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Hyefare

This history of the Metts family 1is written for the
descendants who are living today and for those yet to be born.
Each person is different from all others, but shares, to some
degree, inherited characteristics passed on from their ancestors.
Stories from the past are interesting and varied. Some of the
forebears were wealthy and some were poor. Some were brave and
others were not. The famous are easy to find and their lives are
on record. Others seem to have tried to hide themselves and have
left few dim footprints in the sands of time. Some will never be
found.

Research was completed to base these stories upon valid
documents. Throughout America, there 1is a fast growing interest
in genealogy, the science of family research. Archives,
computers, publications, and societies interested in research are
available which were unknown to writers in the past. But problems
are developing for the researcher, today. Original basic records,
usually, are in county courthouses. In the past, a letter to the
Probate Judge of a county would be answered with copies of wvital
documents. Now, with so many people doing research, letters may
be thrown away or the response 1is a list of professional
genealogists. Archives and libraries are crowded and service 1is
slow. Research leads to thousands of documents, copied and filed.
Then, when the family story is written, a decision has to be made
about documentation. Many genealogies are so well documented that
no one will read them, the story is 1lost in references. On the
other hand, if the readers have never seen a land grant from the
King of England, it should be included. This family history is
written for people to read. Most documents will be left in the
files.

Ancestors are those who are fathers, mothers, grandparents,
and so on back through the generations. Brothers, sisters,
uncles, aunts and cousins are not ancestors, even though they are
relatives. To a moderate extent, children of ancestors are named,
but the emphasis of this history is givem to the direct line.
Further, if ancestors were limited to those with the Metts name,
the story would be short and dull. Loocking back, it may be said
that the smartest thing done by men named Metts is that they

chose great wives. The surnames of those wives — Oliver, Pillow,
Nash, Scales, Taylor, Cock, and many more, point to the origin of
today's descendants. What is our family npationality? The

children of tHigE Wiiter &7E€ abolt, half English. The othef hElf is
mostly Scotch-Irish or just plain Irish, or Scottish, and about
one-eighth German. Most of our ancestors have been in America
since Colonial times. That means that they were here before the
American Revolution. Some lived in Jamestowne in the early 1600s.
At least ntwenty fought as soldiers in the Americam Revolution.

Another Awenty were patriots during the Revolution. An equal
number took part in the Colonial Wars.
The organization of this history 1s by surname, then by

individual going back to the oldest known ancestor. The Metts
name will be first. Chapters follow with the other family
surnames and persons are traced until they join the Metts line.
The charts should be studied in order to understand where people

.
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fit into the family. Another reason for this organization 1is
that there are no plans to publish this ©book on a large scale.
Various members of the family may want the parts that apply to
their branch. For example, Pillows need the preface and the
Pillow chapters. Some Metts members may need all the chapters.
This preface includes discussions that apply to all chapters.

The spelling of names always causes questions. In the
colonial days, most of the emigrants could not read or write.
This was true of the wealthy as well as the poor. With the Metts
family, Michael Albert Metts, the Captain in the War Between the
States, was the first of our Metts line to read and write. Some
of the Jamestowne immigrants were educated, but their descendants
who were moving west and living in the backwoods, did not go to
school. When a person was asked for his name, he spoke the word.
The writer wrote it the way it sounded. Often, on a single
document a name would be spelled several ways. Michael Albert
Metts was the first M-E-T-T-S. Before that, it was MITTS, MITS,
MITZ, or METZ. Pillow was Piller and Pillar. Allen was also
Allin. Cock was Cocke and Cox. In this history, the names will be
spelled as they appear in most documents of the period described.

A large part of the information is taken from primary
documents, and, probably, 1is factual. Also, research of
dependable references was used to compile the history of the
family. JUsually, old family legends are based upon truth, but
may be exaggerated or may contain honest errors. Much research
was done to check and correct the old stories. Even the old NSDAR
records are often wrong. The ladies did their best, but the
archives, computers, and libraries we have today were not
available to them. When Ella QOliver Richardson, sister of John
Madison Oliver, prepared her Colonial Dames papers, she went to
Richmond, VA, and to Jamestowne, where she spent months c¢limbing
the stairs of the o0ld courthouses and digging through boxes of
old papers. What took months then can be done in a few hours
today. The work of ladies like Ella have lead to the literature
in our libraries.

Generally, the stories will be written in the third person
until the information is based upon personal knowledge. Then, the
use of the first person will tell the reader that the memory and
experience of the writer is being described.

Separate chapters for each surname will begin with general
information needed to know of that family's background, Charts
will allow the reader to study the relationships.

This edition contains the same information as previous
editions plus a few additional facts. Some chapters have been
rewritten. The main reason for continuing change is to correct
errors and to add new information. Some of the recent research
has been / organized into appendices which are interesting and
provide é&dditional knowledge of those people who lived in America
long ago.
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Introduction

The task of describing several hundred ancestors, of explaining their
relationship, and of providing the information to others requires an
appropriate organization of the subject matter. Therefore, this book is
divided into four parts. Each part is devoted to a different segment of the
family. A separate chart is provided for each part. Having four charts
simplifies the preparation and use of each to follow the descriptions. The
four parts come together as shown below:

Albert Caswell Metts_ Part I

Albert Caswell 3:2% gg 4%82% MBS
MettS, Jl'- m.19 Aug 19-15
b. 2L Apr 1921 Gladys Marle John Madison Oliver Part 1T
— 101iver :Zh gg %gég .
. un 89 M, ar
m. 2 Jan 1944 d.20 Jun 195 |Elizabeth Porter Pillow Part III
E ay PILLOW
" d.17 Aug 1953 '

Elizabeth Lee Gray
bell Jul 1526 ggi% o

Plans for providing selected parts of the book to family members
according to their interests was mentioned in the preface. Most Metts cousins
known to this writer are descended from or were raised by both parents of
Albert Caswell Metts. Accordingly, Part I, Metts, is devoted to both John
Phillip Metts and his wife, Nora L. Taylor.

The family of John Madison Oliver is the subject of Part II, Oliver. Far
more information is available on his ancestors than on the others. Many were
very famous in early colonial times. The volume of interesting material had to
be condensed for practical reasons. This line can be traced back to the days
of the Magna Charta in England. Since this book is devoted to American
ancestors, those before the immigrants are not presented in detail.

The Pillow kin are given a separate Part IIT, Pillow. Most of them live
around Greenwood, MS. The research on this segment of the family has been
rewarding and interesting. Thirteen of these ancestors had military service in
the American Revolution. Here, too, two of the lines have been traced back to
Barons who were Sureties of the Magna Charta.

The family of Betty, Elizabeth Lee Gray Metts, was the first branch of
the family to be researched. Part IV, Gray, is a copy of the report that was
prepared and distributed to the members of the Gray family.

The statements, above, may indicate that this book was written for all
the cousins. It was. But, the foremost objective must be stated. This book was
completed for the children and grandchildren of this writer.

The first child, Virginia Lee Metts was born 18 November 1946 in the 98th
General Hospital in Munich, Germany.



The family lived in Degerndorf, Bavaria, until 1947, when
the move was made to Charleston, Scouth Carolina. Service at The
Citadel lasted for three years. Then, the Korean War started, S0
Betty and Ginny were moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma. Albert Caswell
Metts, 3rd, was born in Tulsa. After one year of Korean War
service, there were two years at Fort Benning, GA, where William
Roger Metts was born. Next, there was an MBA at Syracuse
University, and on to the Pentagon in Washington, where the
family lived for many vyears. Except for four years in Hawaii,
Ginny spent most of her childhood in Arlington, Virginia.

She married David Wendell Kennamer, II on 30 November 1968.
He was an executive in the IBM corporation. David, Ginny and
their children moved from New Orleans to Dallas to Washington to
St. Louis and back to Washington. Their son, Charles Albert
Kennamer was born 9 Mar 1973 at the Oschner Clinic 1in New
Orleans. Their second son, John David Kennamer was born 27 June
1979 at Arlington Hospital, Arlington, VA,.

As stated, above, Albert Caswell Metts, 3rd, was born in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, during the Korean War, on 6 Mar 1951. Most of
his childhood was spent in Hawaii and the Washington area. He
graduated from the University of Mississippi and came to San
Antonio, Texas. He married Patricia Coy Jurgens on 12 May 1979.
Their son, Michael Albert Metts, named for his great, great,
great grandfather, was beorn 27 Jun 198l. Stephen James Metts,
their second son, was born 11 August 1984. Both boys were born in
the Methodist Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. Their father 1s an
accountant.

William Roger Metts was born at Fort Benning, Georgia, on 30
December 1952. As his brother, his boyhood was spent, mostly, in
Hawaii and the Washington area. He graduated from Southwest Texas
University. He married Rosemary Lindsey on 13 Oct 1979. Roger
was a fluid control engineer, working on off-shore 0il drilling
platforms. They had no children. Roger was killed on April 26th
1987 in a tragic and senseless boating collision on the Neiches
River in Beaumont, Texas.

The introduction to the immediate family has been made, so
the time has come to turn to the Metts ancestors.

Standesamt Mitnehen, Ruppertstresse

betriffe:
Geburteurkrunden

Birth Certificate '
An 1°.31.1846 nachmittggs 12 Uhr ol Min. surde im 92 th Ge-

nsrol Hospits) ( Krankenhaus lchwabing, Yinchen, ¥dlnerplatz 1
das Kind .eibl. Gesehlechtes Yirziniz Lee ¥etts peboren.
. Vater : Albert Caswell Hetts pgeh. 24.4.3921 zu Clarksdale, Mis
Capriin in der amevik. Armes. _
Mutter : Blizabeth Tee Metvts geb. ffray peb. 16.7.1926 zu Kew—
Munich, Germany PUSS NEETH, Nk

1946 Leimrtadrecse der Tltern: 150 Cherrr Sireet, Clarksdale Kiss.
Die "he der Fltern wurde nm 2.1.1944 zu Clarksdale, ¥Miss, ge-

Virginia Lee Metts

schlossen.
Yir bitten um Ausstisliuong wvon 3 Geburtsurkunden.

Hiinchen den 2c.11,1346 . 5
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Metts

The first Metts in America came frow Germany. He was a Palatine. He came
from the Lower Palatinate, sometimes called the Palatinate of the Rhine. It
included Mainz, Katzenellenbogen, Wurttemberg, Baden, Alsace, Lorraine, and
Treves. Many Lutherans lived in this area. The Upper Palatinate was Bavaria,
where most of the people were Roman Catholics.

The Thirty Years War (1618-1648) had left Europe in turmoil. Voltaire
said that Germany was doomed to eternal poverty. By the early 1700s, Louis IV,
the Catholic emperor of France was fighting to seize the Palatinate. Frederick
the Great, the German ruler, cared little for the German people. He spoke
French and his only interest was continual warfare. The War of Spanish
Succession (1702-1713), with France against England, Germany, Austria and
Holland, gave Louis IV the Palatinate. In 1732 the public exercise of
Protestant worship in France was forbidden on pain of torture, the galleys, or
death. Lutherans were persecuted until they left their homes.

Good Queen Anne, of England, was a devout Protestant and offered to help
the Palatines. Thousands left for England, where they lived in london as best
they could. With no money, they lived in make shift shelters. They spoke no
English. Queen Anne and Parliament decided to help them sail for America. Any
sea captain who took a German to America was paid five pounds and the German
received twenty five shillings.

In America, the Saxe Gotha Tract, a large area east of the present
location of Columbia, SC, was set aside for land grants. Procedures were
established. The immigrant went before the King's Council where a8 written
petition was presented. The request stated that the person was a Protestant
Palatine and requested 1land according to the size of his family. When the
petition was approved, the Council ordered a survey. The survey was made and a
plat, or map of the land, was produced. Then, the land grant was given to the
German. These papers are on file in the S. C. Archives in Columbia.

German Palatines sailed from England and also from other ports in
Europe. Those from England had their passage paid by Queen Anne. Others, such
as those from Rotterdam were often 1Indentured for their passage and had to
work and repay the debts before they could petition for land grants.

' Saxe Gotha was considered to be far inland. When the first settlers went
to their land grants, many were killed by Indians. Many moved over to the
Dutch Fork area which is now Newberry County.

THE METTS NAME :

There are family legends that the first American Metts came from the city
of Metz. This might be true since the ancient walled city is in Alsace, part
of the Palatinate and one of the earliest areas to fall to Louis IV. In
German, the word means "a woman of bad character". It may have been given to
the city/because of the wicked life of the people. Cities were given female
gender.’ Often, people were given names of old cities or places.

Early ship passenger 1lists show-a number of Metz passengers. The change
of Metz to Metts is a patural Americanization. Some went to Pennsylvania. A
large colony went to North Carolina. Today, in the United States, a computer



listing shows 712 families named Metts. Of these, 153 are in South Carolina,
76 in Florida, and 26 in Mississippi.

In colonial South Carclina, there were several Metts families which do
not seem to be kin to each other or to us. Their descendants still live in
South Carolina. One family, which, generally, came to spell the name MEETZE
was started by a Hessian soldier named Jost Mutze. He deserted from the
English Army at Charleston. He was pursued until he reached Saxe Gotha and
found refuge among the other Germans. He became a famous Lutheran minister and
came to be called Meetze., He would not be related to our Henry Mitz.

Next, The Christopher Metz family in the Edisto River area was clearly
separate. Christopher can be documented from ship to land to census listings
as a family apart from the other Metts families.

After elimination of the Jost and Christopher families, the most numerous
group with our name lives around the town of Little Mountain, in Newberry
County. In January, 1981, my wife, Betty, and I were in South Carolina looking
for family information. At the Newberry library, we studied card files of all
cemeteries in the county. We found very few Metts names. Then, we drove all
over the county, including the Heller's Creek area. When we got to Little
Mountain, my wife pointed out a pretty little church. It was the Mount Tabor
Lutheran Church. We went in to a warm reception by Pastor Herlong. He gave me
their 1980 church directory. They had 19 families named Metts. We were taken
to meet Calvin Efird Metts, a true gentleman. We had a long talk with him and
his lovely wife, Ruth. He took me to several of the old burial plots in the
fields, nearby. I met his older brother. In the old days, those men were
buried on their own land where they had worked. Calvin pointed to various
farms that are still owned by members of the family. Each farm is well kept.
There are many cows, all with calves. The homes are modern and comfortable.
They are very religious hard working people. I was proud.

Calvin collected the information that they had and gave it tome. 1 do
not know exactly where the "Little Mountain Metts" clan ties into the family,
but I believe that they descend from Henry Mitz, as do ours. They are all so
similar in names, characteristics, religion, and location that they have to be
kin.

The remaining group of Metts families lived around Heller's Creek, north
of Newberry. This is our direct line.

THE 1859 METTS GENEALOGY

Henry Richard, who we will call HRM, is a cousin, but not a member of our
direct line. He was born in 1816. HRM was intelligent and well educated. His
early life was spent on Heller's Creek at the old Metts homestead. In 1859 he
wrote a valuable paper called, Genealogy of the METIS Family. This document
has been passed from hand to hand for generations. My copy is hard to read but
completely legible. He writes about Charles Metts who died about 1785 and
Henry Metts who died in 1812. HRM could not have known his grandfather or his
great grandfather. But, the father of HRM, George, would have known them. HRM
had the great advantage of living at the Heller's Creek home as a child and of
being able to talk to people who remember all the folk he described. The first
five paragraphs by HRM are:

GENEALOGY OF THE METTS FAMILY by Henry Richard Metts - 1859

Between the dates of 1760 and 1765 there was & considerable
emigration of Germans, mostly from the River Rhine, who settled in the



fork of Broad and Saluda Rivers in South Carolina, assuming the name
of what is now known as "Dutch Fork" and embracing a large portion of
Lexington and portion of Newberry Districts.

Among emigrants was Charles Metts—at that time this family
spelled Metts "Meetze''-the great-grandfather of this writer, who
settled in the upper part of the Dutch Fork, this being the lower part
of Newberry District on what was originally known as "T"Pen Creek, but
now as Heller's Creek, about one mile and a half above its confluence
with Broad River on the south side and immediately on the said creek.
Here was the first settlement of this family of Metts. No signs of the
settlement are now visible and only one or two old mulberry trees
point out the spot.

The grandfather of this writer changed the settlement and moved
it about one half mile north of this place, where the location is
still settled and belonged to the descendants of Charles Metts until
1835, when it passed out of the hands of the Metts family. George
Metts, the father of this writer, and the last of the Metts family
that owned this place, as I have said, sold it in 1835 and moved to
Laurens District in May 1857.

This writer visited the name of his forefathers and the home of
his youthful days and, also, the burial ground of the Metts family and
their kindred-viz: The Souters and Cromers. It is a lovely spot in the
pine thickets on the south side of Heller's Creek about one half a
mile due west from the Metts home on lands belonging to John F.
Cromer, deceased lately.

Charles Metts died about the year 1785 at what age is not known
nor is anything known of his parents, or ancestors. He left one son
and two daughters - those daughters married Souter and Cromer, hence
the connection of these families with the Metts family. Henry Metts,
the grandfather of the writer, became possessed of his father's home
and retained it until his death which took place in October 1812
(dying in his sixtieth year of age), 1eavin§ two daughters and six
SOns. T ,,.‘.;! i

The old genealogy traces the family
to 1859. Then, family members continued
the outline partially.

When I went to Newberry County in
1981, one of my objectives was to check
the accuracy of the HRM genealogy. I went
to Heller's Creek. A young man who lives
there helped me find the locations. The
Broad River is at a higher level, today,
so the first mile of the old Heller's
Creek is wide and deep, but it soon
becomes a ‘very small stream. The first
homestead” mentioned by HRM is under water.
Now, thg’land is owned by a paper company
and interlaced with logging roads. A few
small fields are planted, but most of ~the
property has small pine trees and brush. :

We found the ruins of a very old house exactly where HRM ‘'said that enry
built the second homestead. All that stands is a massive fireplace with trees
growing through the stones. It is near Heller's Creek, on the south side,
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high enough to avoid flood and close enough to carry water. Around about are
traces of out buildings and barns. Piles of stones - no more.

Almost exactly a half mile west
is the old Cromer cemetery. Closed by
an iron fence, the graves are neatly
kept. Pine woods surround the
tombstones and there are many unmarked
graves. The grave of John F. Cromer,
who died on 11 Oct 1856, the man
mentioned by HRM, is marked and easy
to read. This proves that I was at the
exact spot visited by HRM, There is no ==
stone for Charles Metts. This comes as
no surprise because there was no
granite 1in this area when Charles
died. Hard stone was brought in later.
The stone used earlier erroded and
melted away.

Documents found since the trip to South Carolina prove absolutely that
the home of the family was on Heller's Creek. After investigation, I have
confidence in the old genealogy. The only points which are not correct are
minor. The spelling of the name that he must have been told of was a common
error. The immigration of Charles that he states is followed by another
statement that he knew nothing of his parents or ancestors.

HRM carefully avoids mention of the wives of Charles and Henry. Why?
Germans have a way of not telling about some things. HRM was in a position to
find out the names from someone who knew them. He did not hesitate to say that
the girls married a Souter and a Cromer! No documents have been found which
give any answer. HRM names Charles as his great grandfather. I believe that
this is an error. I think Charles may have been the older brother of his
grandfather, Henry Mitts. Although I do not think that Charles is a direct
ancestor, his name will be discussed in more detail, later. HRM believed what
he was told. Charles was older than Henry. As head of the family, people may
have thought that he was the father.

The entire HRM genealogy would be of interest to serious students of the
family history. In the last paragraph, HRM writes, "Now, what more can I say
of the Metts family, except they were an honest, upright, and industrious
family of people, good at composition and law abiding citizens.".

GEOGRAPHY

In the early 1700s, South Carolina had no western boundary. Savage
Indians determined the extent of colonization. The old frontiersmen were the
real pioneers. They scouted as far as they could go and lived off of the land
by hunting and eating whatever nature provided. South Carolina wilderness was
beautiful country with uncut forests and open grassland. Buffalo roamed the
woodlands in those days. Deer were plentiful as were all kinds of American
wild animals. The weather was never too cold or too hot. Charles Town
(Charleston) was a small village with a fine deep harbor protected from the
open sea. Then, as today, marshes and low land extended inland for miles
before reaching the hills.

Saxe Gotha Township and the farm of Henrick Mitz were on the Congaree
River near where Fort Jackson is today. Henry Mitts, his son, lived northeast




of Newberry near where Highway 34 crosses the railroad today. Henry's sony
Phillip Mitts, lived several miles east of the town of Newberry.

This map was drawn in 1776. An arrow has been drawn at Second Creek. RHM
said that this creek was once called "T" Pea Creek. Probably, he meant
"Tepee", an Indian tent. Later, the stream became Second Creek in entirety.
Even later, the part near the Broad River became Heller's Creek and, further
back, one branch was Second Creek, the other was William's Creek.
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The Heller name came from a man who built a mill on the creek. Another map,
dated 1773, is on the next page. It shows Saxe Gotha Township and Second
Creek. The fork of the Broad and Saluda Rivers is shown clearly. The area
between the rivers was and still is called ""The Dutch Fork".

The reason for the name 'Dutch Fork" is that the German's word for
"German" is '"Deutsche". When pronounced, people thought it sounded like
"Dutch". They were not from Holland, but the spelling remained unchanged.



Again, as with the surnames, we see "sounds like" spelling. You will see Saxe
Gotha spelled several ways.
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Now, there is the problem of county designation. Surveyors located land
grants by county. The area below the Congaree River was called Craven County.
(not to be confused with the Craven County in North Carolina where another
Metts family settled) Above the Congaree River, there was Berkeley County.
With no western borders, the confusion came about the line west of the
junction of the Broad and Saluda Rivers, the location of Columbia, today. Most
surveyors rightly put Heller's Creek in Craven County, but others put it in
Berkeley County.

This next map was drawn in 1820. For the first time, we see Newberry
County./Also, Heller's Creek is shown and some added notes about Metts and
Suber locations. 3

When the frontiersmen pushed west, they followed beaten trails. The
numerous animals moved about during the year in search of food. Their trails
followed the path of least resistance although not always the shortest route.
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Indians followed the animal tracks and they became trails. When the settlers
moved in, their horses and wagons turned the trails into primitive roads. The
settler was quite different from the frontiersman. Settlers were farmers
looking for homes. The Indians slaughtered many of them. Half of the early
German settlers were killed. This caused their move into the Dutch Fork where
two wide rivers offered some protection.

The family move to Mississippi was accomplished over roads as described,
above. The move will be discussed later. They went from South Carolina over to
Winston County, in central Mississippi. The next generation went to Greenwood,
MS, and the generation following, to Clarksdale.
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Having taken a quick look at the land of our Metts ancestors, we come to
the story of the first Metts to become an American.

HENRICX METZ
b. before 1718 - d. before 1766

The story of Henrick starts in Charles Town, South Carolina. In 1743, the
records of St. Phillip's Parish show that on August 2lst, Adam, the son of
Henrick}éﬁd Margaret Metz was born. On the 28th of December, Adam was baptized
by Mr. “Barden. Henrick is the German name for Henry. Charles Town became
Charleston, and St. Phillip's Parish is there, today. The St. Phillip's Church
where Adam was baptized was built in 1710, burned and rebuilt in 1835. It has
been said that the history of Rome was written from grave stones and should



all other records be lost, the history of Charleston might be written from the
inscriptions on the tombs in old St. Phillip's.

If this were a novel, much could be written about the next four years,
but, all we know is that Henrick paid off his debts and that he and Margaret
ended the period with three children. Henrick Metz became Henry Mitz. Then,
Henry went to the King's Council to present his petition. The very dim copy is
hard to read, so it is reproduced, partly, with a "translation"

superimposed.
P, 26 JOURNAL OF THEE MIMUTES OF COUNCIL
Petition of Read the petition of Henry Metz, a Protestant Pallatine

Benry Neds a foreign Showing-— That the petiticner oess over into this Provines 4
Protestant for land & years ago on the Encouragssent which hie Hajesty was pleased to

Boun®’; === on all poor forwign Protsastants, who ams desgirous of ut.tla.ng —
e and Family in any eof tho Townebips hae, and ap the tima

The time of his of his servituds 1s now expired, and having a Family of 5 persons,

servitude expired vie himself, wife, and three children, prsyvs his Exellency and their

Honors that 250 acres of land be laid out %o him, in Saxe Gotha
Townahip and that he may obtain his Majerty’s most greticus
provision bounty eto,
The petitioner appeating to the truth of the allegations in his said pe-
titdon, the rayer thereof was granted and the Deputy Surveyor ordered
The prayer of --- to prepars & Warrant, and the Comsdssicnaer Gensral to pay the bounty
Petitioner was Granted accordingly.

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER
Fricday A.M. the 30th day of Jamuary L7464

HotesiThe copy of the petition is legihle. The nass ia alsarly Hemry Mets.
Thie puts kim as ooming to this ccuntry in 1742. Adam, in Charleston was born
in 1743, He would be one of the alilldren claimed here,. This shows that Heary
work off the cost of his passage, It shows him, olsarly, to be & Protastant
Pallatine. This petition resclted in the land Grant. There is mueh inforwation
hmton‘pportvmdwm.n;umtrdﬂmn
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The Journals of Council (#15, p. 3‘ une 1747 - July 1748.) show that his
petition was considered and that, since no land was available in the Saxe
Gotha Township, they let him choose land two miles from the town. On pp. 372-3
of the same report, he is given 250 acres. Next, the survey was ordered which
resulted in the plat.
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This land is on the north side of the Congaree River a few miles east of
‘where Columbia, SC, is today. An interesting point is that the Kaiglers,
Pillow ancestors, lived a short distance away on the other side of the river,
Henry's land plat is below:
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The next document was the land grant from King George the Second of England.
It is on the next page.

It seems that Henry Mitz moved to his 250 acre farm and worked for the
rest of his life. He died before 1766. We know this because his son, Adam, who
had been born in Charleston, and Adam's wife, Barbara, sold 50 acres of the
250 to a man named Kommerlander. The sale document says that the land belonged
to Henry and that he was dead. When he left Charleston he had three children.
We will guess that at his death they had five sons, since Adam got 50 of the
250 acres. We cannot guess whether he had any daughters. The old Germans did
not leave land to daughters. They usually got their furniture, a horse, a
slave, and some money, but no land.

The . information about Henry Metz gives a fair picture of his life. The
next step has to be developed from information collected from several sources.
Since there is no direct proof of the next generation, some circumstances will
be discussed.

11




LAND GRANT FROM XKING GEQRGE THE SECOND OF ENGLAND

. e -t -, /jé i emn B e g S

. —

— et ——

a: EINOW YE, THAT -WE of par fpecsl Graca,

“the Second, by th. Grace of God, of G:ur-mu;m.l-'i-u;c:
< ‘ :'Euod}}-?&ie:snﬁm%dgdair : Faith, ke To arL To wmow THESE PRE.
. ~f—mati—eowr—GATITIN
cerain Kaowled d Moticn, hrve given apgd granted, sod biﬁm for wa,
£G‘.mmr§n_almm d l”/’” ® ks

L

i -

L T o - 2 WS

. ,:. £ -___ - 3 ';;.__ o _.. . F -7.,_7- ﬁ

S —— = .-1

>

- oné}nuh mina of filyer
4!/’? AT AT

7

wooli, mdc-woods, umber and umber wees, lker, pdnds, Ghings, wates, nz:r-euufe_o, profis,
commoditics, tpputtcnance and herediimenn whadoever, theregnte belonging or inany wife apper-
niniig: Togeber with privlege of busting, hawking and fowling in and upop the ime, and all mines
and ounexals whatfuzver ; faving and referring, neverthelels, o na, our heirs and lucceflors, all white pine-
tent, if anyfhould be found gros iog thereon ; and allo Iaving and referving, to w, our Lein and fuceetlon,
gald oaly: TO HAYL AND TO 1 OLD, the HidTra& of -

. —_ Wh‘d. and all and Gogular otherthe

re

premifes hareby granted, wi :, st the faid s,

7 T /f4x heirs and affigas for ever, in free'ind com gc.édurud

LA enrtr e / é/ . beirs or affignt yicidiog and puing therefore,

- b0 a3, opt beirs uecedors, of  our Receiver-General for the time being. or to bl Depuryar
7 " Tlepudgrlor thens ing, yeasly, that ia 10 by, oo every twenry-fifth day of March, ar the rare of chree

hillingy Rerling, or four
accoraing 1o the quantiry of acret, containad herein; the fame ro grow dve and he accounted for, frem the

a dmhaai//?/nwdd alwayy, and this quGnmhu?nncnndidnn.nnuﬁddtﬂhlJ{clh:ﬁid
| sl e
ey

=~ . keimor Afall and 4 rec years next afief the dare of thele prefenty, clear and cul.

fivate at the m31ef rve acre () five bundred acres of iand, and fo in proparties—yroovitiag

5 the quantiry of 4éres herein conmined, or build a_deslieg bewde thereon, and keep a ftock of five bandef—
G 7_tattle for everp fre bomdredAcrE] upon the fame, and iz i

— - = > 4 = 1 I _ -_- ,.‘:1
b IO T T ﬁmmﬂéor};w/%r&%@ﬁ

: f’“ ““;‘&'7% . o S - ‘,/z..r/.v' s Sassws Loger el waénq_’
s gy . y ,,.,4{ roporhinsl s Brors B Brrmare

i, r_d 3 Fovindimy £ Ao 72 M7 07000 o amcts LD i P llortins |
€

¢ mart Akl Lt Earlivarats amiiond faD i e A Lol £

/,r'fé '/, ] VW‘W‘;"W""% v MWMMME/
e Ladsar. WAy PN § rzzisees) —— .
= : mdet/, ST T ¢ -
‘"‘?"gg é‘fffﬁlh & pe, ru:::f'm'x’:, 13 appeary by a plat thérent, Kefeuntd annexed : Togeefer with -

lings proclamation money, for every bundred acres, and fo iIn pmportion, -

'

re T e potTion for a greater or lefler . ==
upon copdirien, thatif the-(aid rear, hertBy “referved, thail happen to be in arrear and vnpaid for dhe
L = —~~fiace of three¥ars from the time it becomes due, and no diltrels an be found on the faid landz,
-~ =~ 77" unetemu apd herediiaments hereby granied, thar then and in fuch cafe, the fid lands, tcnements s3nd bere.
?:E;ncnu hcrrlz‘gr-_:lq:_.id ;fcryh;:;t apd pa;:;ljr.hm(. ﬂ:a}! Tevert to ns, oor hars and fucceflors—se
o . fullyandabfalytety, asi iMme never gradted. Previded offe, If the fai g e
s, o - tioned 1o be grasted, fhall bappen ro be within the 5 24 Do ol

bounds or limim of any of the Townfhips, or of the—

iands referved for 1he ufe of the Townfkips now laid out in our faid Prevince, in purfusnce of rut royal in-

fruddidma, that then this Grant

L G;Ef” under the Great Seal of our faid Province.

- Sy & 8 25 ,.. WITNESSIW&P o -, : R

o Gom-ral Mrhdv‘qfhadmgrfﬂfmimg"&wb&rﬁq ths. —

Do 55 P2

e
-

ﬂuubevf-u'd, ny:hinghﬂa‘nmtbemycomndmnﬂ:ﬂm‘._hu_, ",.]

- -, “ '
! - T L e P N T o
R SRR R e -

= ——

— Dy« AT wer Re 2
e of aur Reigs, - =2

’ - i

__ c hc e e St~



http://build.a_dateWagicT.fe

THE SONS OF HENRICK MITZ

Richard Henry Metts, in his genealogy, states that Charles was his great
grandfather and that Charles was the father of Henry Mitts. He says that
Germans immigrated between 1760 and 1765, but avoids a direct statement that
Charles came between those years. Later, he says that 'Charles Metts died
about the year 1785 at what age is not known, nor is anything known of his
parents or ancestors'.

This writer believes that Henrick Mitz had five sons: Charles, Adam,
Henry, John and George. Thus, Charles would be a brother (or half-brother) of
Henry, the grandfather of RHM. There are a number of reasons for this
conclusion, although no hard proof has been found.

During the 1760-65 period, the ship loadings were well documented,

particularly for non-English immigrants. The name, Charles Metz, by any

spelling, is not to be found. Henrick came earlier, about 1743, when many
immigrants were not documented. His ship listing has not been found, but we
know his arrival date from his petition for land. RHM said that Charles was an
immigrant. He may have come with Henrick and Margaret as a child.

If Charles had come, later, as a grown man, he would have made a petition
for a land grant in his own name. Every German knew how to do that, but
Charles had no land grant. He bought his farm on Heller's Creek (10 October
1765) with 500 pounds, a large sum of money in those days, right after the
death of Henrick, who died just before 1766. Charles bought the land, 200

acres, from John George Infinger. Oddly, he had John Stockman handle the deal
for him and gave 100 of the acres to a mysterious Fattentine Vitrep, whose
name cannot be found on any other record or document. Why he or she got the
land is not explained.

When Charles died in 1785, the same land, the mysterious 100 acres, was
sold by George Sligh to Henry Mitts. Henry owned other land nearby, which he
had bought. Both Charles and Henry had money — immigrants did not. The record
of the land transaction is very hard to read. It's importance is the
interaction between Henry and Charles on Heller's Creek., Before turning from
Charles, there are a few interesting points that might tell a little more
about him, There is a record of his sale of provisions for Turner's Fort, a
blockhouse used to fight the Indians. In 1764, Charles was paid 9 pounds, 14
shillings 4 pence by the Colony of South Carolina. If grown, his age would be
no less than Adam's and probably more. If more than 21 in 1764, he could have
been brought from Germany as a child.

In 1789, a company called Fvans Winn & Co. sued Charles. He was summoned
four times to come to court under four different names: Mitts, Mitz, Mittz and
Miltz. He never appeared, however, because he had been dead for four years! No
one bothered to tell the plaintiffs.

RIM says nothing of Charles' wife. He says Charles had a son, Henry, and
two daughters married to men named Souter and Cromer. He may have, There were
several men named Henry Mitz, heads of households in the early 1800s.

Now, back to the sons of Henrick. The U.S.Census of 1790 was the first
one taken. The Heads of Household were counted, door to door, so when names
were next to each other, usually, the people would be neighbors. There were
six Metts names in South Carolina. One was Christopher. Another was Eost
(Jost). Me have identified these earlier as no kin. The other four were Henry
on Heller's Creek; and George, Adam, and John in North Orangeburg. The later
three are listed side by side. Charles had been dead for five years. Henry,
George, Adam, and George had families about the same size.
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We know that Adam married Barbara from the 1land sale document for his
fifty acres. Adam was born in 1743, Henry was born in 1752. He had eight
children. Five of the eight were named Benry, John, Adam, George, and Barbera.
Can this be 28 coincidence? Therefore, it is concluded that Henrick Mitz had
five sons and Henry Mitts (1744-1812), of Heller's Creek, was one of them.
Some proof is lacking to this point in the story, but after this, the history
is documented.

HENRY MITTS
b. 1752 - d. October 1812
Militia Soldier in the American Revolution

Henry Mitts was born and died in South Carolina. Many documents contain
his name and a reasonable description of his life can be written. His
parentage was discussed to establish Henrick and his wife, Margaret, as his
father and mother. The date of his birth is not proved. The old family
_genealogist, Henry Richard Metts, said that Henry died in his sixtieth year in
1817, hence, a birth year of 1752. With the genealogy are three more pages of
outlines of the family, obviously made by family members over the years. The
outline gives his birth as 1744, reason unstated.

The old Metts genealogist, Henry Richard Metts, in 1859, wrote that
Henry's "death took place in October 1812 (dying in his sixtieth year of
age)". Using this best evidence, he was born in Saxe Gotha on the 250 acre
farm of his father. He was a child during the long years of building a home
in the wilderness, clearing the farm, and living in constant fear of Indian
attack. He did not go to school or 1learn to read and write. It may be said
that he was illiterate, but he was not ignorant. His life was successful,
though hard. ,

A long time genealogist in South Carolina,lee R. Gandee, wrote that no
Metts records survived the Civil War, but he believed, "The family seemed to
have no legal entanglements and to keep rather out of sight. They were
old-believers, devout Lutherans, farmers who practiced the old ways, believed
in witchcraft, and held to themselves'. He may have been right because the old
Germans lived apart. Probably, no one will ever know the name of Henry's wife.
We can identify his children. Documents in Newberry County, in Columbia at the
South Carolina Archives, and in Charleston have been studied to find the
general story of his life,

Brother Charles smust have been older than Henry. He moved to Newberry
County and bought the 200 acres on Heller's Creek in 1765. Evidently, Henry
followed Charles. No land grant or purchase document has been found that
records Henry's purchase of his land on Heller's Creek, but in 1772 a man
bought land next to Henry's farm. In 1773, a purchase by a Gartman, next to
Charles shows that both Henry and Charles lived on Heller's Creek.

Again, father Henrick died in Saxe Gotha about 1765, Soon after his
death, both Henry and Charles acquired land on Heller's Creek. In 1778 and
1779, Henry's name appears on a jury list in Newberry County. Henry's children
wvere being born before he became involved in the American Revolution, but his
service will be discussed before the family.

Most” Americans think of the American Revolution in the terms presented to
them in/school - Bunker Hill, Washington crossing the Delaware, and Yorktown.
But, there were other sides to the Revolution that many people never have
considered. While the northern colonies were eager to fight, many of the
southerners had no quarrel with England., The Germans loved Queen Anne as their
savior. Their problems were on the frontier - food for their family and
protection from the Indians.
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Open warfare broke out between
the tories - loyal to England ~ and
those supporting the Revolution. The
protection of British troops and
authority disappeared. Bands of
renegades under the colors of either
side pillaged the country. In South
Carolina, groups of "Regulators" were
organized to try and maintain order.

Then, the English encouraged the
Indians to renew their attacks upon
the frontier. Weapons were provided to
the Indians and advisors stirred up
trouble. Of course, the Indians were
smart enough to realize the
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opportunities presented by the war. The event that brought the Scuth Carolina
frontier strongly to the American cause was the fall of Charleston to the
English on 12 May 1780. Now, the war was close to home — South Carolina.

Henry Mitts joined the militia in Water's Regiment. Colonel Philemon
Waters was a neighbor. He had served in the Continental Army since the war
began. He enlisted his regiment from Laurens end Newberry Counties. There is
no way to describe the service of Henry Mitts, other than to present the
documentation of his service. These records are in the South Carolina Archives
in Columbia.

Henry was the father of eight children. They are listed in the outline
with the HRM genealogy as follows: John, Phillip (our ancestor), Henry, David,
Adam, George, Barbara, and "another daughter". This cannot be the correct
order of birth. Only three birthdays are known: Barbara on 10 Aug 1778, Henry
in 1782, and George on. 28 Jul 1790. In the first U.S.Census, Henry Mitts had 4
sons under 16 years old and two women in the household. One would be daughter,
Barbara and the other may be his wife. By 1800, he had two sons under 10, two
sons between 10 and 16 years, two sons 16 to 26 years, and one woman 16 to 26
years (Barbara). He had one "free person". This means that he had no wife in
1800. Seven children were at home.

The story of Phillip Mitts, our ancestor and son of Henry, will be told
later. Since the other children are not in our direct line, discussion of each
will be brief. John married Mary M. Koone and had eight children. Their son,
Henry married Sara Caroline Vance and moved to Mississippi. John has many
descendants in SC, TN, and MS.

Henry, son of Henry, was born in 1782 and married Rebeccah Lake. When she
died, he married Missouri Lake, a sister. There were six children.

Henry's sons David and Adam both died young and neither was married.
When Adam died, he owned 90 acres of land. David Lightsey bought the land and
the money was divided among Adam's living brothers and sisters. The documents
are in Box 20, Package 12, at the Newberry courthouse. Documents of this kind
prove the validity of the old RHM genealogy.

George Metts was born in 1790. He is the father of HRM. George married
Lucy Strother and Lucretia Holland. Their five children produced many
outstanding and well educated South Carolinians. George was the last owner of
the old homestead on Heller's Creek. He sold it in 1835. At that time, HRM was
19 years old.

The daughter of Henry, Barbara, was born in 1778. HRM listed her next to
last, the last being an “unnamed daughter". Maybe , it was because she was a
girl, but Barbara was far from last, in more than one way. She was big sister
in every way! Her husband was a lawyer named Andrew Wicker. She married him in
1805 and they moved to Mississippi in 1818 - long before any of the others.
Andrew was the only well educated person in the entire "bunch". He wrote the
legal documents and rode herd over the family business. There were legal
battles, particularly when John died. Andrew was a leading participator.

The o0ld homestead on Heller's Creek must have been a busy place during
those years. HRM described the family, "Now what shall I say about these six
sons, their father and grandfather. From tradition, and the writer's own
knowledge they were honest, industrious, peaceable, quiet, and thrifty family.
None of them ever occupied high public trust, they never sought office, but
most of /them were what was known as leading citizens of the neighborhood.”.

Henry Mitts was a strong and hard working man who served his country
during the American Revolution. His service and lineage to this writer has
been proved to and approved by the National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution. Henry died in October 1812.
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PHILLIP MITTS
born before 1790 - died 16 May 1842

Phillip Mitts was born at the old homestead on Heller's Creek. He was
born on a farm and died on a farm, following a plow all the days of his short
life - less than sixty years. He married a strong and capable woman, Rebecca
Suber, about 1814, Her family lived near the Metts homestead on Heller's
Creek. The story of Rebecca's family will be discussed in a separate chapter
on the Suber surname. The U.S.Census of 1790 shows four sons in father Henry's
household. Phillip was one of them. He helped build Henry's estate and must
have saved his own dollars for the day when he would buy his farm.

No document remains to show the settlement of Henry's estate when he died
in 1812. Rebecca's father died in 1813, leaving her one hundred dollars. Older
brother, John must have taken control of the Mitts homestead. Regardless,
Phillip married and started his family. David William Metts was born in 1815,
the first of seven children. David's descendant, George Pierce Metz, of
Louisville, MS, is a student of the family history and will write a book about
the family in Winston County, MS. David served as a Colonel in the
Confederacy.

Our ancestor is Phillip's son, Michael Albert Metts, and his life will be
covered later. He was born in 1825. The other five children are not discussed
in their order of birth. Martha Caroline was born 13 Jun 1817. She married
Giles C. Linch, a lawyer who would take a leading role in all family business.
Lemuel P. Mitts was another son. Susannsh Mitts merried Thomas Carroll.
Elizaheth G. Metts married John C. Doss. One of her descendants is Mrs. E. G.
(Sarakay) Jordan, of Austin, Texas, former Librarian of the Texas State
Genealogical Library. The seventh child was Rebecca A. Metts. She died young,
about one year after the death of her father, Phillip.

Finally, with a wife and family, Phillip was able to buy his own land.
The year was 1830. On January 16th, he paid Thomas Boyd $375 for 93 acres on
Cannon Creek. The next day he paid David Chalmers $660 for 100 acres joining
the 93 acres. Also, he acquired 425.4 more acres for a total of 618.4 acres.
The land is several miles east of the town of Néwberry. This land had much
better soil than the farm on Heller's Creek. A copy of the plat is on the next
page.

Several years ago, cousin George Metz, of Louisville, MS, mentioned
earlier, went to Newberry with his wife researching family history. They went
to the farm that Phillip had owned. An old man pointed to an old abandoned
house and said that it was called "the Metts Place". They stored hay in the
old house. It had been struck by lightning and was partly burned.

In 1835, Phillip's brother, Adam died. As stated earlier, he had not
married, so he left his estate to his brothers and sisters. Phillip received
his share, $358.81 3/5. Dollars were valuable in those days so pennies were
divided into fifths. :

It seems that, in the 0ld days lawyers were no better or worse than they
are today. Family problems were taken to court and lawyers got their money. In
1835, we see David Lightsey, Henry Mitts, Phillip Mitts, and George Metts
versus Lemuel Glymph, administrator of John Mitts, deceased. Glymph was the
guardian/of John's chiddren. Teamed with Glymph were Andrew and Barbara Wicker
(Philliﬁ's brother-in-law and sister) and John A. Wicker and wife. (Box 20,
Bill 1835/Box 38-Newberry). Rememberimg that the old Metts homestead was sold
in 1835, there is little doubt about the subject at stake.

later, in 1842, in court again (Bx 28, Bill 1843/Bx 41, Order 1883/Bx 89)
we see David W. Mitts versus Rebecca, Lemuel, Susannah, Michael Albert,
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Elizabeth G., Rebecca A., and Martha Caroline Linch. This is the year that
Phillip died . David has his entire family on the other side. He was the first
to make the move to Mississippi.
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The farm of Phillip Mitts

The Phillip Mitts family were Lutherans, members of the Bethlehem
Lutheran Church near Pomaria, SC, in Newberry County. This church is near the
old Metts homestead. My wife, Betty, and I visited the church and cemetery on
our way to Heller's Creek. Of course, the church is rebuilt. The S.C. Magazine
of Ancestral Research, Winter, 1977, pp.16-24, has some early records of the
church., Phillip's sister, Barbara and husband, Andrew Wicker, were very active
members, Several of Phillip's in-laws were active. The records are for
1815-1832, On page eleven is the entry, "Martha Caroline, Daughter of Philip
Metz and wife Rebekah born 13th of June 1817. Sponcers A. Wecker & wife.". The
spelling is bad, but there is no doubt about who they are.

When Phillip died on 16 May 1842, Giles C. Linch, the lawyer and
son-in-law tock over., There are about 15 pages of detailed handwritten
documents to handle the business. Rebecca sold the farm on 20 Nov 1846. She
sold it to Job Johnston for $1,855. She signed the document with an "X".
Phillip's estate was settled in 1845. Each child received $570.29 and his
wife, Rebecca got $1,924.42, The total was $3,848.85. When daughter Rebecca A.
died in June 1843, her share of Phillip's estate was divided among the family.
The sums above may seem small in these inflated times, but Phillip died a very
wealthy man, In addition to the 618 acres of good farming land, he owned 20
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slaves, horses, hogs, cotton, corn, tools,

part of the inventory is below
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Ph1111p was the last ancestor w1th the Metts name that signed his name
with a mark. | R
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The family was left with decisions to make for the future. Legal action
forced division of the estate. The farm was sold. There is an interesting
point to make, here. We see the changing times. In old England, then Virginia
and with the move west, there was the old English law of "primo genitor" which
left all of the inheritance to the oldest son. The intention was to keep
estates intact. Wives got next to nothing. Now, here, we see Rebecca taking
her place as the head of the family. She had a lawyer son-in-law on her side.
The oldest son, David, set out for Winston County, Mississippi., The family
planned to follow him, so plans were made for the wagon train to leave in
1847. Other families joined the Metts family for the big move. Qur ancestor,
Michael Albert Metts, was to "pilot”" the convoy. Wagons, slaves, animals,
food, and money were organized and Phillip's wife, Rebecca Suber Metts would
head westward.

The story will return to South Carolina to give the family history of the
Saeber-Suber- Weyman-Miller- Glymph ancestors of Rebecca. (Please see the
chart). Later, the story goes back to South Carolina again for the Nash and
Hodges‘pncestors. Then, the Kaiglers will be the last of the South Carolina
kin. This is an apprOprlate time in the story to recognize and express
appreciation to four South Carolina -friends who are great genealogists and
generous contributors to this history.

Glenda Bundrick of Newberry and Betty Bundrick of Columbia have searched
and found every paper with any spelling of Metts and sent them to me with
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their expert interpretation and evaluation. Dr. Andy Suber, of Columbia, is
the head of the Suber clan. When his book comes forth, we will have a great
reference. Carol Speers is the Probate Clerk in the Abbeville Courthouse,
That's where the Old 96th District was administered. Carol knows where the
papers are and has helped greatly. Let me thank each of you before taking the
Mitts-Metts convoy to Mississippi!

MICHAEL ALBFRT METTS

born 4 Jan 1825 - died 6 Jun 1899
Captain, Confederate States of America

The move westward from Newberry County, SC, to Winston County, MS. would
have followed one of the old immigration routes beaten through the forest by
thousands of wagons. An article in the Winston County Journal, April 9, 1959,
discussed the early settlers of the county. It said, "Piloted to Mississippi
by M. A. Metts, they were the Livingstons, Kinards, Longs, Richardsons,
Priscocks, Lynches, Bakers, and Subers.”. The date of the move was 1847. The
family settled in the northwest corner of the county where they remained until
just before the War Between the States. The farm was near the Antioch Baptist
Church. Many of the Lutherans became Baptists when they found no Lutheran
churches in the area. Rebecca Suber Mitts, wife of Phillip, came along and
lived with her son, Michael Albert. He had been born at the old homestead on
Heller's Creek, then at the age of five, moved to Phillip's new farm near
Newberry. In 1847, he was 22 years old. In Louisville, MS, he met and married
Mary R. Nash on November 14, 1849, She was living near Louisville with her
mother and step-father, William P. Leech. Her mother was Margaret Hodges who
married her father, Dr. John J. Hodges. The Nash family will be discussed in
the chapters on Long, Nash, and Hodges. (See the chart)

Michael Albert was a leader with political ambition from the beginning.
He was educated, He decided to spell his name Metts instead of Mitts. The war
clouds were forming and the South would be a suffering land for all the days
of his adult life, '

The story about the family in Winston County will be written by our
cousin, George Metz, In order to avoid encroaching upon his prerogatives, this
book will give emphasis to our direct line, Michael Albert, his mother, and
her son, John Phillip Metts.

' b £ s Rebecca Metts died on August 26,
N 1862 at the age of 67 years, 1l
months, and 10 days. She is buried in
the cemetery of the Antioch Baptist
Church. I visited the grave. Beside
the beautiful old stone are the graves
of two little children: Renanra Metts;
d. May 24, 1854, ape 1 yr., 2 mos, 23
days; and Margaret R, Metts, died June
23, 1854 - age 3 mos.,26 days.

As T stood in that churchyard and
looked at those graves, I thought of
that bare clay Mississippi hill where
the old family tried to raise cotton.
Not even grass grows on that ground
devoid of topsoil and eroded by the
ages. The gaunt old church and the
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empty countryside may
explain why the family
went to Louisville and to
public service.

Today, the 1little
town of Louisville 1is
quiet and peaceful |
During my visit in 1981,
I went to the Confederate
monument in the center of
town. After getting
permission from a city
official in the furniture |
store, I put brown chalk
upon the name of Captain
M. A. Metts on the o
Georgia marble pedestal %
and took the picture °
below, Then, I went to
the barber shop nearby.
Five good ole boys were

sitting around talking to the barber.
When this stranger came in, there was
silence. The chair became empty, I
sat, and the haircut was started. At
last, the barber asked, "What's your
name?" I said, "Albert Metts". He
said, "We have an Albert Metts. He
got his 22nd pin on Sunday”. That
meant that he had not missed Sunday
School at the Baptist Church for 22
years! When I said that the old
gentleman was my cousin, they all
started talking and I was no longer a
stranger. My wife and I visited
Albert and my cousin John. Later, we
had lonf talks with George Metz. We
visited the graves of Michael Albert, .
Mary, and the other relatives in the
Masonic cemetery in Louisville. Back
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in the 1860s, when the war came to louisville, Michael was the sheriff of the
county. He continued to hold that position after he became a Confederate

Captain and went away to war. The story of his part in the war is told in a
very old newspaper clipping that was given to me by my Aunt Nora Turnmer when I
was a child. This old item has been copied in other publications over the
years.

ROSTER OF COMPANY D., PERRIN'S REGIMENT OF CAVALRY
Through the courtesy of our esteemed friend, Mr. B.F.Quarles, of
Meridian, we are enabled to reproduce the roster of Company D.Perrin's
Regiment during the Civil War, which will be found below, including a letter
from the 1late J.H.Cornwell, which will prove of interest to many of our
people.

(The letter was written in Plattsburg, MS, on 30 Dec 1907. Parts of the

letter are below.)
My Dear Comrade and Brother:

I am glad to comply with promise made you when in our city., Enclosed
please find roster of your company together with a short sketch of its history
and part taken in the grandest struggle that ever occurred in American
history, when the South's heroes made a fame as broad as the heavens and as
solid as the earth, the story of whose gallantry, endurance under the most
adverse conditions, and achievements has been read around the world.

Very many since the sad end of the tour have crossed over the
river and are now resting under the shade of the trees on the other shore and
are sleeping that blessed sleep from which 1 trust they will never wake to
weep. May that everlasting peace that comes alone from God be with them in the
quietude of their slumbers in the honored graves they fill. Along down down
the swiftly gliding years of time a few only of their comrades are left to pay
tribute of love to their memory ——.

(The letter is followed by the history and roster, part below.)

Officers and Privates of Capt. M. A. Metts Company

Shortly after Grierson's raid passed through Louisville in the spring of
1863, a company was organized —— as state troops and was called into
service by Gov. Pettus with the following named officers: Mike A. Metts,
Capt.; This company was ordered to a camp of instructions in Leake
county, at a church called Blue River, where it remained with several others
of same kind and was drilled under the instructions of Capt. R.O.Perrin. In
June the command was marched under orders from the Governor to Jackson, Miss.,
and was at that city when Vicksburg fell. The army then moved from Jackson to
Morton.——the company was disbanded—on 6 Oct 1863. Most of the company
re—enlisted, and after a brief stay at home they rendezvous at Macon, Miss.,
where a regiment was formed for Confederate service, with the following
officers and staff: :

Capt. Metts' Company with the balance of the regiment was ordered from
Macon to Canton, and was there ordered to report to Gen. S.W.Ferguson and was
attached to his brigade.

The command with the balance of Gen S.D.lee's corps, after serving in-the
campaign Arom Vicksbur% to Meridian in the spring of 1864 was ordered in May
to join the Army of Tennessee under J.E.Johnson, and on the 17th of May,
Perrin's Regiment engaged Wilder's white horse brigade.at Kingston, Ga., and
put them to flight, and captured Maj. Grant and several soldiers. Col. Earle
of the second Alabama, was killed the same day on another part of the field.
Capt. Metts' Company was in the fights at Marietta, Kennesaw, Lookout
Mountain, Good Hope Church, Peachtree Creek, Atlanta, etc. In the fight at
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Atlanta, Ferguson's Brigade captured a great many horses, wagons and men. The
army fell back by the way of Robertsville, S.C., Savannah, Ga., Atlanta,
McDonough, Macon, and Milledgville, where they had a skirmish with the
Federals, who burnt the bridge at Milledgeville. They had several skirmishes
near Louisville, Ga., one at the house of a Mr. Jones where they captured a
lot of fine wine and all got jolly. Another at Maj. Gobert's, and amother the
next day at Gambell's quarters. They were in the fight at Bethel church in
Burke county, and at Savannah. They next met a detachment of Federals between
Lexington and Highpoint on the R.R., and had an engagement with them. The
command was then ordered to North Carolina. They went as far as Greensboro,
and on their retreat they had a skirmish on the Yadkin river near Salisbury.
The company was in active service until the close of the war. They fought
their last fight at Trenton, N.C., about the first of May, 1865. They were in
Jeff Davis' train, and passed through Unionville and Abbeville S.C., and
crossed the Savannah river at Petersburg to Washington, Ga., where they
surrendered and were parolled at Forsyth on the 9th day of May, 1865.

The following are the names of Co. D, Perrin's Regiment Volunteer
Cavalry:

Mike A. Metts, Captain;

John Quarles, lst Lieutenant;

John Stevens, 2nd Lieutenant;

Thomas P. Metts, 3rd Lieutenant;

B. F. Quarles, lst Serg. Captured near Adairsville, Ga., in 1864, and
remained in prison until close of war.

(The roster goes on to list 113 men with details about many of them. Many
were killed, wounded, captured, or became ill. One of the privates was George
Y. Metts. We are fortunate to have this complete story of the service of
Michael Albert Metts.)

When I was a child, my grandfather, John Phillip Metts, was a great story
teller. There was no television in those times. I did like to sit and listen
to the tales. John P. was called "Pops'" by the grandchildren. He said that
Michael Albert, his father, was famous in the lLouisville area. He was the hero
of the war and an important man. Once upon a time, Mike was riding with a
group of men. His horse was at a full gallop. A deer ran across the fields
ahead., Mike drew his rifle from the holster and fired without slowing the
horse. The deer fell, shot through the heart. That gave the good ole boys at
the barber shop something to talk about!

The longest street in Louisville is Metts Street, named for Mike. It was
the first street paved with brick. His old house is gone and a newer large
home is on the old lot. Other houses, still standing, belonged to his

children.
Mike and Mary had a large family. George Metz will include the children

in his book, but some coverage is needed for continuity. In my search for
information, I received a long and very interesting letter from Ruth
Burkhalter; She was 72 years old in 1983 and knew my great grandmother, Mary.
Excerptj/from her letter are below.

2119 South Butterfly Circle
Gretna, LA 70053
May 20, 1983
Dear Cousin Albert,
—1 will give you what 1 recall— My mother was Lula Hodges Metts
Jacoway. She was the daughter of Michael Albert Metts and Mary
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Richards Nash, your great grandparents. It is my understanding that
Lula was the last born of thirteen children. I have heard that there
were two sets of twins in the thirteen, and about half of these
children were born before, and the other half after the Civil War.
I do remember Grandma Metts in Louisville, her old house,
her hospitality and pleasant manner with a sense of humor, She was a
petite ninety year old 1lady, very active until shortly before her
death, after a fall from the back porch which resulted in a broken
hip.

I remember knowing the following children of Michael Albert and
Mary - Lemuel, John (your grandpa), Nan (this would be Antoinette),
Michael, Robert, Molly Gully, Kate Woodward, and Lula Jacaway.

I recall a family reunion to celebrate Uncle John's 85th birthday
at "Little Nora's" home (Nora Turner), in a beautiful garden setting.
It was always hard to find a gift for Uncle John, so he received many
bottles of wine and whiskey.—Ordinarily, Uncle John would break out
a bottle or two of the gift spirits to liven up the party, but he
didn't mention this habit this time and finally one of the cousins
whispered a reminder to Uncle John, '"When are we going to have a
little toddy, Uncle John?" Uncle John boomed, "You young whipper
snappers can drink all of it you want - not me! — I'm on the wagon.
That's what killed Lem."

There was an uncle we called "Uncle Bud" His wife was Aunt
Ida. He was crippled with arthritis, and they ran the Winston County
poor farm. They lived in a breezy old grey house, full of the family's
cast off furniture (Beautiful Antiques). In the big front room, there
was a baby grand piano. Everybody played it somehow or other, and we
danced and sang. We swam in the lovely little springfed pool in the
woods. The children from all over Mississippi loved to visit there
every summer. Uncle Bud and Aunt Ida were real grand, He had a
wonder ful wry humor and played jokes on us.

My mother, Lula, told us her mother, Mary, would serve supper,
and get the little children to bed, then take extra food and blankets
to the jail (which was under her husband's jurisdiction) to be sure
the prisoners were not cold or hungry. It seems the Metts' were
charitable people - and in this moment's insight, some of this may
have been part of my motivation to become a professional social
worker.

Sincerely,
Ruth "Metz" Burkhalter
The picture on the left, below, shows Kate Woodward's family. The other
picture has Franki, Ida, Mike (Jr.), Victor, Albert, Bob, Lemuel, and Hattie.
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This picture is not very clear, but is shows Mary Richards Nash Metts
with six of her children. On the left is Robert (Bob), then Lemuel (Lem), next
is Mary Richards Nash Metts, Kate Woodward, John Phillip (our ancestor),
Michael Albert (her som, called Hlke after his father), and Holly Gully.
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Years later, this picture shows Kate Woodward, John Ph1111p, Molly Gully,
and Michael Albert, Jr. '
Captain Michael Albert
Metts died just before the
turn of the century, about
midnight, 5 Jun 1899. The U.S.
Census of 1850 shows M.A.
Metts, Jr., Mary, Rebecca, and
a young lawyer, John Wilson.
In 1900, the head of the
household is Mary R. Metts.
Living in the house are Lemuel
B., Mike A., Robert L., Ida L.
(daughter-in-law), Albert O.
(grandson) and four black
servants, Kate  Woodward's
family is next door with eight
children. Mary lived a long
and happy life until 1922. o— :

Little has been said about Michael Albert's career other than the war
service. His obituary in the louisville Journal explains why he was considered
to be a patriot and an outstanding citizen. My grandson, born on June 27,
1981, was . named Michael Albert Metts after his great, great, great
grandfather,
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CAPT. M. A, METTS DEAD

After an illness of one week
Capt. M. A. Metts, one of our
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county's oldest ecitizens, died at hi:

home in our town about midnight
June 5, 1899, He had been in fail-
ing health for something like a
year, having been confined to his
bed several weeks during the win-
ter but had recovered sufficiently
to be out and on our streets a fow
times, when last week he was tak-
en more severely than ever, and
notwithstanding all the medical
aid that could be brought to bear
he passed to the great beyond
without a struggle, in the 75th
year of his age. In the demise of
Capt. Metts our county has lost
one of its most prominent eciti-
Zens; a man who was always act-
ive in everything pertaining to the
interest and welfare of his coun-
t¥, a man of considerable influ-
ence for many years. Having been
several times honored with the
highest official positions in the
gift of the people of his county.
ge represented his constituents
in the lower house during the dark
days of reconstrction; was
then elected Sheriff, and then
State Senator. His last official
position was Postmaster. In each
position he bore the distinction of
having filled them with efficiency
and honor, Intilectually, he was
one of the ablest and most evenly
balanced men our county has ever
claimed; his council upon any
question being respected by all.
He was a devoted member of the
Louisville Baptist Church, and a
member of the Webster Masonic
Lodge for many years. He leaves
a devoted wife and eight children,
all of whom, except one,(Mrs.
Lula Jacoway) was at his bedside
when the end came, 7
/ His remains were borne to the
Masonic Hall where Rev. D. W..
Babb officiated appropriately, af-
ter which the Masonie fraternity
t9ok charge and paid the last sad
rites in the presence of a large
concourse of friends.
To the sorrowing ones, the Jour-
nal offers tenderest condolencs.
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JOHN PHILLIP METTS
Born 19 Jul 1855 - Died 2 Feb 1944

John Phillip Metts was the oldest son of Michael Albert Metts and Mary R.
Nash. John was born on the farm in northeast Winston County, MS. He was one of
thirteen children. Two of his sisters died and were burled beside their
grandmother in the Antioch Baptist Church cemetery the year before John was
bern. When he was about five years old, the family moved to Louisville where
the big frame house was built. His stories about his youth centered sbout the
old house, the slaves, and the boyhood pranks that he proudly described.

The career of John's father was discussed earlier. When the War Between
the States started, his father was Sheriff of Winston County, where he
remained until the early part of 1863. John was seven years old when his
father went to war. He became the man of the family. As the Lost Cause became
a reality, life in Mississippi became harder. Clothes were woven by hand.
Peach seeds became buttons. Food was scarce.

After the war, his father continued to serve as Sheriff, legislator, and
Senator of Mississippi. Later, John served for a short time as deputy Sheriff.
Then, when about 25 years old, he took & job with the Goyer Company of
Greenville as a drummer. In those days, a drummer was a traveling salesman. In
John's case, he sold wholesale groceries. In those days, families bought flour
and sugar by the barrel. John drove wagons pulled by many mules. He took
orders as he delivered the products to the grocery stores. He worked for the
same company for many years. His travels tock him to Kosciusko, Mississippi.
There, he met a young widow, Nora L. Tavlor Boyd. She was about twenty-five
years old and had two little daughters. John married Nora in 1882.

Nora L. Taylor Metts was born 15 Jun 1857, in Carthage, Texas, and she
died at the age of seventy-seven years in Greenwood, Mississippi on 9 May
1934, She was a kind and gentle person. All of her many children and
grandchildren loved her and knew her well. Nearly all of them lived in the
vicinity of her home, which was the gathering place for the family. Every
Sunday afternoon, the roll could have been called and most of the first
cousins would have answered, "present’. She loved little children. When times
were hard and money was scarce, toys for children were scarce also. But she
knew an endless number of ways to mmke children happy. There were the string
games. A small string would become a "Jacob's Ladder" or a "Crow's Feet".
Pieces of paper would become a crown for the king, or an airplane, or an army
of Confederate soldiers. She was always very quiet. Her voice was never raised
in anger. The worst thing she was heard to say was to call her husband =
"Hun". This was in reference to his German blood. The only person she hated
was the Kaiser - old Kaiser Bill, She held him personally responsible for

World War 1.
One would believe that all these children and grandchildren would know =

great amount about Nora's ancestors and background. The opposite is true.
Maybe it was because she seldom said anvthing about herself. To say that she
was unselfish is an understatement. All remember her with her long hair, black
turned to grey, reaching to the floor. She was s=mall, thin, with green eyes
and an olive complexion. Every morning, she would sit before her vanity and
brush hér hair for a long time, then roll it into a large ball upon her head.
But fifty years later, when this family history was prepared, nothing about
Nora had been recorded and, in the entire family history, this one person was
the hardest to trace. It may be that the reason is that she was so good. The
bad are easy to find!
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The start was made with her grandchildren, now grown
elderly. The little things remembered were collected. Gradually,
these seemingly useless little clues lead to the documents which
prove her 1life story.

The parents of Nora L. Taylor were Dr. Ward J. Taylor (b.
1833 in Butler County, AL) and Parilee Cock (b. Wilson County,
TN). Their parentage and lives will be discussed later.

Nora's father went to Texas in about 1855, six years before
the war. He may have been going to find his uncle, Ward Taylor,
but he found Nora's mother, Parilee Cock, a farmer's daughter in
Carthage, Texas. Ward and Parilee were married on 12 Sep 1855 at
the home 0of a friend in Carthage. Dr. Taylor did not practice
medicine in Texas. He was a farmer and not a very successful one.
Evidently, Ward was a very ill person. That may be the reason
that he did not practice medicine. He and Parilee were involved
in real estate in Carthage. They are shown in the U.S.Census 1860
(pp. 118~9). Nora is a little girl three years old.

During the War Between the States, Ward joined Captain T.D.
Sedberry's Company of Waterhouse's Regiment of Texas Volunteers
for three years. He is listed as 30 years old. Later, the unit
was redesignated as Company "F", 19th Texas Infantry. Ward was a
Confederate private. After a few months, he was discharged for
disability for "hemoptysis and an organic disease of the heart".
Hemoptysis means "expectoration of blood from some part of the
respiratory tract". This may explain the sad events before and
later. With no proof, he may have had tuberculosis. Highly
contagious, it may explain the mysterious disappearance of his
wife, Parilee. No trace has been found of her, but we know that
Ward left Texas and returned to Mississippi. (Ward Taylor's
records are in the U.S. Archives - 30685267, -5352, & -5431.)

After the war, in 1867, Dr. Ward J. Taylor is back in Holmes
County, Mississippi, where his father had 1lived. Ward was
appointed administrator of his dead father's estate and we find
him married to a new 21 year old wife named Kittie Courts.

Going back in time to 1862, Nora had a brother named
Caswell. She was six years old. Family legend says that Nora went
to school in Holly Springs, MS. Her great uncle, Caswell Cock,
lived in Holly Springs. Tombstone records show no Parilee in
Carthage, Panola County, Texas, noer in the Heolly Springs, MS,
area, nor in Holmes County, MS. Caswell was Parilee's son. Did
Parilee die in childbirth? All we really know is that poor little
Nora lost her mother and got a new stepmother that was only ten
years older~than she. At age 14, Nora was living in Goodman, MS.

Nora's life was to be filled with tragedy after tragedy =
more than enough to balance the happiness she must have enjoyed.
The town ©f Goodman is a beautiful little cluster of buildings in
the wooded hills of Mississippi. If you were to take away the
paved %treets and ‘the automobiles, and replace them with a few
mules and wagons, you might see the place where Nora lived as a
child. Her father was not wealthy, but he was a doctor. Nora's
father and her stepmother, Kittie, had a little boy named Wardie
and a little girl, but both of them died very young. There is a
beautiful stone in the cemetery across from the "Little Red
School"™ near Lexington. It tells the sad story: LITTLE WARDIE
/ Son of / W. J. & Kittie Taylor / Born Oct 20 1868 / Died Sept
27 1874 / 1Infant daughter of / W.J.& Kittie Taylor / Born & Died
July 11 1870 8




These were tragic events in the life of a girl in her late teens. But,
they were only the beginning. Her brother, Caswell, ran away from home and
disappeared. Nora was educated. She read and wrote well, Her son said that
she was educated at Holly Springs, MS.

Nora married a man named Charles Boyd. They lived in a larger town, about
twenty miles from Goodman, called Kosciusko. Her first child was Mabel (to
become Mrs. W. L. Anthony). When Mabel was very small, Nora became pregnant
with her second child. One day, Charles Boyd came home. Nora was sitting on
the porch with little Mabel. Charles went into the house and a shot rang out.
He had killed himself. No one knows the reason, When the baby was born, it was
a girl. Nora named her Charles Boyd.

The next event was a happier one. Along came the drummer named John
Phillip Metts., John married Nora. Little Charles Boyd changed her name to
Lolla Boyd Metts. Nora and John had six children: Mary (1884), Albert (1886),
Wardie Lee (1889-1895), Phillip (1891), Nora (1895}, and Edmund (1900). The
family moved to Greenwood, MS, in 1888 after Albert was born. They lived on
Claiborne Street on the bank of the Yazoo River.

Three more tragic events were to follow. Little Wardie lee died when she
was only six years old. Phillip was named for his great grandfather, Phillip
Metts, who died in South Carolina in 1842, Young Phillip, only 10 years old,
was in a houseboat on the river with another child from Greenwood. The other
child found a pistol and was handling it when it fired and hit Phillip in the
head. He died. Next, young Edmund lived to be sixteen. He was swimming in the
river near his home. He dived into the water and struck bottom. His neck was
broken, They took him to his home where he lived for several months. His poor
mother nursed him until he died.

Life in the old frame house went on. Albert was an outstanding baseball
player. That skill paid his way through Mississippi A & M College (Miss.
State). He lived in the old dormitory which came to be called "0ld Main".
When 1 was preparing to enter West Point, I went to Mississippi State for a
year and lived in the same dormitory that my father had occupied. The old
picture of the college is from Biographical and Historical Memoirs of
Mississippi, Vol II, recently republished by The Reprint Company of
Spartanburg, SC. The original was published in 1891 by Goodspeed Publishing
Co.
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Albert's younger sister, Nora, named after her mother, graduated from
Mississippi State College for Women at Columbus, MS. The family continued to
assemble at the home on Claiborne Street. The big event of the year was the
celebration of the birthday of John Phillip Metts. A day long party, wusually
on the bank of the river, would be the occasion for the entire family to get
together. The Metts clan from Louisville, MS, would arrive with all the little
second cousins. Barbeque of entire animals would be done by the men through
the day while beer and whiskey would disappear. The women did their share back
at the house, using the two large wood stoves in the kitchen. The children
enjoyed these affairs most of all. On one occasion, little Bob Metts, from
Louisville, drank an entire case of CocaCola while everyone counted.

The next tragedy has a grim humor involved. The family was assembled for
Christmas dinner. Everyone was busy. In those days in Mississippi, the
children were given fireworks for Christmas to celebrate the New Year. The
reason behind this custom was that Vicksburg had fallen just before the 4th of
July, so no one in Mississippi celebrated that day. Instead, New Year was the
day for fireworks. The cousins were in the front yard "shooting off" the
fireworks. One cousin was firing roman-candles up upon the shingle roof to see
the burning balls come rolling down. One did not roll. The house burned to the
ground with the family watching. All the Christmas presents, the food, and all
the worldly possessions of poor Nora went up in smoke. Albert threw an old
swing through the screen - the only thing saved. The two wood stoves were
sitting in the ashes with burned turkeys in the ovens. Michael Albert's sword
was burned. Well, there was no insurance, so the children built and paid for a
new brick home on the spot, The family meetings continued.

Nora L. Taylor Metts died of a general breakdown from old age. She went
into a coma and quietly passed away on 9 May 1934. Her grandsons were her
pallbearers.

After Nora died, old John Phillip lived for ten more years. He was over
six feet tall, very fair, bald, and thin. His eyes were bright blue. He wore
an imposing mustache. It was heavy and white. He loved his kin and was very
proud of his name. His stories were interesting and often exaggerations but a
little boy could spend hours listening to him tell about the "olden times”
when he was a boy in louisville. He said he was Dutch - back to the old error
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so common in South Carolina. In fact, he was part German, about
half. Te the kin who came to¢ his birthday parties, he was the
head ¢f the family and was respected. He died at the home of his
daughter, Nora, in Ruleville, MS, on 2 Feb 1944. He was 89 years
old. The last years of his life were spent at his daughter Nora's
home. She cared for him to the end. In the old days, children did
not put their parents into nursing homes as is done s¢ often,
today.

At this peint, as the writer, I wish to add a few remarks.
Probably, there are errors throughout this hook, but I have tried
to base the information upon valid documents. Even there, the

problems are many. Gross errors are found in many of the basic
documents. In the Metts family, my father did not know the
correct names of all of his brothers and sisters. He gave
incorrect information for use in a hook about his life — not done
intentionally, but ©because he did not know the truth. My own
birthday in all my army records is 24 April 1921, because that
was the date given me by my parents. I was born on 24 April, as
proved by my birth announcement in the local newspaper. However,
my Mississippi Birth Certificate states that I was born on April

4, 1921!' How can this happen? Well, if you were born in
Mississippl, you might understand. The death certificate for my
grandmother, Nora, made out by her oldest child 1is wrong. My

father's death certificate has several errors. I hope that the
major errors are corrected in this book.

For ©basic information -~ gravestones for the following
persons are located as noted:

Antioch Cemetery - Winston County, MS
Rebecca Metts - d.25 Aug 1862 - Age 67 yrs. 11 mos, 10 days.
Renanra Metts - d.24 May 1854 - Age 1 yr., 2 mos, 23 days.
Margaret R. Metts - d.23 Jun 1854 - Age 3 mos., 26 days.

Masonic Cemetery — Louisville, MS.
M. A, Metts 4 Jan 1825 - 6 Jun 1899.
Mary R. Metts — 1 Sep 1827 - 4 Nov 1922,
Wardie Lee, Dau. of J.P. & N.L. Metts - 14 Feb 1889-23 Aug 1895.
Phil Nash, son of J.P. & N.L. Metts - 3 Feb 1892-10 Apr 1902.
Kate Metts Woodward — 24 Dec 1858-17 Dec 1936.
Robert Lowery Metts 1872-1943.
Lemuel B. Metts - Miss.Pvt.Co.F.lst Reg. Spanish Am. War

24 Jun 1860-12 Jan 1936.

Ida Watson Metts - 1876-1935,.
Mike Albert Metts (Jr.) 1866-1934. )
Margaret Long Hodges Leech - Wife of Wm P. Leech 10 Jun 1800-10
Feb 1889. This is mother of Mary Nash Metts.

Next, having discussed John Phillip and Nora L. Taylor
Metts, it 1is appropriate to insert a 1listing of all their
descendafhts, prepared in 1982. It follows:
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The Descendants of
NORA L. TAYLOR (1857-1934)
m. (1) Charles Boyd
A. Mabel Boyd b. 28 Nov 1877 4. 18 Jul 1944
m. 14 Oct 1897 William Lonell Anthony
1. Ruth Haydn Anthony b. 24 Jul 1898
m. John W. Fergeson
a. Ruth Linn Fergeson
m. John William Carter
(1) Ruth Linn Carter
m. 27 Dec 1981 James McKee
(2) Elizabeth Wiggins Carter
m. Hildon Howard Sessems, Jr.
(3) Jeffee Anthony Carter
m. Harold Hughes Kent, Jr.
(a) Mary Hayden Kent b. 1980
(b) Harold Hugler Kent III b. Dec 1981
2. Nora Elizabeth Anthony
m. Richard Russell Span no issue
3. Mabel Boyd Anthony
m. James Tate Kirkland
a. James Tate Kirkland, Jr. (Navy Cmdr, Ret. Dallas, TX)
(1) James Widener Kirkland
(2) Julie Kirkland
4, William Lonell Anthony, Jr. (Twin)
m. Laurie Knox
a. William Lonell Anthony
m. Annette Forsythe
(1) William L. Anthony, 34
(2) Charlotte Anthony
(3) Kathy Grace Anthony
b. Laurie Knox Anthony
m. Clyde McGee
(1) Laurie Montgomery McGee
(2) Ann Carlyle McGee
(3) Clyde McGee, Jr.
5. John Metts Anthony (Twin)
m. Frances Pryor
a. John Metts Anthony, Jr.
(1) Elisabeth Anthony
b. Mary Pryor Anthony
m. Joe Anthony Sherman
(1) Joe Anthony Sherman, Jr,
B. Lolla Boyd b. ¢.1881 d. 11 Oct 1956
m. 27 Apr 1899-Reubin Lee Sims
1. Charles Wright Sims b. 10 Apr 1901 d. 8 Mar 1967
2. Mary Elizabeth Sims b. 30 Aug 1906
m. 16 Jun 1930 Robert Parker Parish, Jr,
a. Lolla Boyd Parish b. 6 Sep 1937 d. 25 Nov 1951
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NORA L.TAYLOR
Married (2) John Phillip Metts (1855-1944)
C. Mary Metts b, 1884
m. Dr. Edward Elson Bullock
1. Martha Wolford Bullock
m. L. R. (Ned) Kimball
a. Ken Kimball
m. Claudie Johnson
b. Martha Kimball
c. Leigh Kimball
d. Helen Kimball
2. Edward Elson Bullock, Jr. b, 1 Jul 1910
m. 16 Mar 1941 Ida Lee Downing b. 21 Jan 1910
3. Mary Metts Bullock
m. Lauton Terry Stevens
a. Lauton Terry Stevens, Jr.,
m. Caroline
(1) Susan Stevens
m.
b. Nora Terry Stevens
m. Chester Harvey
(1) Sara Stevens Harvey
4. Calhoun Wilson Bullock b. 26 Oct 1914 d. 29 Sep 1980
m. Edith McQuirter b. 11 Aug 1917 Memphis, TN
a. Dr. Calhoun Wilson Bullock, Jr. b. 3 Oct 1940 Cleveland, MS
m. Mary Elizabeth Grabiel b. 15 May 1938
(1) Julie Catherine Bullock b. 26 Apr 1969 Weisbaden, Germany
(2) Mary Jo Bullock b. 30 Aug 1971 Weisbaden, Germany
b. Evelyn Hunt Bullock b. 22 Aug 1944 Jackson, MS
m. Steve Alphonse Quave b. 13 May 1941 Biloxi, MS
(1) Matthew Lazrus Quave b. 13 Dec 1978 Vicksburg, MS
(2) Daniel Stephen Quave b. 26 Dec 1980 Cincinnati, OH
D. Albert Caswell Metts b. 6 Sep 1886 d. 23 Feb 1965
m. 19 Aup 1915 Gladys Marie Oliver b. 22 Jun 1893 d. 20 Jun ]950
1. Albert Caswell Metts, Jr. b. 24 Apr 1921
m. 2 Jan 1944 Elizabeth lLee Gray b. 16 Jul 1926
a. Virginia Lee Metts b. 18 Nov 1946
m. 30 Nov 1968 David Wendell Kennamer b. 14 Sep 1942
(1) Charles Albert Kennamer b. 9 Mar 1973
(2) John David Kennamer b. 27 Jun 1979
b. Albert Caswell Metts, 3d b. 6 Mar 1951
m. 12 May 1979 Patricia Coy Jurgens b. 17 Mar 1954
(1) Michael Albert Metts b. 27 Jun 1981
(2) Stephen James Metts b. 11 Aug 1984
c. William Roger Metts b. 30 Dec 1952 d. 26 Apr 1987
m. 13 Oct 1979 Rosemary Lindsey b. 6 Oct 1954
2. Elizabeth Piliow Metts b. 4 Nov 1922
r. David Chambers
a. Elizabeth Pillow Chambers b. 20 Nov 1944
m. 11 Oct 1981 William George Steffy
‘b. Jovce Ann Chambers
m. Dennis Stockard
(1) Shawn Stockard
(2) Lance Stockard
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3. John Pillow Metts b. 19 Mar 1927
m. (1) 15 Dec 1950 Mary Charlotte Gee b. 1925
a. Martha Gee Metts b. 8 Dec 1952
m. 24 Feb 1974 John Clark Graeber b. 4 May 1952
(1) Charlotte Gee Graeber 3 Sep 1976
(2) John Clark Graeber, Jr. 25 Sep 1979

John Pillow Metts b. 19 Mar 1927
m. (2) 21 Sep 1962 Priscilla Odom McCain b. 1927
b. Elizabeth Ryan Metts b. 11 Dec 1964
E. Wardie Lee Metts b. 14 Feb 1889 d. 23 Aug 1895
F. Phillip Metts b. Feb 1891 d. 1896
G. Nora Catherine Metts b, 2 Oct 1895 d. 28 Aug 1962
m. 18 May 1913 James William Turner b. 24 Jun 1880 d. 28 Dec 1944
1. William Wade Turner b. 10 Mar 1917
m. 26 Feb 1944 Nell Moore b. 11 May 1919
a. William Wade Turner, Jr. b. 8 Oct 1945
m. (1) Marsha
m. (2) Lenore Sowell b. 18 Jun 1950
(1) William Wade Turner III b. 1 Nov 1973
b. Nancy Matilda Turner b. 7 Sep 1947
m. James Zebedie Whatley
(1) Kimberly Ann Whatley 26 Feb 1969
c. James Michael Turner b. 10 Aug 1948 d. 10 Oct 1978
2. Edd Metts Turner b, 1919 d. 1988
m. 1 Jan 1945 Marion Julian Hardy b. 1910
a. Marion Julian Hardy, Jr. b. 1946
m. 27 May 1967 Beverly Ann Baugh b. 1948
(1) Marion Julian Hardy, III b. 1969
(2) James Matthew Hardy b. 1975
(3) James Turner Hardy b. 1980
b. James William Hardy b. 1948 d. 1965
c. Edd Metts Hardy b. 1953
m. 5 Aug 1972 Sharon Louise Hall b. 1954
(1) Lesley Babbs Hardy b. 1974
(2) Edd Metts Hardy, Jr. b. 1979
H. Edmund Metts b.-Feb 1900 d. 1916
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ALBERT CASWELL, METTS
6 Sep 1896 — 23 Feb 1965

Albert Caswell Metts was the second child of John Phillip Metts and Nora
L. Taylor. Albert was born in Kosciusko, Mississippi, where he lived until he
was two years old, when the family moved to Greenwood, MS. They lived in a
large frame house on Claiborne Street overlooking the Yazoo River. He 1learned
to swim in the river and was an outstanding athlete. He was educated in the
public schools. When he graduated from high school, he was given a baseball
scholarship to Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical College, now
Mississippi State University. He told an interesting story about his college
life. The students were in the R.0.T.C. and wore uniforms. The unit was sent
to the World's Fair in Chicago. When they arrived, they noticed that the other
military schools had much nicer uniforms. This may have 1lead to their next
actions. Airplanes had not been invented, but there was a large hot air
balloon which was tied to a long rope. People paid to ride up into the air to
look at the fairgrounds. Well, the boys were armed with the old Enfield Rifle.
It fired a rather 1large bullet. From a distance of about a thousand vyards,
several boys, including Albert, went into a prone position and shot holes in
the balloon. It sagged and slowly came down. He was famous in Greenwood, MS,
for that heroic deed! His baseball ability also made him well known.

After college, Albert became a cotton buyer — his life long occupation. A
cotton buyer knows how to class cotton by length of fiber and grade, how to
price it, and how to market the bales. He was well qualified. He learned by
doing, on the job, working in offices in Greenwood. On the side, he played
professional baseball with the Greenwood team.

el He met Gladys Marie Oliver in Greenwood. His
i, . family was poor. Her's was wealthy. She was a member
s of the Pillow family, owners of extensive cotton land
f around Greenwood. That family will be described in a
¢ scparate part of this book. Her father, John Madison
B Oliver, was an aristocratic and wealthy man, He owned
the first telephone company in Georgia. Albert and
¥ Gladys were married in Gainesville, Georgia, on 19 Aug
¥ 1915, She had never attended public schools. Private
§ tutors taught her and her brother William in her
B surmer home in Gainesville and her Winter home in
MM Florida. She went to Agnes-Scott, a girl's school, to
S8 prepare for college. Then, she went to Brenau College
in Gainesville, where she majored in music. She became
g an accomplished vocalist, ballet dancer and pianist.
¥ After college, she auditioned before and was offered a
x contract with the Metropolitan Opera Company in New
| York. Instead of following a career, she married.
After the wedding, they started housekeeping in a nice
new house near the home of Albert's parents.

Several years passed before the couple moved to Clarksdale, MS, and
bought a’little shingle house in town. Albert went into the cotton business.
For the  rest of his life, he was his own boss, being free on his own terms.

When the Great War, now called World War I, came along, Albert's college
training had prepared him for service. 1In 1916, he joined the National Guard
and was commissioned as a captain in the 1st Mississippi Regiment. On 1 Dec
1916, he was given orders and the authority to enlist Battery C, 140th Field
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Artillery. War was declared on 6 April 1917. Captain Metts mustered Battery C.
He had enlisted 136 men and 133 answered the muster.

Several months later, Captain Metts became
M Major Metts and on August 7th, he was ordered to
l Jackson to take command of the 140th Field
Artillery Regiment. He organized the headquarters
which commanded units in Mississippi. The
regiment had no colonel. Units of the regiment
were inducted into federal service in August.
Major Metts ordered the regiment to assemble at
Camp Swep Taylor at Jackson, MS. After the
regiment was formed, Major Metts was sent to Fort
Sill, Oklahoma to attend the School of Fire. After
the organization had been completed, he resigned
and went back to the cotton business in
Clarksdale, MS.

In the book, Military Annals of Leflore
County, Mississippi, Battery C, 140th Field
Artillery, World War I, by Vivian Loggins
McLemore, Teresa Loggins Oden, Sarah Willis
Loggins, and Eleanor Loggins Charlton, the story
~of the Artillery Battery is told in detail.

% Albert may have returned home to get his
family started. In 1919, a baby girl was born.

She was given the name, Alberta, although she was born dead. The baby weighed

over ten pounds and the delivery was long and hard. Alberta is buried beside

her parents in the Odd Fellows cemetery in Greenwood, MS.

The next child born was this story teller, Albert Caswell Metts, Jr.,
named for his father. The date was 24 Apr 1921. Eighteen months later,
Elizabeth Pillow Metts was born - 4 Nov 1922. She married David Chambers on 2
Oct 1943. He was a civilian instructor, teaching flyers at a small airfield
near Clarksdale when they were married. During the war, he left that position
to become a commwercial airline pilot, his life occupation.

The fourth and last c¢hild was John Pillow Metts, born 19 Mar 1927. He
married Mary Charlotte Gee on 2 Dec 1950. They were divorced. Later, John
married a second time to Priscilla Odom McCain.

The names of children and grandchildren are given on the schedule before
this article.

The cotton business prospered in the good times following the war. The
little home in Clarksdale was sold and a big new home was bought. Out Maple
Street and beyond the city limits, the large stucco two story home stood on a
ten acre plot. About two acres were in grass and large trees. A vegetable
garden and orchard were along the side. Behind, was a pasture with barns and
cows.

During the period until 1929, prosperity made life enjoyable in
Mississippi. There was a big, black, new Buick every year. Four negro servants
took care,of the yard, furnace, cooking, housekeeping,and nursing. Gladys had
difficulty with the birth of her last child. She blamed the doctor, not John.
She would never regain her health. During those years, she had a full time
white nurse to care for her. - 5

The good life ended with the great crash of 1929. Cotton was bought on
margin and the family fortune turned into a large debt. Albert refused to take
bankruptcy — as a matter of pride - and repaid all debts during his life. In
1929, almost everyone was in the same situation. That helped. The first thing
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to go was the Buick. No one could buy the house, so we stayed for three more
years. The servants stayed for a while because they had no place to go. That
means they had to be fed along with the family. Eventually, they all left
except for one. Albert's life was not easy. The vegetable garden was valuable.

As time passed, the cotton business improved, the big house was sold, and
the family moved to a smaller three bedroom home on Cherry Street. It was very
near the public school. Hard times may have caused some improvement in the
physical condition of Gladys. Her interest in music was renewed and she
directed the choirs of several Protestant churches for many years. Her soprano
voice was appreciated in Clarksdale.

Albert, Jr., finished public school, went to Mississippi State College
for one year, then to West Point. Elizabeth went to Mississippi State College
for Women. World War II started and John entered the Merchant Marine Academy
and, later, joined the Marine Corps. After the war, he went to the University
of Mississippi.

After the children were gone, Gladys had increasing problems with angina,
a heart disease. She had been a beautiful young girl with bright blue eyes,
dark hair, and a very fair complexion. As she grew older, she gained weight
and suffered from arthritis. Then, the heart problems started and ended her
life at the age of fifty-seven. She died 20 Jun 1950 in Clarksdale. She had
been born in Greenwood, 22 Jun 1893,

Albert lived alone in the house on Cherry Street for the rest of his
life. After the loss of his fortune in 1929, he seemed indifferent about
regaining any more than was needed for his family. He took pride in being
completely independent of his children to the end. He enjoyed hunting and
fishing all of his life. He was always kind and understanding with the
children and grandchildren. He had many good friends in Clarksdale. Gladys and
Albert are buried along with Alberta in his lot in the Odd Fellows cemetery in
Greenwood, MS.

ALBERT CASWELL METTS, Jr.
born 24 Apr 1921

A detailed description of my military career will be avoided, since this
is a book about ancestors. Instead, these facts may tell the story enough to
complete the direct line.

1. Born, at the Metts home , Clarksdale, MS,24 Apr 1921. Many records show
the wrong date of 4 Apr 1921.

2. Attended public school, Clarksdale, MS, graduated 1939,

3. Mississippi State College, 1939-40, Chemical Engineer, PiKA, Phi Eta Sigma
4. U. S. Military Academy, West Point, NY, June 1943, BS,

5. Syracuse University, 1953, MBA.

6. Thirty years service, Infantry, Colonel.

7. Campaigns - 4 Europe, World War II, 5 Korean War, 3 Viet Nam War.

8. Decorations - Combat Infantry Badge, 3 Distinguished Unit Citations, Silver
Star, 2 Bronze Stars, 2 Purple Hearts, French Croix de Guerre, others.

9. Faculty, San Antonio College, after Army Retirement.

10. Graduate, Army Command and General Staff College and Army War College,
11. Lived in Clarksdale, MS; West Point, NY:; Camp Shelby, MS; Italy; Germany;
Charleston, SC; Korea; Ft, Benning, GA; Syracuse, NY; Arlington, VA; Ft.
Leavenworth, KS; Hawaii; Arlington, VA; Carlisle, PA; Arlington, VA; and, San
Antonio, TEXAS.
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I married Elizabeth Lee Gray, called "Betty", on 2 Jan 1944. She was born
in Newport News, Virginia,on 16 Jul 1926. As a child, she moved with her
family to Hempstead, New York. This is a town on long Island, near New York
City. The Gray family story is told in a separate chapter of this book.

Betty and I met at West Point. She had come on a visit with her older
sister. During my years as a cadet, we were together as much as the rules at
West Point allowed. We were engaged on 24 April 1943, The diamond in her
engagement ring was my grandmother's, given to her by John Madison Oliver.
After graduation, we waited for six months before making the decision to marry
regardless of the war. World War II had begun and, when we married, no end to
the war was in sight. As an Infantry lieutenant, there was no doubt whatever
about my future. We married in Clarksdale, MS, at the Methodist Church. After
the wedding, we went to New Orleans, the Biloxi sea shore, and on to Camp
Shelby, MS.

Our first home was a converted garage 1in Hattiesburg, MS. We were
fortunate. Ninety thousand soldiers were at Camp Shelby. Hattiesburg was =a
small town. In six months, I was on orders to ship out - destination a secret.
Betty went to her parents home on Long Island, NY. I went to Italy. Years
later, she came to Europe with the first dependents. The Army was not ready
for wives. We took over a German house in Trostberg, Bavaria. As a Captain,
Constabulary Commander, I had 155 soldiers, 300 German Police, 36 Jeeps, 10
armored cars, and 12 trucks. The closest American woman, besides Betty, was
over thirty miles away. There were no American stores of any kind. We ate the
same food that the soldiers were issued.

On a- short leave to the United States right after the war ended, I had
arrangeq/for the next big event to take place. Our first child was due to be
born in November, a month when the snow is deep in Bavaria. The nearest
hospital was in Munich - a round trip of over a hundred miles. Early visits to
the doctor were made by jeep. I was worried and so were my 155 American
soldiers, most of whan were about the same age as Betty. They would do
anything they could to help her. They knew that she liked the old German beer
mugs, so on their patrols, they searched for and found many of them and gave
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them to her. When the day was getting near, a week early, Betty was loaded
into an eight ton armored car and slowly driven to Munich by Kapalinsky, my
eighteen year old driver. Virginia Lee Metts was born on 18 Nov 1946. When
notified of her birth, her grandfather sent a cable:'You must plan to have 47
more children since you are naming them after the states." He had chosen the
name, Helen Marie, for both grandmothers. Virginia Lee, called "Ginny",
g:rried David Wendell Kennamer, II and has two sons, Charles Albert and John
vid,

After Germany, we lived in Charleston, SC, for three years while I taught
at The Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina. Then, the Korean War
started in 1950.

) Betty was pregnant, I left on 24 hour notice. We
W packed out and moved her to Tulsa, 0K, where her
f& sisters lived at that time. I was fighting in Korea
% when Albert Caswell Metts, 3d was Dborn. His
« grandfather got on the Greyhound bus and went from
Clarksdale, MS, to Tulsa with one purpose in mind. He
named the child after himself, gave the nurse a box of
candy, and went home.

Here, I will tell the only personal war story in

= the book. In Korea, my company had just come out of
§ the famous Battle of Chipyongni, where the 23rd
Infantry had been surrounded for days by armies of
Chinese, After a day or so, we were sent into a
quieter sector, fighting North Koreans. Life was
easier, pushing north a mile or so each day.
I knew that the baby was due and I was worried. Days would pass before a
letter would come. In my thirty years in the Infantry, I would not dig fox
holes. I hate a hole in the ground worse than an automobile seat belt. Maybe
that's why I was shot in the face twice. I want to see what's going on. Well,
that day I was worried, so I go an entrenching tool (shovel) and started
digging into the hard ground. After an hour or two, my First Sergeant came
over and said, "Captain, sir, have you 1looked around?". I climbed out of the
hole and saw dirt flying all over the mountain side. Two hundred soldiers
decided that we were to have serious trouble if Captain Metts was digging in.
The baby was born 6 Mar 1951.

The third and last child, William Roger Metts, was born on 30 Dec 1952,
at Fort Benning, GA. For the first time, I was just outside the door, but
Betty asked the doctor several times to call the golf course and tell me that
we were having a child.

An entire book could be written on the immediate family, but there are
many ancestors to search out. In 1985, Virginia Lee, Ginny, and her family are
living in the Washington, D.C. area where she spent most of her childhood.
Albert and his wife have Michael Albert and Stephen James. They live in San
Antonio.

The Metts direct line has been traced from old Hendrick down to the
youngest. Now, we turn to the Metts wives and chapter by chapter bring each
surname back to the Metts they married. The next chapter will tell about the
ancestors of Rebecca Suber, the wife of Phillip Mitts. She was the great lady
that moved her family from South Carolina to Mississippi. Her tombstone is in
northeast Winston County, Mississippi, in the Antioch Baptist Church cemetery.
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Suber

Phillip Mitts married Rebecca Suber in Newberry County, South Carolina.
She was born in 1794, on the old farm of Michael Suber, a few miles north of
the old Mitts homestead on Heller's Creek. She died in Winston County, MS, in
1862. Her family, the Subers, were a numerous and well known family in
Newberry. The study of this very interesting family continues as the various
members are traced. Dr. Andy Suber, of Columbia, SC, is the leading
researcher. He is confronted with the usual genealogical problems. For
example, there were three Rebecca Subers living in Newberry County at the same
time. There were many documents with that name included. The question for the
researcher concerns selection,

Compared to the Metts ancestors of the same period, the Subers were
wealthier, owned more land, were more numerous, and were better educated. Some
of them could read and write. Our Rebecca could not. With the help of Dr.
Suber, we find that she is of the fourth generation in America, descending
from John Michael Suber, who came to America in 1752. The Subers are Lutheran
Palatines from Germany. As explained earlier, we will start with the immigrant
and trace this branch of the family back to the Metts line.

JOHN MICHAEL SUBER

The German word closest to Saeber is saber, which means sword or sabre,
That may be the basis of the name, but it soon became Suber. The first
evidence of the arrival of John Michael in America is in the Journal of the
Proceedings of his Majesty's Honorable Council of the Province of Carolina the
7th day of November 1753, The petition is on the next page.

So, here we have the story of his move to America. Note that he names his
children with the oldest, Elizabeth, aged 10. He says nothing about a wife.
From the age of Elizabeth, we guess that John Michael was born about 1730. He
must have paid for the passage because he sailed from Rotterdam, not England,
and nothing is said about an indenture,

‘As stated earlier, the old Germans may not have been able to read and
write, but they were smart, shrewd, and even devious at times. John Michael
shipped from Rotterdam on the ship Cunliff with children but no wife. On the
same ship was Elizabeth Millerin, a widow with her son, Hans Michael. Also,
on the Cunliff was Hans Peter Weyman. Well, John Michael married Elizabeth on
the boat, but they kept their secret for a very good reason. As two families,
they would get more land under the land grant system. Therefore, there are two
sets of documents which lead to two farms, side by side. Hans Peter Weyman
will be discussed later, when his daughter, Rachel, marries the son, George,
of John Michael and Elizabeth,

Elizabeth Millerin has an "in" on the end of her name because she was a
widow - Zan old German custom. Probably, the name was Muller, which means
miller - a person who grinds grain. This would have been her other husband's
name. Her son, Hans Michael, became Michael Miller and applied for his own
land grant and got it. The petition of Elizabeth will be on the page after
that of John Michael Suber (Michael Saeber). Note that Elizasbeth does not
mention her husband.,
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Page 513,
Beximming the 8th day of November 1752 inoluding ending the 14th day af Deocsmber 1753 AD.

ﬁn day of Bewsmber 1752
stition of Read the Petition of Elisabeth Milleriz bembly
Elissbeth Millsrin setting forth whereas ahe shipped barself! in Rotterdaz om

never
came hers om the en~ prays
oxragemant givem to Surwiyor General to lay out
Foreign Protestants Petitioner 100 sores of
No. in Femily right may have his Majesty's Bounty of Previgions

43 in duty beund shall ever pray-—===  Eligabeth Millarin

R
1
!
!

1
5

Prays for land and
ths Bounty Charlss Tolara the lst day of Deommber 1752.

The prayer granted The said Petition being considered and the Petition

Charges and Boemty Majesty's Bounty to the Petitloner————————ses +

The surveyors did their work and the land was granted in both cases. In
SC Archives, Quit Rents, 1760-68, part 2, p.203, we read: By whom, John
Michael Souber, 300 acres, 2 pounds, 8 shillings, 21 pence, Craven County,
money received in Proclamation 1/12/9, 200 granted to himself & 100 to his
wife Elizabeth Millerin, July 4th, 1754. Now, the land is theirs. The plat on
the next page shows land on both sides of Second Creek (later Heller's Creek)
in Craven County (now Newberry County).

Finally, John Michael and Elizabeth had to appear in court in Charles
Town (Charleston) to get memorials on the land. Both were granted and entered
in the book.of records .in sequence. Notice that Saeber is now spelled Souber.

A lot of detail has been presented to get these imuigrants settled on
Second Creek. The papers had to have been written by professionals — lawyers
for a fef. But the end result is that we know that they came to locate as
neighbors of the Metts family with a common origin.

Life for the family in the early years would be similar to that of the
early settlers, Wild game was plentiful. Neighbors helped in the clearing of
the woodland and building of a shelter. This family had children - his and
hers - to help with the work. Other Subers, probably kin, were coming to South
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Carolina, They are interesting, but this book deals with the direct line,
which continued to grow.

Saeber became Souber, then Suber. Their family, in 1852 consisted of
Elizabeth Souber, b. 1742: Hans Erick Suber, b. 1743; Conrad, b, 1749; and,
Michael Miller, b. 1747, Evidently, while John Michael and Elizabeth were
working on the land papers, they were also trying to increase their family.
George Suber, our ancestor, was born - not in time to be included in the
petition, so there were 50 acres less. But, he arrived soon after that 1752
date. Would you believe that George Suber asked for and was granted a land
grant in 17747 The Surveyor-General signed off on 4 May 1773. He must have
believed that George was an immigrant! If you subtract 21 years you will get
1752. They lost the race with the stork and lost 50 acres, but we gained an
ancestor. After George, they had John and (John)Uriah. For this couple, Dr.
Suber has identified 32 grandchildren.

Before 1leaving John Michael Suber, I wish to remark upon the fact that
133 years after the Cunliff crossed the Atlantic, I have four grandsons. One
is named John and one is named Michael.

GEDRGE SUBER
1752 - 1783

George Suber was destined to lead a very hard and short 1life. As
discussed, above, he was born in 1752, just before his parents would move to
the frontier to clear land and build their new home. Thirty-one years later,
George was dead. He had written no will, so he may have met a sudden death by
accident or violence. All that is known is that the inventory of his estate is
on file at the 01d Ninety-Six courthouse. (Box 87, Pack 2134.) The list of his
property is interesting. Also, the names of the witnesses are the same as
those found on various Metts documents. A part of the inventory is below.
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George Suber married Rachel Weyman,
have been born about the same time as George,

a very interesting woman. She must
because her father came to

America on the same boat, the Cunliff, as the Subers and the Millerins.
The Weyman petition for a land grant is similar to the others except that

one line raises a question.
petition.

It is very legible, saying, "He
has a wife and three children viz

Eva 16 years, Sussanna 16, Johannes
13, and Nyna Regina, 8 yesrs old,
and pever had any land in this

Province.” Is Eva his wife? Is she
only 16 years o0ld? That is what it
says! Our Rachel is not listed, so
she came along later. Was Eva her
mother? Why not? The old boy had
strong young pecople to clear the
land and plant the corn. It is easy
to understand how George Suber met
and married Rachel. Then, George was
given a land grant. How? Who knows?
Maybe he told them, in German, that
he was a new arrival. Just as he
turned 21, on 2 Mar 1773, he asked

for 200 acres in Craven County
(later Newberry) under the name
George Schuber, and it was a

"renewed" petition. That means that
he had tried for it earlier. Did
they turn him down because he did
not seem to be 21 years o0ld? Then,
on 2 April 1773, one month later, he
asked for 200 acres under the name,
George Suber. These records are in
the Council _ Journal. Well, the
King's Council gave George 100 acres
by land grant on 25 May 1774. George
Suber died .about the time that the
American , Revolution ended. No
records Have been found to show his
particiﬁgiion in the war. We do not
know how he died so young. He might
have been killed in the war and no
records tell about him. Or, he may
have been too ill to be a soldier.
We can guess. There are several
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interesting documents that show that
Rachel provided food for men end §
horses of the militia and that she i
was paid. Her "mark™ is shown on one :
of the papers.

During their relatively short °
marriage, George and Rachel Suber
had six sons: our ancestor, Michael;
Gasper; Leonard; Conrad; John; and,
George. After George, Sr., died,
Rachel married George Egner. He died '
in 1796, and Rachel became Rachel
Suber Egner Peaster. He died before
1808, Rachel lived until 1819.

The Sons of the American
Revolution have given George Subert
credit for Civil Service for
serving on a grand jury and a :
petit jury during the Revolution.
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MICHAFL SUBER
died 1813

Michael was the first born son of George and Rachel Suber. The date of
his birth is not known, but it must have been about or before 1770. He would
follow in his father's footsteps, as a poor German farmer trying to make a
living from the poor soil of Newberry County. This is an appropriate place to
insert a sketch of the Heller's Creek area in Newberry County with the
locations shown for Michael Suber, the Metts homestead, and other neighbors.
Michael bought his farm a little north
of where his father and mother lived.

He was a teenager when his father died. (

As the oldest son, he would care for
his mother until she remarried. Then, _ v
he would be free to get his own farm. & -
Michael may have been too young
for the American Revolution. At any Qi
rate, there is no record of his 3
service. There are "patriotic service"
documents that show provision of food
for men and horses. Of particular lovas o35,
interest is Michael's "mark' and the
names of Philemon Waters and Robert
Anderson. Remember that Henry Mitts
served in Water's Regiment and Robert porutomPode P!
Anderson signed Henry's papers. (See '
papers on the next page.)
Michael Suber married Elizabeth
Glymph. She was born in 1767 and died o
in 1825. Research of the Glymph family
has been interesting if not rewarding.
A lot of time and effort has been
expended trying to put the Glymphs on a
chart. There are a number of documents. . ard

Yenry Andirser o

Some have more meaning than others. (= i
Margaret Thompson of Roanoke, VA, is uhaben Gorch
the leading researcher on the Glymph Cammearis .

name. Someday, she may find the paper
that tells all. The key to the mystery
seems to lie in finding out more about
a lady named Catherine Lowe.

Glenda Bundrick, of Newberry, found an intriguing and complicated estate
distribution paper. It indicates that Catherine is the mother of Elizabeth
Glymph Suber. That is certain. Now the trail grows dim. Catherine's last
husband was Lowe. She seems to have had at least four husbands! One husband
was a Glymph, but which one? There are documents of all kinds. The estate
document /s on the next page. One paper places a Catharine Glymph in 1769 at a
mysterious place in Dorchester County below the Congaree River called "“Four
Holes Swamp”. This may be our Catherine. Next, there was a man named Abram
Glymph in the American Revolution. "He was born in 1748. He came from
Heidelberg, Germany. He was 5'4 3/4", brown hair, black eyes and fair
complexion.

Another man, John Abraham Glympff, age 28 came to America on the ship
"Neptune" 13 Dec 1754. (born 1726) Is this the first Glymph or is the
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revolutionary soldier the first? There is another story of a Glymph with the
same name who they say was hanged by Tories. Another story tells of a Glymph
who chased thieves on his horse and was never seen again. What may seem simple
becomes complicated when names and events are put upon a calendar. They do not
fit. Until someone can tell which Glymph married the populer Catherine, this
line has to remain in limbo. We know that Catherine Lowe had a daughter named
Elizabeth Glymph (1767-1825) and that she married Michael Suber of Heller's
Creek. Michael and Elizabeth had five children. They are named in Michael's
Last Will and Testament.
WILL OF
MICHAFL SUBER

In the Name of God Amen

I Michael Suber of the district of Newberry and State of South
Carolina being now labouring under a Desease but of Sound mind and
disposing memory blefsed be to God for the Same. Calling to my
recollection The Mortality of my body and well knowing that it is
appointed for all men once to Dye Do make and ordain this my last Will
and Testament in the Manner and from here after Mentioned
First I recommend my Sole into the hand of my God the giver of All
things and my body to be Buried in a decent Christian like manner at
the Discretion of My Executors here after to be Named and as to What
Worldly goods that it has pleased God to blefs me with I give and
bequeath in the Manner and form following.
Imprymis I give and bequeath unto my Dearly beloved Wife Elizabeth
Suber all my Estate both Real and personal Except that tract of lLand
which I purchased of Henry Lomanick that Contains Sixty two acres
which Said Tract of Land and the apurtenances thereunto belonging I
give and bequeath to my son John George Suber to him and his heirs for
ever the whole of which Estate It is my will and desire for her (Viz)
my wife Elizabeth Suber to have and Enjoy the rest of my Estate during
her Natural life or widowhood, but upon her death or marriage I give
the tract of Land where I now live to my three Sons Viz Abraham
Emanuel & John Thomas Suber to be Equally divided between them.
Imprymis I give and bequeath unto my two Daughters (Viz) Susanah Ignor
and Rebecah Suber the Sum of one hundred dollars to be paid by my Wife
out of the Sales of Such part of my Stock etc. as She may think
proper to Spare. And at the death or Mariage the balance of my Estate
I wish to be Equally Divided between the then Living Children.
Lastly I do nominate and appoint my Dearly beloved Wife Elizabeth
Suber and my Well beloved Son in law George Ignor Executors to this my
last will and Testament. In Witnefs where of I have here unto set my
hand and Seal this twenty third day of January In the year of our Lord
one thousand Eight hundred and thirteen.
Signed Sealed and Delivered
In the Presents of us.

Richd Huson his
Samuel Johnson Michael X Suber (SEAL)
Benj, / Buchanan ’ Mark

Recorded in Will Book "E" page 119

Proved March 1 - 1813

{Recorded Date Not Available)

Samuel Lindsey Ordinary of Newberry District
Box 18 Pkg.39 Est.No.424
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One of the children was Rebecca Suber, one of the most important of our
many ancestors. She married Phillip Mitts. Her life was discussed in the Metts
chapter. She is best remembered as the old widow who settled the estate of her
dead husband, Phillip, and took her family from South Carolina to Mississippi
in 1847,

The children of Rebecca Suber and Phillip Mitts were Lemuel P.; Martha
Caroline, who married Giles Linch; Elizabeth G., who married John C. Doss;
Michael Albert, our ancestor; David William, who married Mary M. Roland;and,
little Rebecca A. who died before the family moved to Mississippi. The names
are not in order of birth. David was born in 1815, Martha in 1817,and
Michael, in 1825.

Now, having traced the ancestors to Michael Metts, the next chapter will
be devoted to his wife, Mary R. Nash Metts.
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Nash

Michael Albert Metts married a petite beloved lady named Mary Richards
Nash. She lived for 95 years. Born in Abbeville, SC, her father died when she
was a little girl. In a matter of days her mother married again to a worthless
man. He took them to Winston County, MS. Later, she married Michael Albert and
they raised a large family. She came from a good family - NASH.

The Nash name can be found in England back to the twelfth century. Some
Nash members married into noble families., The name was spelled several ways in
old England, but, in America, the one spelling, Nash, has prevailed. The name
came from the ASH tree. Ash wood was used for bows.

Many men named Nash came to colonial Virginia. The first William Nash
came in 1635. In The Original Lists of Persons of Quality; 1600-1700, Hotten
writes, "7 August, 1635, Theis underwritten names are to be transported to
Virginea, imbarqed in the Globe, of London,—~." One of the names is " Wnm
Nash, 22 Years". Virginia, in 1635, was a new colony. Her very existence was
uncertain. Northumberland County was not established until 1648 from the
Chickacoan Indian District. The area is isolated by bodies of water so that it
is almost an island. It is over 50 miles northeast of Jamestown across the
York and Rappahannock Rivers. We do not know that William Nash went directly
to Northumberland County in 1635, but remember that the population around
Jamestown was very small and there were very few people besides Indians. We
do know that, in 1653, a William Nash appeared in Northumberland County as a
witness in court on 26 Feb., and in an indenture action; then, in court, Order
Book #2, 26 Feb. 1653/4, p. 22, states, "According to sufficient
proofs—~there is due to Mr Wm Nash 700 acres of Land for the transportation
of these persons following into this colony". The list starts with "“Himselfe
twice", then, "Ann his wife", and eleven more persons.

The rules for land grants were pretty loose, but the action proves that
he had become a landowner, an important man. Soon afterward, in 1654, a man
named John Ingram wrote his will and named William Nash as his executor. After
Ingram died, his wife, Jane, married Thomas Hopkins, who had a sister, Ann
Hopkins. This lady married three times., The first husband was Mr. Mallet. The
second was William Nash, and the third was John Meredith.

William Nash was back in court on 20 July and, again, on 20 November. He
was active in public affairs. His wife, Ann Hopkins, should be the subject of
further research. There should be an o0ld father back in Jamestown. William
went to court.again on 20 Aug 1655 and appeared before the Council. Then, on
the 20th of November, he was dead. In order book #2, p. 33, the Northumberland
court ordered "The court . doth order the Executor of the last will and
Testament of Mr. Wm Nash decd shall have the power to receive and pay
debts—the will being already proved until Mrs Nash her returne from her
voyage ffbm England or-order from her.".

In the year 1668, the Lancaster County deeds, p. 48, show that John
Meredith gave his Sons-in-law, Thomas and Will Nash one man called Thomas
Elston. This is important! Remember that William's wife, Ann, married John
Meridith when William died. This proves that William and Ann had sons named
William and Thomas, and that they are in Lancaster County, which is next to
and south of Northumberiand County.

B2 7}



Back to the Lancaster County orders, the court, on 8 SeE 1669, p. 119,
e

"Eliz., Widd. and Relict of Tohy horton decd., is to have her thirds; one
third to be given to Will Nash long since decd. and unto his youngest sonne
since also decd. and so ye Est. to his Mother and the other 2 parts to his
surviving brothers, to be equally divided between them; Thomas Nash one of the
Sons of Will, Nash decd. being an orphan chose John Carter, boate wright,
guardian; Will, Nash, another son, chose Will Edmonds guardian.".

Cousins, the item, above tells a lot, if you can translate it! A relict
is a widow, but it can mean, also, one who has no one left. The "Will 1long
since decd." is our William Nash who died in 1655. We see the William Nash II
as a young man. In 1672, he must be grown, because he bought 200 acres in
Lancaster County. Thomas Nash died in 1675 and left his estate to his only
brother, William, who must have continued farming in Lancaster County. About
one generation later, in 1713, a young 1lady, named Frances Chilton, of
Lancaster County, was placed in care of William Nash III until she became 18
years old. He was listed as a member of Christ Church in Lancaster County in
1716. William married Ann Kirk on 10 Feb 1717.

Now, the documentation shifts to the Great Fork of the Rappaharinock
River.

Here, we see that several counties

converge. The X is the land owned by

the Nash family. The fork of the
rivers is really in Culpepper

County, but Stafford, Orange,

Fauquier, and Spotsylvania Counties

come together at the fork. Papers

are in the various courthouses, some
in more than one.

As information is documented
step by step, the reader will become

a little bored, but this line has

not been traced before.

We have to be

certain that there is a

link between these men

named William Nash as

1’n@ they move across the

T&k“nﬂbdr state of Virginia. The

No w first indication was

that William Nash was a

pancaster witness for a man named

Poliard, of Lancaster

County, William appeared
in Orange County.

Then, William Nash bought 200 acres for 30 pounds, in St. Mark's Parish,
on the north side of the German Road in the Great Fork in 1738. Three years
later, this transaction provides the 1link to Lancaster County. On pages
36066, 25/6March 1741, "Thomas Pollard of St. Mark's Parish, Orange County,
to William Nash of same. Lease and release; for 219 acres in Lancaster County,
being the Aand bequeathed to Wm Nash by his late father Wm Nash of Lancaster
County, ahd also 1800 pounds of tobacco." This proves that we have the right
William son of William. .

In 1750, William Nash sold 200 acres of the 400 acres, above, bought in
1741, He is described this time as "of Culpeper County” and the deed states

Washington, D‘.'(f‘.
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"Betty, the wife of William, relinquished her right of dower.".The price was
37 pounds. The other 200 acres were sold in 1753 for 20 pounds. Now, we have
proved that we have William with a wife named Betty. Pollard sold his 200 of
the same acres in 1758 for 50 pounds (30 pounds profit!). The deed refers to
William as "late of Culpeper, deceased."

The Metts chart at the beginning of Part I shows the Nash line up to
William 4th: and his wife Betty. Based upon the facts listed, we can conclude
that:

I. William Nash was born in 1613. He came to America in 1635. He was
married to Ann Hopkins. He died in 1655. Ann remarried.

II. William Nash, Jr. was born before 1648 and died after 1675. He lived
in lLancaster County.

III. William Nash, 3rd was born before 1692 and died before 1741. In 1717,
he married Ann Kirk.

IV, William, 4th was born before 1718 and died in 1754. He married
Betty— before 1738,

William, 4th, and Betty had their first child, James, on 6 Jul 1739.
William, 5th came on 2 Feb 1741. When this birth was recorded, William was
listed as "son of William and Elizabeth later of Culpeper Co.". In Slaughter's
History of St. Mark's Parish, p. 45 says that William Nash witnessed the first
will recorded in Culpeper on 1 Sep 1748. He was in the same place all of the
time, but was recorded in Orange, Spotsylvania, Fauquier, and Culpeper
Counties. When William, 4th died, his will was recorded in Will Book A, pp.
102-3, Culpeper. There is this statement:

"We the subscribers have appraised the estate of William Nash, dec., this
8 March 1754. Includes 8 Negroes valued at 235.0.0. pounds. Total Valuation
277.14.9 pounds.

Joseph James
Reuben Long
Antho. Haynie

16 May 1754. Returned and OR."

The 277.14.9 means 277 pounds, 14 shillings, and 9 pence. The signature
of Reuben long was by the father of Polly Harrison Long, who will marry
William Nash's son John Nash.

Pages 188-9 of the same Will Book A shows the settlement of the estate.
He died leaving a wife, Betty—, no will, a list of debts, and children.
According to the laws of that time, Betty paid the debts from the estate. That
list is on page 262 of the Will Book. Then, she was appointed guardian of her
own children on 20 August 1762. On 18 August 1763, she was given 20.14.2 1/4
pounds for expenses boarding four orphans of William Nash, dec. On 19 August
1764, she went to court again to explain receipts of 68.14.10 3/4. Her last
visit to court was 15 August 1765. Poor Betty Nash died in 1766. A widow's
life was not easy. These tedious lines prove that William and Betty are the
parents of John and James Nash. Both of these sons are our ancestors. John's
son Reuben married James' daughter Nancy, his first cousin. Betty Nash had no
will. Recorded in Will Book B, p. 6, is:

nventory and Appraisal of Estate of Betty Nash, decd., made 25
Oct,4 1766 by Reubén Long, John leavel, Samuel Stigler-

Estate Division: equal shares to William Nash, Robert Sanders
and wife, Elizabeth Nash, John Nash, Leanna Nash, Elijah Nash, Mary
Nash.

Division dated 17 July 1767. Presented by Edward Walkins and Samuel
Clayton, Jr.
Recorded 20 April 1772 (Inv. and division]
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Strangely, when the Division of Estate of Betty Nash by James Nash
Admr., was made on 19 Oct 1772, the list of legatees had additions and
differences. There is no explanation. The legatees are James Nash, William

?gsh P?%ert Saunders, and wife Ann Saunders and wife Ellzabeth Bryant
ornhill and wife Leanna, John flJah Nash, Nathaniel Robertson ~and

wife Mary. The list was recorded 16 Nov 1772.

John Nash is on both lists. In 1772, he is 25 years old. The documents
ahove give a peneral 1listinpg of the children of William and Betty Nash. In
later years, the Bible of Abner, son of John Nash, records the birth of John's
oldest brother, James,

JAMES NASH married ANN
6 Jul 1739-13 Dec 1806 9 Dec 1765 20 Feb 1737-after 1806

James Nash was born on Orange County, VA, (or Culpeper, or one of the
other counties around the farm in St. Mark's Parish in the Great Fork of the
Rappahannock!). His father had moved west about a year before he was born, the
oldest child. He became the head of the family at the early death of his
father. ille was executor of his father's estate, which was divided into many
parts. As head of the family, he indentured his younger brother, Flijah, to a
cabinet maker to learn a trade. The contract is interesting because it puts
every detail into writing. Elijah's case is very sad, however. He was killed
in action in the American Revolution. His will is on file in Virginia - a
pitiful document. lle never married. William, the second son, married Mary
Horgan Bradford. They had children, but no daughter named Nancy. There were
four brothers.

James married Ann on 9 Dec 1765. They had children named Larkin, James,
George, Valentine, and Nancy, born in 1777. James Nash was 37 years old when
the American Revolution started. He served as a private in the Artillery in
Virginia. ilis service is documented in the U.S. Archives. Also, he is listed
by Brumbaugh in Revolutionary War Records, Vol. I, VA ,p.208, and by Gwathmay
in Virpinians in the Revolution,p. 577. The U.S. Archives records are beIOW'

*w—-—-:--- - - et
ot '3'" """ [ /....,:r“" "L-"'-'"P'; ;F_;},f""-'s
bR b A o Y | M Iy,
. I- .-"! =
- = e =

?”

Book

‘ uuder thie foilowhrg heading:-— i

(Rovoluhonary War.) #A Liat of Stnte Soldiers and Seaman who have
received Certificates for the bulsnee of their full
ny. Agreeable to Act of Assembly pnssed
glovember Bession 1781 it s
TTTTTERL O T S 1At

Ir

e CARD NUMERES.- et ]

'~3¢/é 54’1'71»3 g :;‘j;’g Fl LEZ D

. e Remarke:...........: S == C S
The service ot Eﬁﬁmiiﬁéﬁééwto James Nash has been proved to and approved
by the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.

56



The name of James Nash is on the Culpeper, VA, 1list of taxpayers for
1783. Soon afterward, the Nash move to South Carolina started. James took his
family to the Pendleton District (now Anderson County). This is west of
Abbeville. The family is in the 1790 Census of SC. He was given two land
grants by South Carolina. In the 1790 Census, he was number 526, In 1800, he
was number 517 They spelled his name wrong - Gnash -, but we have the right
man. (1790 - 00101-00001-09 1800 -~ 20010-30010-01)
The James Nash family lived on Hen Coop Creek. He was called James Nash,
Sr., when he sold land to Jehu Orr on 3 Aug 1799, James, Jr. and Valentine
Nash witnessed the deed. James died in the Pendleton District, SC. His will
mentioned his wife, Ann. He left his son, Larkin, two slaves. James got two;
George got onejand, Valentine got two. Daughter Nancy was given "negro boy Ben
and girls Lydia and Sarah”. Negro Tom was to be free to go and live where he
chose and enjoy the profits of his own labor. Wife Ann, Larkin and George were
executors. The will was proved 19 Jan 1807. James had a brother, John Nash,
who moved to South Carolina, too. He lived at Abbeville.

JOHN NASH married MARY (POLLY) HARRISON LONG
16 May 1747-20 Gct 1794 2 Jan 1770 15 Apr 1754-1820/1822

John Nash was born in Culpeper, VA. He is a younger brother of James
Nash. John married Polly Harrison Long just before she was 16 years old. He
was 22, The dates and many more to be stated, come from the Abner Nash Bible,
printed by the Mississippi Genealogical Society, Vol. II, p. 58.

The couple 1lived in Culpeper County and were there when the American
Revolution started in 1776, John served his country and his service is well
documented as being in the 9th Virginia Regiment and in the 13th Virginia
Regiment, both being in the Continental Line. His records are in the U.S.
Archives and most general references of Revolutionary soldiers include his
name. He is listed by the NSDAR. Also, he has been proved to and approved
by the Sons of the American Revolution. The U.S. Archives records are below:
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During the Revolution, Polly would have remained on the farm. The
Virginia tax list for 1783 shows John paying taxes in Culpeper. He had 4
slaves. His father-in-law, Reuben Long is listed also with 16 slaves.

There has been confusion concerning the children of John and Polly Nash
in various NSDAR applications. Therefore, the following listing is given with
dates from the Abner Nash Bible: (This Abner Nash was John's son. )
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born married

Reuben 25 Jun 1771 Nancy Nash, Ist cousin
Abner 21 Jul 1773 Elizabeth Piles

Ezekiel 11 Feb 1776 Elizabeth Norris (m. Pope)
Theodosia 10 Feb 1779 (1) Petty (2) Cox

Betty Evans 11 May 1781 William Glover

Nimrod 27 Jan 1784 Elizabeth Connor

Melinda 7 Jun 1786 Thomas Tarrant

Lusinda 10 Aug 1790 Major Cain Broyles
Mertilday &4 Jun 1793 Joshua Halbert

The names were taken from Abner's Bible, but spelling of several names
were changed to conform to the will of John Nash. He could read and write, so
it is assumed that his wishes concerning spelling should be considered.

The marriages conform to a Nash genealogy written in 1876 by Ira Norris
Nash, son of Fzekiel Nash. This genealogy was provided by Mr. Steve Nash of
Starkville, MS. The material is included in detail because John Nash is an
excellent choice by any Metts descendant planning to join the NSDAR or the
SAR.

Looking at the dates of birth, one might wonder how that could happen
with John off to war. Well, the answer is that soldiers of the Revolution did
get home from time to time. His service in the 9th Regiment, then the 12th
Regiment may show one visit home.

After the war, land grants were given to the returning hero. That may
explain John's move with his big family to South Carolina. By now, the reader
has seen a few of these large families., The family farms were not large enough
to be divided among all the children. The South Carolina index to land grants
between 1794-1800 shows John Nash with three. By 1790, when the first U.S.
Census was taken in South Carolina, John Nash is listed in the Ninety-5Six
District, Abbeville County. In his home are 3 men, 16 or over; two boys under
16; five females; and 4 slaves. These figures check with the family listing,
so we have the right John.

John Nash is given special attention in this family history because he
deserves respect and admiration. He was a patriot and raised an outstanding
family. He was deeply religious, a Baptist. He and Polly were members of the
Turkey Creek Church. Ezekiel was a member, too.

Just before 1790, the preacher was moved to another church and John Nash
agreed to meet with the church to enable them to keep up their services on the
lord's day. He served in many offices beside preaching occasionally until his
death in 1794. (South Carolina Baptists, 1670-1805, Townsend)

When John died, he left a will, clearly written, and signed. (Box 70,

Pack 1720, Abbeville Courthouse)

In the name of God. Amen: I John Nash of the County of Abbaville and Stste of South Carclina being very sick
and weak in body tut of perfect mind and memory thanks be given unto God. Calling unto mind the mortality of
my body and knowing that it is appropriste for all men once to die do make and ordain this my last will and
testament that is to say principally and first of all I give and recomend my Scul wunto the hand of Almighty
God that gave it end my body. I recotmend to the esarth to be buried in & decent Christisn burial at the
discration of my Executor is wllling doubting but at the general resurrection I shall receive the same again
by the mighty powsr of God. And as touchin such worldly estate wherswith I have pleased God to bless me in
this 1ife. I give demise and dispose of the same in the following marmer and form.

First I give and bequeath te Polly Harrison my desrly beloved wife my whole Estate both real and personal
during her natural 1ife or widowhood and after her death or marriage I give and bequeath to my three sons
Abner Ereldel and Nimrod all that tract of Land whareon I now live Containing 401 Acres to be equelly divided
amongst them and the remainder wf my Estate both real and perscnal I leave to be squally divided amongst my
four Sons Reubsn, Abner, Ezeklel and Nimrod and five daughtsrs Theadoshe Bettey Evans Melinda lusinda and
Mertilday I likewise Constitute make and Ordain My beloved wife Polly Harrison and my three Sons Reubsn Abner
and Ereklel my Executors of this my last wlll and Testament And I do hsreby utterly disallow revoke and dis-
anml all and every other former testaments Wills Legatiesz bequests and Executors by me in anywise beforas
named willed and bequeathed ratifying and Confirming this and no other to be my last wlll and teatament In
witness whereof I have 777777777 my hand and Smal this twentieth day Octobar in the ysar of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and Kinety four

Signed Sesled Published Pronounced and declared by the said John Nash as his last /8] Jahn Kash
will and testament in the presance of us who in hia presence and in the pressnce
of sach other have hereunto Subscribed ocur nemes

um.,jk Whits  John White James Smith 58 )y /// /’/%51/4//[
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When John died, the Abbeville Court appointed five "free holders" to
appraise and inventory the estate. Of interest, at this point, one of the men
was James Hodges. Remarks will be directed to this fact when John's grandson
enters the family history. The 1list of John's property is long. Each
generation seems to have collected more tools, household items, cattle,
slaves, and horses. Although the year is 1794, the value of items is stated in
English pounds, shillings and pence.

The line from John to this writer is proved with the Sons of the American
Revolution. The NSDAR has approved it to Ed Metts Turner Hardy, first cousin
of this writer. Reuben Nash, the oldest son of John is our ancestor.

REIJBEN NASH married NANCY NASH
25 Jun 1771-4 Apr 1822 30 Sep 1792 1777-after 1851

Named for his grandfather, Reuben Long, Reuben Nash was born in Culpeper
County, VA, He was almost grown when the family moved to Abbeville County,
South Carolina. He was a hard working and ambitious young man. He wasted no
time in learning how land was acquired. He must have gone with his father to
draw for land grants. In 1786, John got one land grant and Reuben got two, at
age 15. He must have been large for his age! Did he tell them that he was 217
Then, in 1788, John got two land grants and Reuben got three. Again, in 179,
Reuben got one more, the sixth. The plat, below, shows, as the dim writing
explains, "Reuben Nash, 997 acres of land situate above the line on Little
Beaver Dam Creek waters of Keowee River recorded this 30th day of June
1787, .
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Today, this land is near Clemson University in far western South
Carolina. In fact, the Keowee River is now Lake Keowee and the property is
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under water, probably. From the 1787 date, this property will be only two of
the six land grants. Reuben was well off. Also, he owned and operated a store.

Nancy Nash married Reuben on 30 September 1782. She was his first cousin.
Her father was James Nash, who moved from Culpeper, VA, to the Pendleton
Nistrict of South Carolina. James was the older brother of John Nash, the
father of Reubhen. This means that James and his wife, Ann, are our ancestors
as well as John Nash and his wife, Polly. This relationship was discussed in
the Nash family papers provided by Steve Nash, but the legend had to be
documented. The family legend about Nancy and Reuben came from several of the
very old papers provided by Steve Nash. The old genealogy said that they were
cousins. Then, in the will of James, discussed earlier, remember that he left
three slaves to his daughter, Nancy. The slaves were Ben, Lyddia, and Sarah.
Nancy was 30 years old when the will was proved in 1807. When Nancy's husband,
Reuben Nash, died 15 years later, the inventory of his property listed the
house slaves before the household items. The field hand slaves were listed at
the end along with the live stock. The list of house slaves has eight names.
They are: Ben $800; Boys, Armsted $400, Pierce $400, Servia $225, Orange $225;
Child, Harry $150; Woman, Sarah $10, Caroline $250.

Lyddia is not there - dead? sold? given away? free? Probably, Ben and
Sarah are the parents of the rest. The low price on Sarah would have been set
by the kin who did the inventory to make certain that she stayed with Nancy,

The slave records and tax schedules give answers, sometimes,

evidence can be found.

Reuben Nash and Nancy had four children. They were Dr. John J. Nash,
born 18 Mar 1795; Valentine, born 3 Dec
on 28 Aug 1815. What they lacked in

ancestor, horn 6 Nov 1793; Mary Ann,

1796; and Nancy Adeline

Ophelia Nash,

when no other

our

number of children, they made up in names. Mary Ann was called Polly. Polly is

the universal pet name for Mary. The little girl was called Nancy A.O.

Nash.

Valentine was a boy (not born on 14 Feb.). Well, here we have more clues for
the detective! These names are unusual enough to stand out.

If complications have been evident, the plot thickens as we proceed.
Polly married Mr. Richardson. Nancy A.Q. married another John Nash, a cousin,

and moved to Leake County,

his brother, Valentine,

Abbeville, and moved to Columbus, MS. More will be written about the

connection, later.
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Reuben Nash was an outstanding soldier and patriot as well as a
successful business man. The War of 1812 was called the Creek War in western
South Carolina. The problem with the Indians was caused by the English. They
encouraged and advised the Indians to rise up against the settlers. Militia
units were formed for protection. Reuben was a lLieutenant Colonel commanding a
regiment given his name, Nash's Regiment. His records in the U. S. Archives
are on the previous page. They show little detail, but many years later, in
1851, Nancy Nash, Reuben's widow, asked for bounty land. Her  statement,
below, tells about Reuben's service. It shows, also, a very smart old lady.
Her dates are exact with the Abner Nash Bible. She refers to Reuben's Bible.

It has not been found.
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When Reuben Nash died in 1822, he was only 51 yearsw c'f[d. Nancy was
younger, but she never remarried. His death may have been an accident or
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sudden illness. He left no will. This is out of character for this man. After
he died, the machinery of government took over. His two sons John J. (aged 29)
and Valentine (aged 26) sued for a letter of administration. The resulting
inventory shows a wealthy man. Sixteen slaves, pages of furniture and farm
equipment, and farm animals were accounted for. The biggest problem seems to
have been little Nancy A. O. Nash, aged 6. The other children were adults.
Bureaucratic papers appointed Nancy guardian of her own child. Every year, she
had to go to court, 1822, 1823, 1824,1825, 1826, and 1827. Nancy was smart.
She kept a slave named Bess. In return, she took care of her own child and
whatever was required for a little black son of Bess - named Orange. In 1827,
Nancy A.0O. was 12 and her mother gave her a little black girl named Caroline.
When, why, and how Nancy pulled up stakes and headed for Mississippi is
not known. Maybe she was tired of the boys at the courthouse. In Mississippi,
she lived her life out in the home of John Brownlee. John's wife was Diadema
(or Jidonia or both names) Nash. She was the oldest daughter of Abner Nash,
Reuben's brother. The Brownlees lived in Houston, Chickasaw County, MS.

DR. JOHN J. NASH married MARGARET HODGES
6 Nov 1793-c.15 Feb 1833 ¢.1820 10 Jun 1800-10 Feb 1899

Qur ancestor, Dr. John J. Nash is the son of Reuben Nash and Nancy Nash.
The fascinating study of genealogy involves detective work in looking for
information and the determination that some of the information is false.
Seldom is the story complete. Facts are waiting to be found. Constantly, there
is the challenge of bad information. Books by reputable experts are dead
wrong, sometimes. You find the best evidence, think for a long time and give
it your best shot. The great mystery of Margaret Hodges comes up in this part
of the book. It has been solved.

Dr. John was born in Abbeville and died in Abbeville when he was only 37
years old, probably from pneumonia. He left no will. Now, let's start with the
evidence we have. John's birth date is from the Abner Nash Bible. His
parentage was proved earlier. Several reference books and his death
administration papers call him Doctor Nash. This is logical. His father owned
many books, was educated, and wealthy. Dr. John married Margaret Hodges. Here,
the search became tediocus. There are a lot of Hodges reference books. One says
Dr. John married Mary Hodges — WRONG!- his brother, Valentine, married Mary.
Another book says that Margaret married a "Leech or Leach" and gave a strange
date. The old Nash genealogy was written by Ira Norris Nash, son of Ezekial
Nash, Reuben's brother, in 1876. He states, "Dr. John Nash—married a Miss
Hodges". Further, "Col. Metts of Winston ~ now in the Legislature married Mary
Nash, daughter of John Nash and Margaret Hodges. They live near Louisville.".

The death certificate of Mary R. Nash Metts lists her parents as John
Nash and Margrette Hodges. These documents are supported strongly by family
legend. In the search for the truth, queries were placed into genealogy
magazines with no results. Then, in Washington, at the NSDAR library, there
was an old document from Hodges origin that named Dr. Nash. The paper had been
there for many years, sent to them by Frances C. Ebaugh. The librarian checked
and found that the lady is still alive and provided her address. She is in her
80s and lives in Florida. She provided the information that solved the mystery
and gave valuable information about the family. She wrote that Margaret Hodges
had married Dr. John J. Nash and they had six children. Then, when John died,
she married William P. Leach (an awful sorry man, so they say). They moved to
and lived about two miles from Louisville, MS. She is buried in the same
Masonic cemetery as Michael Albert Metts and his wife, Margaret's daughter.

62




Cemetery records confirm this statement. My wife and 1 were in the

and had no way of knowing that she was buried there.
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cemetery

When Dr. Nash died, his wife, Margaret, was only 33. Little Mary was only
six years old. She has been called Mary Richards Nash by family members, but
she may have been Mary Richardson Nash. Her father's older sister married a
Richardson. Left with six 1little children, it is not a surprise to see her
marry again when the opportunity presented itself. The death of the doctor may
have come as a surprise. As was true with his father, he had no will so the
Abbeville officials followed their procedures again. The papers are in Box 69,
pack 1698 at the courthouse. The appraisal shows that he owned almost nothing.
The items listed were worth about $30. He owed Joim Hodges $440 and G.W.Hodges
$172.36 as indicated in court judgements. Other debts were small in
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comparison. At the public sale of his property, G.W.Hodges bought an axe. Mrs.
Margaret Hodges bought e few household items: some pots, a spinning wheel,
buckets, a cow and calf, 2 beds and furniture and hand irons. A James Roberson
paid 6 1/4 cents for a set of bone geese, whatever that means. The total was
$18.56 1/4. George Washington Hodges and Margaret Nash did not pay for the
items at the sale. Here, again, a widow is left with a large family,
destitute. Fortunately, families helped each other in the olden times.

Margaret had six children by Dr. Nash. They were: Reuben Milton Nash, who
married Erminia Benton Rain; John Nash; Valentine Nash; Bolivar Nash; our
ancestor, Mary R. Nash, who married Michael Albert Metts; and Nancy Nash, who
married Mr, Knox.

Margaret married William P. Leech soon after the funeral. They had twin
daughters, Missouri Leech, who married George Dulin, and Kitura Leech, who
married B. H., Richardson.

The remarriage of Margaret explains why the will of her father, John
Hodges, calls her Margaret Leech. So the Margaret Hodges Nash mystery is
solved. We are not kin to the Leeches! We are kin to the Hodges and a chapter
will be devoted to that great family.

: Cur cousin, George Metz, in Louisville, Mississippi went to the Masonic
Cemetery and found the grave of Margaret Long Hodges Nash Leech. She is buried
near W.H. Richardson (1838-1918) and FKitty Richardson (1844-1935}, her
daughter by William Leech. Margaret's tonbstone is shown below. The
inscription reads, " MARGARET L.

wife of
WILLIAM P. LEECH
JUNE 10, 1800.
FEB. 10, 1889 "
The "L" is for "Long". John Hodges,
her father named her after his first
wife, Margaret Long.
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The Revolutionary soldier, John Nash, married Mary (Polly) Harrison Long.
She was the daughter of another soldier, Reuben Long. The family had been in
America since early colonial days.

Looking back into the history of America, another short review is
worthwhile. The first English colony in America was established at Jamestown
in 1607. The Mayflower would not arrive at Plymouth until 1620, thirteen years
later. For the new Jamestown pioneers, life was severe. Most of them died of
starvation or by Indian attack. But gradually the numbers increased and the
plantations were cut from the wilderness. One "ancient planter”, an ancestor
of ours on the Oliver branch of the family, was Lt Francis Mason, who arrived
on the ship "John and Francis” in 1613. Another, Robert Pitt, came in 1637.
The second Indian massacre came in 1642. In 1649, King Charles was executed
and the Commonwealth was established in England. In that year, the Perfect
Description of Virginia was written. It said, "There are about 15,000 English
in Virginia and of Negros brought thither three hundred good servants. About
29 sail a year trade with them and return home laden in March. Most of the
Masters of Ships and Mariners also have plantations there and houses and
servants-—— There are twelve counties in Virginia and 20 churches."

Edward Digges, another of our Oliver ancestors, was Governor of Virginia
in 1655. That was the year that the first Long, Jeremiah, came to America.
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In those days, land was given to people who could c¢laim that they
"transported" other persons to Virginia. That meant payment of passage or just
encouragement, The five volumes of Cavaliers and Pioneers by Nell Marion
Nugent, record the transcribed land records which tell who came when.

In Volume 3, page 312, we find, "HENRY HUBERD. (Hubert), 350 acs.
Gloucester Co., at the head of Poropotank Cr., 25 Aug 1655, p. 362. Adj. Mr.
Blunt Trans. of 7 pers; Robert long, Jammay Long, Emma Brentt, Thomas Nash,
George Mutford, John Harrison, Nich. Bridges." Probably, the spelling of
"Jammay" is an error made by the copyist who transcribed the old dim
handwritten records for the book and it should be "Jeremy" or Jeremiah".

In 1678, "Jeremiah Long bought of James Jackson and Susanna, his wife,
128 acres 1ying on the head of Golden Vale Creek." (Old Rappahannock Records
1677-1682, p. 230. and Genealogies of Virginia Families, Vol. II, p. 527.)

By August 12, 1687, Jeremiah long was dead and his widow made the
following deed: "I Frances lLong of Rappahannock County and St.Mary's Parish,
widow, out of the natural love and respect I have to my children, Richard,
John, and Gabriel, Sara, and Ann, children of my loving husband Jeremiah Long,

65



deceased, out of the natural love and affection I bear to my children afore
mentioned do by these presents give grant and confirm to my above said
children seven head of female cattle, viz. 4 head of the oldest cattle, viz.
Cowslip, Brindy, Filpale, and Lilly to my oldest children to them and their
heirs forever, and to my youngest son Gabriel, I give a two year old heifer
called Colly, her with all her future female increase forever and for the two
remaining of the seven aforesaid, I give and bequeath as of all rights, they
do ggzogg to my eldest son Richard Long." (Old Rappahannock Record 1680-1688
P- 3

There is humor in the wording and in the names of the cows, but there is,
also, information as to the names of the wife and children to include our
ancestor, the second Long in America, Gabriel Long.

GABRTEL LONG married MARGARET HARRISON
1718

We do not know when Gabriel long was born or when he died. Of course, he
was born and did die. The most important thing he did between those two events
was to marry Margaret Harrison. After he inherited the little heifer named
Colly, he continued to live in Essex County, VA, on Goldenvaile Creek. There
were many records of activity in Essex County, as will be evident later. But
Gabriel Long is almost invisible. He must have lived a quiet and, perhaps,
happy life on Goldenvaile Run (or Swamp or Creek!) On 8 Apr 1709, he paid
Roger Prosser 1200 pounds of tobacco for "50 acres on the south side of
Rappahannock River in the freshes thereof in St.Mary's Parish, on the south
side of a swamp called Goulden wvaile — north side of Goldenvalle Tun —
His brother, Richard, was a witness. He was still there in 1719 when another
man bought land next to Gabriel's farm. Then, on 18-19 Feb 1720/21, Gabriel
paid 1500 pounds of tobacco for 1 acre and a mill at Milk Tray point on the
main run of Golden Vaile Creek. He served as a witness on a few land papers
about the same time., His father-in-law's will, included later, tells most of
what we know about Gabriel, His father-in-law was Andrew Harrison.

The Harrison name would be given to Long and Nash children for
generations and for good reason. The Harrison family was widely spread through
the eastern counties of old England. An emigrant before Andrew founded the
family in Virginia which produced two presidents, Old Nash family legends say
that the presidents are kin. Perhaps they were. Someone may wish to pursue the
point back in England.

Andrew Harrison was evident as a head right for Cadwallader Jones in 1684
(01d Rappahannock O0.B. 1683-86, p. 18.). In the Quit Rent Roll for Essex
County, he owned 300 acres. 0ld Andrew was a real wheeler—dealer. He seems to
have ignored poor old Gabriel and trained his grandsons to follow in his
footsteps, buying and selling land.

In 1703 he bought 1149 acres and 80 perches on the Mattaponi River with
Richard Long, Gabriel's brother, and Samuel Elliot. Later, the same year, they
bought 813 acres and 120 perches in Essex County on Golden Vale. They divided
the land. In 1710, he gave 330 acres to his son, Andrew, 200 acres to
daughter, Elizabeth Munday, and 270 acres to son William.

When Andrew died in 1718, his will gave considerable information about
the family.

Will of Andrew Harrison
of St.Mary's Parish in the County of Essex, being grown very aged and
at this time very sick and weak in body, dated 28 April 1718.
My beloved wife Eleanor my executrix.
My son Andrew and my son—inm—law Gabriel Long as trustees and
overseers to assist her in the performing of this my last will.

£b



I have already settled three of my children, viz. William, Andrew
and Elizabeth on lands on which they now live, viz. to my son William
270 acres and to my son Andrew 200 acres and to my daughter Elizabeth
200 acres, all of which lands they are now possessed with and which I
now give to them.

I have put into the hands of Wm Stannard bille and excha. for
65.12.6 pounds sterling for him to buy me two negroes; my loveing wife
have the use of these negroes or that money dureing her natural life
or widowhood and after her decease to my daughter Margarett Long's
three youngest sons viz. Richd. and Gabril and William, to be equally
divided as soon as they shall all come to the age of twenty years if
my wife dye before. If my wife should dye before either of them comes
to that age, my son-in-law Gabriel Long have the use of them till
they come to that age, to give them schooling, that is to learn them
to read and write and cost account.

To my daughter Margaret Long after the decease of my loveing wife
one feather bed and bolster and pillows and rugg and blanketts.

Unto my son William after the decease of my loveing wife one
feather bed and bedstead and all the furniture belonging to it.

Unto my son William a chest and all my wearing cloaths and the
cloth which I have to make me cloaths on and my riding sadle after my
decease. ,

Unto my son William after the decease of my loveing wife one
ovell table.

Unto my son William after the decease of my 1loveing wife one
large iron pot.

Unto my son Andrew after the decease of my loveing wife one
feather bed and bolster and pillows and all menner, of furniture
belonging to itt, and one large iron pot.

The rest of my personall and moveable estate after the death of
my loveing wife to be equally divided among my four children viz.
William and Andrew and Elizabeth and Margaret.

Andrew (A H) Harrison

RICHARD LONG

Here, we have a very interesting man who 1lived in Virginia in extraordinary
times. His grandfather, Andrew Harrison, trained him and gave him the funds to
get started. It seems that the first land acquired by Richard was 340 acres
and 70 poles, near Solomon's Garden, in St. Margaret's Parish, on the 13th of
June 1729. This is recorded in a section between Caroline County surveys and
Campbell County deeds along with random notes about physics, surveying and
arithmetic. later, he patented 1,165 acres in St.Mary's Parish, Caroline
County, joining that tract of land called "Solomon's Garden". (Boock 15, p.
286.) This was in 1734. It was a grant given by Sir William Gooch. High
ranking officials often gave large grants to friends.

The next year, 1735, Richard found himself in dire need of a high ranking
friend. Politics in those days were even worse than they are today. The King's
justice was hard to enforce. Juries would find culprits guilty and fine them
one poul of tobacco ( 1 penny). Feelings about politics were strong. A man
named Gibson was running for the House of Burgesses in the summer of 1736.
John Martin was a money lender as well as a politician. He threatened all the
freeholders who were in debt to him before the election. Thirty three of these
freeholders voted for Gibson, who won. Martin foreclosed on the thirty three.
All lost much of their property and many went to jail because they could not
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pay. Names on the 1list include Richard Long, Andrew Harrison (JR.), and
Gabriel Long (JR.) .

In 1736, our Richard was in trouble again with his old enemy John Martin.
The people of colonial Caroline County didn't worry about criminal warrants,
They felt about the King's law in the same way as Robin Hood! Rebukes and
fights lead to charges and countercharges until the dockets were clogged. John
Martin brought suit for assault and battery against 26 freeholders - the same
bunch with a few additions. He claimed that they beat up and intimidated his
supporters and kept them from voting in the election for Burgess. The jury
refused to award damages. Yes, Richard was one of the thirty six.

By 1740 Richard Long became Constable of Caroline County. This was a
dubious honor because a constable was not popular. He resigned after a year
because of requirements to persuade dissenters and the passage of tax acts.
During the same year, he found his way into the history books for another
indiscretion. The King called for soldiers to fight "Foreign Wars". George
Washington's brother went and was a hero. Caroline County sent only one man -
John Brooks, who left his mother, Phoebe, and was sent to Cartagena, then to
Canada, where he deserted. Brooks came home to find Richard Long in his home
enjoying his inheritance from his father with Phoebe. All kinds of trouble
followed. (It might have been old Uncle Richard, but he was very old!)}

Richard wrote his will on 11 Nov 1761 and it was proved in August of
1762. His wife, Elizabeth and son, Gabriel were executors. The estate went to
his six sons, Gabriel, James, William, Andrew, Reuben, and John. Will Boock D,
1761-1762, p. 29.)

REUBEN LONG
1730 = 1791

This brings us to an ancestor who was a patriot and a soldier. The service of
Reuben Long in the French and Indian War is documented as a supplemental with the
Society of Colonial Wars, # 16689 and his service in the American Revolution with
the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, # 118709,

From the beginning, this man has been the subject of continuing research. He
is very visible in many documents. Reuben Long of Culpeper was too good to be true,
as will be shown in this chapter. After this chapter was completed, another book
was compiled by this author - "MISCFLLANFOUS RECORDS — Docomentation of the Long and
Nash Families of Culpeper, VA, and the old 96th District of SC'. The book is in the
NSDAR Library in Washington, D.C. It contains copies s of the many and various
primary documents that prove the statements made in this book about Reuben Long's
military service.

Many mistakes are made in genealogy. Names often mislead those who are too
eager to believe that they have found what they wished to see. We may fail to put
the name to each test needed for proof. The age of the person, the time of the
event, the location, and the events that followed have to be considered. Papers
have to be searched and analysed to determine whether there were one or more people
with the same name. Many have joined the NSSAR and the NSDAR on the Reuben Long
name. A DAR Lhapter bears that name. Do the members kncew whether they honor the
old soldier or the young one who fought from Canada to Kings Mountain? Probably not!
We begin with the story of the old soldier.
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He is 1listed in the NSDAR Patriot Index under LONG, "Reuben:b 1730 dp

12-29-1791 m Mary Harrison 2 Lt PS VA."
Reuben was born in St. Margaret's Parish, Caroline County, Virginia at
the Long home near Solomon's Garden. He is buried in Culpeper, Virginia.

When the first Englishman stepped ashore at Jamestown in 1607, an arrow
tipped with deer horn, struck down and wounded Captain Archer. From that day
until the American Revolution, every generation of Americans would know Indian
fighting and war. The settlers on the western frontier were hit the hardest.
The French and Indian Wer started in 1755. The French had gradually moved into
the territory west of the colonies and conflict resulted. England sent General
Braddock to drive the French from the Ohio Valley. That was easier said than
done., The earlier years were an exercise in futility. A young officer, George
Washington, was defeated severely in one battle. Virginia had many men killed
and wounded. There were problems. In eastern Virginia, the wealthy plantation
owners knew more about lace shirts and dancing than they did about fighting.
In the militia, these land owners were the officers and the poor men were the
soldiers. Meetings were social events where there was more food and whiskey
than drill. Further, campaigns to the west were avoided because of the
explosive presence of many slaves at home on the plantations. White ladies
could not be left alone in the countryside. The story of Virginia
participation in the French and Indian War is told in the Virginia State
Library List of the Colonial Soldiers of Virginia, by H.J.Echenrode,
ﬁrchivist. On page 56, the list reads, "Long, Reuben. H.S. 7,214." That means,

Hening Statutes at Large, Vol. VII, p.214." It is reproduced, below:
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This proves payment to Reuben Long for military service in September
1758. He had received pay, also, in 1756. (Boogher's Gleanings of Virginia
History, p.70.). In 1756, Reuben was 26 years old.

In 1757, a severe Indian attack took place along the frontier. At the
urgence of George Washington, several thousand Virginians were called into
service. Two regiments were formed. The war continued with heavy fighting
until 1763. On 20 August 1763, according to the County Court Minute Book of
Culpeper County, Virginia, p. 442, "French Strother commissioned lieutenant, &
Reuben Long, Thomas Grayson, & Thomas Oxford, ensigns, of militia under
William Green, County Lieutenant, took severally the usual ocaths."
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From 1764 to 1774, there was no formal war on the border, but small raids
by both sides continued. In order to end the trouble, in 1774, 14 companies,
one from Culpeper, were called and the Indians were defeated. Now, another war
was coming, - the American Revolution.

Going back to 1755, when the French and Indian War started, Reuben was 25
years old. He was married to Mary Harrison. (Books refer to Mary with a
question about the last name, Harrison. No proof has been found other than the
fact that her daughter was named Polly Harrison long. Polly is the pet name
for Mary.) The Reuben long farm was on a mountain near Culpeper, VA, His
neighbors were Robert Slaughter, Robert Coleman, Daniel Brown, Philip Rootes,
and William Williams.

In 1755, Reuben's son, Gabriel, was 4 years old. This son would become a
famous officer in the Revolution. He commanded a company from Culpeper
throughout the Revolution, serving for most of the war under the command of
the famous Daniel Morgan. Once, a spent "Minnie Ball" (bullet) hit Gabriel in
the forehead right between his eyes. It went under the skin, but not into his

“thick Long skull. (I inherited that characteristic!) A scar left by the wound

was his pride and joy for all the days of his life. One of Gabriel's
lieutenants was a young man named Reuben Long, a kinsman, no doubt.

Our Reuben Long's daughter, Polly Harrisen Long, our ancestor, would
marry John Nash. In 1755, she was about 3 years old. Here, again, we see the
situation that was common in early American wars. The soldier returned home
from time to time during his service. Crops were planted. Children were born.
Son, Evans, was born in 1759. He was a sergeant in the Revolution and married
Lucy Apperson. There was a son named Anderson and and one named Nimrod who
married Ellen Williams. Daughters Fannie (Frances) and Peggy (Margaret)
married Daniel Richardson and Robert Kaye. lord knows where Reuben got some of
these names. We can be thankful that he did not name a son Reuben. Maybe Polly
had some relatives named Nimrod, or the children may not have been named for
anyone. I have a grandson named Stephen James Metts. No Metts has ever had
either name! Q.E.D.

The Long family were members of Little Fork Church in St. Mark's Parish.
Dr. Philip Slaughter's genealogy book on the parish is valuable. The church
played an important role in the 1life of the early settlers. Reuben was an
active member,

The American Revolution started in 1776. Reuben Long, out ancestor was 46
years old. When the war ended, he was 52. His role as a Revolutionary soldier
has been a clouded issue. This is an effort to resolve that question. First,
as the devil's advocate, let's look at the negative side. My first question
was caused by my own experience. I am 63 years old and a veteran of three
wars, twelve campaigns in the Infantry, during thirty years. An Infantry
Lieutenant serving in the field in a war must be young — a lot younger than 46
years. The NSDAR lists Reuben with PS - "Patriotic Service". He qualifies for
that without a doubt. The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol
XXVI, 31 Dec 1918, states that Henry Field was paid for Reuben Long 7 pounds,
7 shillings, and 6 pence for Straw furnished the Culpeper Battalion. This,
alone, would qualify Reuben for PS status. But note the fact that someone else
tock payment for him. Where was Reuben?

Next, Heitman and Gwathmey are universally recognized authorities on
American Revolution service. In Historical Register of Officers of the
Continental Army and Historical Register of Virginians in | the Revolutlon, the
entries are identical: Long, Reuben, Sgt. 11 (1. Sept. 20, 1776; Easign Dec.
16, 1776; 2od Lieut. June 1, 1777; reg. Designated as 7 (1. Sept. 14, 1778; 1st
Lieut. May 10, 1779; trans. to 3 (I Feb, 12, 1781; served to close of war;
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died 1791. Served in Capt. Gabriel Long's Co., Morgan's Riflemen. Awarded
2,666 acres. The fact that the death date of 1791 is given identifies our
Reuben Long.

The service data is valid and can be proved by reference to Records of
the Revolutionary War, W.T.R. Saffel, pp. 268. 426, 504; The Virginia
Magazine, Vol. II, No.3, p.252, Jan. 1895; Calendar of Virginia State Papers,
Wm P. Palmer, M.D., 1875, pp. 302, 411, 324; and, Nineth Annual Report of the
Library Board 1911-1912, VA State Library, p. 189. These references are clear
and give service for a Reuben long without age data. Then, what can be wrong?

The devil's advocate continues. Further research revealed that there was
more than one Reuben Long! There was an old one and a young one. Here, the
famous men, Heitman and Gwathmey made a common genealogical error. By
including that death date, they telescoped the records of two men and gave our
0ld Reuben more service than any one man could perform! The next step is to
The Index of Revolutionarv War Pension Applications, p. 699, where we find two
Reuben long pension applications. One, R6431, concerns a soldier, not our
Reuben, which causes no confusion. The other, S46457, describes a scldier who
was 19 years old when he enlisted in 1775. He was born in Maryvland, called
Culpeper his home during the war, and went to Sumter, SC, after the war, where
he was alive in 1809, when he asked for a pension. His application is legible
and tells of a hero, who was a lieutenant in the company of Gabriel Long, son
of our Reuben. There are eight pages of records in the U.5. Archives.

Now, we will stop the negative reaction and lock at the positive side. A
careful study of young Reuben's records shows that most, but pot all of the
service listed by Heitman and Gwathmey was performed by the young Reuben.
Also, recognize that an older man can perform many duties in a military unit
that do not require marching from Canada to South Carolina as a platoon leader
with 8 rifle and bayonet. After deleting every item claimed by the young
Reuben, the remaining service comes to Ensign Dec. 16, 1776; lst Lieut., May
10, 1779; trans. to 3 CL Feb.12, 1781; served to close of war; died 1791.
Here, we have a reasonable record of service for an older man. He could have
been in the militia until he went to the 3rd CL in 1781, late in the war, when
service was easier. Most Virginia militia records have been lost. In order to
get land, the Virginia soldier had to serve three vears. After consternation
and rationalization, this critical student is comfortable with this solution
whether anyvone else agrees or disagrees. Heitman and Gwathmey could have saved
me this mental anguish by more careful work. Fortunately, Frances Ebaugh held
her ground and, bv doing sc, brougnt out the truth, in my opinion.

Thank goodness, this completes the Longs and we can turn to the
interesting story about the Hodges, who fall into our family history after
Frances solved the last great Hodges mystery. '
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WIll. OF REUBEN LONG

In-the name of God amen I Reuben Long of the County of Culpeper & parish of St
marks being weak of body but of perfect sence mind and memory blessed be
almighty god and calling to mind the frailty of human life; do think fit to
make this my last will and Testament in manner & form following
Imprimis it is my will and desire thy my Just debts and funeral Expences be
paid out of that part of my Estate which I lend to my beloved wife—
Item I give to my °" Gabriel Long all that 1 formerly lent him which he has
in his possession to him & his heirs forever
Item I give to my son Evans Long all that I formerly lent him; and is in his
gission to him & his heirs forever
tem I give to mv son Anderson long all that I formerly Lent him and now .in
his possion to him and his heirs forever
Item I give to my son Nimrod lLong three young negroes named Joe, dinah & Alse;
also choice of two feather beds with their furniture as also my desk and large
Table; also one Sorrel Colt to wit the youngest I nov have; and also first
choice of two cows and calves and after the dec® of my loving wife, I also
give him all the land and plantation whereon I now live to him and his heirs
forever
Item I give to my daughter fanny Richardson wife of Daniel Richardson all that
I formerly lent her and has in possion also one negro girl named Fanney, to
her and her heirs forever
Item I give to my daughter Peggy Kay wife of Robert Kay all that I formerly
lent her & now in her possion to her and her heirs forever
Item I give to my daughter Polly Harrison Nash wife of John Nash all that I
formerly lent her and in her possion to her and her heirs forever
Item the whole Residue and remainer of my Estate both real and personal, to
wit the land & plantation whereon I now live also my household and Kitchen
Furniture and plantation Tools, and stock and Furniture as I have already
mentioned, also the folleowing negros, Jonathan, George, Frank, Billey Easter,
Phillis, Hannah, Seleney, Sharlotte, FEdie, Winney, Seley & Abil also all my
out standing debts I lend to my beloved wife Mary Long, during her natural
life and if she shall see cause to lend any part of the aforesaid Estate or
the increase thereof to any of her children I leave that to her discretion—
and after the dec. of my s° wife my desire is that all the said Estate Except
as is before Excepted, and disposed of together with the increase thereof be
Equally divided between my seven children as above namely Gabriel, Evans,
Anderson, Nimrod, Fanney, Peggy, & Polly Harrison, to them and their heirs
forever; and provide my son Nimrod should die before he Enters into Wedlock,
my desire is that his Estate as above mentioned be Equally divided between the
remain Six as above named to them and their heirs forever, and Lastly I do
hereby constitute and appoint my beloved wife Mary Long Executrix and my
beloved son Gabriel Long, my beloved son in law Robert Kay and my beloved
friend Robert Coleman Jun® Executors of this my last will and Testament
disallowing disaproving and making void any and Every other will or wills made
by me heretofore, Rattafieing & Confirming this and this only as my last will
and Testament IN WITNESS whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this
twentynineth day of Decm® in the year of our lord one Thousand seven hundren
and ninety, one

Signed seald and Deliverd In presents off ) mark

Thomas Lindse X Reuben X Long (LS)
George Bayn : his

Frans Apperson X Proved 18 Jun 1792
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Podges

The name 1is said to be derived from the name Roger. Hodge, Hogg, and
Hogge were "pet" names in old England for men called Roger. Chaucer called a
Roger "hightie Hogge of Ware" in The Canterbury Tales. The pole tax roles of
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries in England listed the names Hogge,
Hogges, Hoggese, and Hoge.

In America, there were Hodges families in earliest colonial times. Paul
Hodge was in Virginia in 1609. One John Hodges was "Colonel of the Archers"
in 1622. Through the years, many famous men had the name. Their first names
were John, William, Thomas and Robert in most cases and all trace their
lineage to England.

These families named Hodges may or may not have been related. So many
old Virginia records were burned that research becomes hard. We know that
our John Hodges came from Essex County, Virginia, to Abbeville District,

South Carolina, before the American Revolution. He brought a young son,
also named John, with him. The son became a Revolutionary soldier at age
1%

It is doubtful that the work of any genealogist is perfect. Certainly,
this writer has made mistakes. One serious mistake concerns the Hodges
chapter in Metts Ancestors in America, written in 1984 and revised three
times as new information was discovered. The Hodges story was not changed
until now.

There are several family history books, written in South Carolina, that
give information quite different from some of that presented in the earlier

Metts books, which contested a story told in Moragnes in America and Related
Families, by Howard and Quinn. This book has a detailed genealogy of the

Hodges family. An old newspaper article is referenced to tell a vivid and
interesting tale about an old John Hodges that would have been the first
generation to come from Essex County, Virginia, to South Carolina. The story
tells that he was a Revolutionary soldier, at home on leave when the Indians
attacked. He was shot and killed in front of his family. Then, three of his
daughters were tied and burned in the cabin. Another daughter, Dorathy, was
taken and held captive for years. The article claims that the story came
from General George Washington Hodges who said that he heard it "from his
mother's own 1lips". The story was discounted because other errors in the
book caused suspicion concerning accuracy. The book says that our Dr. John
J. Nash, discussed earlier in the Nash chapter, married Mary Hodges.
Actually, his brother, Valentine, married Mary. John Nash married Margaret.
Further, the "General" above, was a Sergeant in the War of 1812,

As the years passed, following 1984, research continued and several
important documents were found:

1. The "old newspaper article™ mentioned above was found in the Caroliniana
Library at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, SC. It turned out
to be a fourteen page printed pamphlet which was the obituary of George
Washington Hodges, son of John Hodges and Frances Anderson. A copy of the
entire old 1876 document is at Appendix B with a further discussion.



2. The Revolutionary War pension request of young John Hodges, Jr., which
is transcribed fully below, has this statement written in response to a
question: "The applicant has no record of his age. he says it was burnt with
a house in the State of South Carolina". This supports the story about the
Indian attack when the house was burmed and three girls were murdered.

3. The Indian story did not mention the wife of John Hodges, Sr. The will
of Elizabeth Hodges, 6 May 1799, was found recently in the Abbeville ,SC,
courthouse. A copy of the original document and a discussion is provided at
Appendix C.  She is the wife of the first John Hodges and mother of the
young soldier. Consider that the obituary did not mention a wife, so she
would not have been present during the Indian attack or she would have been
killed. Also, the young age of John, Jr., when he came from Essex County,
VA, further supports the contention that the Hodges family came to South
Carolina together and that the young soldier did not make the trip alone.

4. Elizabeth Hodges, wife of John, Sr., was the grandmother of George
Washington Hodges. Elizabeth's will was not probated until 7 Oct 1816. The
birth of George Washington Hodges was 3 Sep 1792. He was 52 years old when
his mother died and 24 years old when his grandmother died. Surely, the
mother or the grandmother of John Hodges, Sr., could have told the story of
his Revolutionary service, his murder by the Indians, and the loss of the
three daughters.

After consideration of the above, the story about the Indian attack is
accepted as true and this change becomes a part of this family history.

The John Hodges family settled near the present location of Hodges, SC.
The country was rich in wild animals and dense forest. Also, there were more
Indians than settlers, Young John Hodges was only eleven years old when the
American Revolution started. He had been born in Essex County, VA, in 1765.
A volunteer at age sixteen, on 1 April 1780, John became a private in
Captain Samuel Rosamond's company. Later, he served in Colonel Picken's
Regiment. He fought in many battles. The U.S. Archives has a complete record
of his service. Extracts are in a number of reference books. The best record
is the actual request for a pension, made by the man himself. It is a long,
hand written document, signed by John Hodges. Writtem on thin paper, both
sides, there is "bleed-through" of the old ink, but all words can be read.
Probably, this paper has never been transcribed and published. Spelling is
transcribed exactly. In the old writing, "fs" is "ss". It has important
historical value because the descriptions are first hand accounts.
State of South Carolina )
Abbeville District )

On this twentythird day of Oct® 1832 personally appeared in
open court before the Hon'ble Richard Gantt Presiding Judge of the Court
of Common Pleas & General Sefsions {in old writing, an "f" was used when
there was a double "s".] for the said State & District now sitting John
Hodges a resident of Abbeville District in the State of South Carolina
aged sixty seven years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on
his oath make the following declarations in order to obtain the benefit of
the act of Congrefs pafsed June 7th 1832.

That he entered the service of the United States at the age
of fifteen as a volunteer and private on or about the first day of April
One thousand seven hundred and eighty and was enrolled as such under the
command of Capt. Samuel Rosamond who commanded a beat or militia company
in the then District of ninety-six, now Abbeville in the State of South
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Carolina that he was marched in the said company from Ninetysix District
to a place called Beach Island in this State near Augusta in the State of
Georgia where he was taken sick and left by his company under the care of
one Capf Tutt a regular Officer under whose care he soon recovered and
under whom he done and performed service and duty for at least the period
of one month and he returned home where he soon after rejoined Capt.
Rosamonds company who had also returned from an attempt to aid Charleston
but who had heard of the fall of that place in May seventeen hundred and
eighty on his march to its relief and then returned to the aid of the
upper country where from the time of the fall of Charleston the tories had
become formidable and dangerous to the friends of liberty by not only
their own acts of murder rapine & plunder but by influencing inciting and
exciting the indians on the borders of South Carolina to every savage and
rapacious act of cruelty and cutrage towards the whigs and they the tories
frequently themselves taking the lead in plunder and depredation these
state of things existing at that time in full energy against the
comparatively few friends of liberty in Carolina give to these friends
almost constant and active employment in apprising in every manner they
could this double enemy until a third enemy the British under Col Cruger
affected a lodgement of their force in the District of Ninety six at a
place called Ninety six or sometimes Cambridge which force together with
their allies the tories and indians kept the surroundiTg settlements or
country in a subjected state until the arrival of Gen™ Greene with his
forces before Cambridge to which he laid seige and to which place the
whigs of the country flocked to aid the beseigers in driving or expelling
the British. The applicant was marched in Cap" Rosamands company with all
thelwhig militia of the country who _were all under the command of Col or
Gen™ Pickens to succour and aid Gen® Greene in his advances against Col
Cruger at Cambridge or Ninety six and Eontinued there in active employment
against the beseiged British under Gen~ Greene until he raised the seige
in June/ 1781 / seventeen hqured and eighty one and marched his force as
well as the force under_Gen™ Pickens toward the Congaree River in this
State at which place Gen" Greene ordered Gen™ Pickens with his militia to
the Orangeburg Post and the the upper part of South Carolina to check the
tories in that section of country accordingly the applicant in Capn
Rosamands company was marched back to the District of Ninety six and then
soon after discharged. The applicant at the seige of Cambridge lost a
horse saddle and bridle appraised at one hundred dollars which fell into
the hands of the British & and for which he never received one cent in any
way towards the payment for his 1lofs directly or indirectly and from the
best of his recollection he computes this tour of service and duty to be
at least nine months.

The applicant John Hodges shortly after his return
aforesaid with Cap™ Rosamand from Greenes army volunteered his services
for six months under a Capt. Samuel Moore, a partizan Officer of mounted
men in whose company he performed active & constant duty for six months &
towards the later part of his service he acted as Second Lieutenant of the
company but how long he done Lieu® duty in this compn he cannot recollect
he however continued in this company until Cap" Moore was killed while
alone and unattended by a skirmishing party of tories under the command of
the notorious William Cunningham who is in South Carclina to this day
distinguished by the name of Bloodv Cunningham but when Capt Moore was
killed the applicant cannot tell but thinks it was 1in the year one
thousand seven hundred and eighty one.
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The pension application of John Hodges continues:

The applicant subsequently then volunteered his
services for six months under Cap™ Robert Maxwell a partizan officer of
mounted men some time in the latter part of the year seventeen hundred and
eighty one and he in Cap™ Robert Maxwells company together with a Tumber of
other troops were ordered to march to the Cherokee country by Gen Pickens
who in person conducted the expedition against the indians the army entered
the Cherokee nation & arrived at Choata town where a battle was fought &
terminated in the defeat ¢of the indians a large number of whom were put to
flight forty or fifty killed and about one hundred of them taken prisoner,
Choata town burned, besides other indian villages, & their corn destroyed,
after which the army returned to the settlement, where peace was restored by
the over throw of the indians The applicant remained in the said Robert
Maxwells company the full term of the said six months guarding the
frontiers, & scouting from place to place to awe the enemies of the country
until peace was restored to it by its British enemies & the applicant
discharged from further service in the defence of his country.

Answers to certain Interrogatories

Answer to lst Int.y- The applicant John Hodges was born in Essex County in
the State of Virginia, and from the information of older branches of his
family in the year/ 1765 / seventeen hundred and sixty five

Answer to 2d Int.y- The applicant has no record of his age.he says it was
burnt in & with a house in the State of South Carolina

Answer to 3d Int.y- The applicant says he was living in the District

of Ninety six now Abbeville District when he entered service of his country
as a volunteer where he has since lived & where he now lives.

Answer to 4th Int.y— The applicant says he always volunteered his

services that he never as drafted neither did he ever substitute for any
person whatever.

Answer to 5th Int.y- The applicant says that Genl Greene is the only
regular Officer he distinctly recollects & to the balance of the
Interrogatory he refers to his declaration above for all his knowledge
relating thereto

Answer to 6th Int.y- The applicant says he never received a written
discharge, his discharges were always verbal. d d
Answer to 7th Int.y- The applicant is known to the Rev™ Hugh Dixon, Rev
Thomas Rosamond, William Barmore Esqr, Samuel Agnew, James Agnew & the Rev
James Willson all whom can testify as to his character for veracity and
their belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution. & who all live
in his present neighborhood.

d

Sworn to and Subscribed 3 John Hodges
the day and year aforesaid D,

There dre a number of other papers in the file. Some of them list
John's children and they give a Mary Nash and a Margaret Leech. The old
writing causes difficulty with the "E" or "A". The Mary Nash is the wife of
Valentine Nash. The Margaret is the former wife of Dr. John J. Nash, who
died in 1832. Margaret was married again to Leech. The file number in the
U.S. Archives for the pension request is W. 10117.
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The service of and the lineage of John Hodges to this writer were
proved and approved by the Sons of the American Revolution. Of course, the
best evidence of service is the file in the U.S.Archives. A few other
references are: Roster of South Carolina Patriots in the American
Revolution, Moss, p.451; RE;blutionary Soldiers and Other Patriotic Records
of Abbeville Countv, SC, Burns, pp. 17-18; National Genealogical Society
Quarterly, Dec.,1933, ET132; and, South (Carolina in the Revolution, Ervin,
P32,

The little town of Hodges, near Abbeville, SC, would be named many
years after John settled there and raised a large family of twenty children.
John Hodges married Margaret Long in 1786. They had two children, Lucy
Wardlaw (b.1787) and Reuben B. (b.1790). After the death of Margaret, John
married Frances Anderson in late 1790.

Frances came from Virginia to Abbeville 1in May 1790 with her familv.
Her father 1lived to be over 105 years old. At that age he could walk
thirteen miles. Little was known about Frances until 1994. At Appendix D,
the research is described where it was learned that her parents were Walter
Anderson and his wife Tabitha. Their children were Samuel Anderson; Richard
L. Anderson; Walter Anderson, Jr.; Susannah Wright; our Frances Hodges;
Tabitha Davis; Sarah Hodges; and Lucy Pulliam.

Walter Anderson's father was John Anderson who came to America from
Wales. He was a sailor on a sloop on the Rappahannock River in 1675. He
sailed up the river until he could g0 no further and settled at the foot of
the Blue Ridge Mountains on Carter's Creek below Watney Mountain. He died
when Walter Anderson was a child.

Walter went to live with his mother's brother, William Browne. Walter
married Ann Thornton and had a son John, named after his father. Ann died
and he married Tabitha. They lived in Caroline County, VA, until they moved
to Abbeville, SC. During the American Revolution, Walter was old, but he is
given credit by the SAR for patriectic service. Again, details are in
Appendix D.

The first child of John Hodges, Jr. and Frances Anderson was Matilda,
born 12 Jul 1791, She married a man named Sharpe and was the mother of
General Jacob Sharpe of the Confederacy.

The next child was George Washington Hodges, born 9 Sep 1792. He was a
Sergeant in the War of 1812 and led a very active life after the war. For
some reason, because of his name or by appointment, he was called "General"
Hodges and the town got its name from him. He was John's 4th child. The
others in order were:

Gabriel (1794) m. Phoebe Douglas.
Drusilla (1795) m. Donald Douglas.
Elizabeth (1797) m. Bowie.

Sarah (1798) m. (1) McGhee (2) Agnew.
Margaret Long Hodges (1800) Married

(1) Dr. John J. Nash, our ancestor.

(2) William P. Leech (in 1832, the year that Dr. Nash died.)
10. John Anderson (1801) m. (1) Malinda Dunlap, (2) Martha Amelia Foster.
11. Samuel Anderson (1802 m. Mary A. D. Connor.

12. Armstrong Jones (1804) m. Cecelia Moragne.
] 3 Frangﬁs (1805) m. Weatherall.
14, James (1806)
15. Mary 1807 m. Valentine Nash. (Brother of Dr. John J. Nash)
16. Benjamin (1808) m. Nancy—-.
17. Mahulda (1810) m. Chapman and/or McKellar.
18. Absalom Turner (1812) m. Julia S. ==
19. Robert Henry Wardlaw CIE135,
20. Lucy Wardlaw (1815) m. F. R. Davis.
78
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Frances Anderson Hodges died on March 14, 1844, ten years after the
passing of her husband, John, on Christmas Eve, 1834. John's will is in Box
33, Package 957 in the Abbeville Courthouse. It is a long document for one
reason. Item by item, he left one slave, each, to almost all of his
children. He named each child and each slave after asking God to forgive him
for his sins. Ope little girl got two slaves — little slaves, I'd guess!
Also, two boys, namely, John and Armstead Jones got only thirty dollars
apiece because their education had been so expensive. Wife, Frances, was
given all that she needed to manage that small army. She is the one who
should have been called "General" Hodges!

Now a few more words are needed about what has been called the Hodges
mystery. The Moragnes family history has been mentioned. This is an
interesting book with a great amount of detail. The unfortunate problem is
that the information about Mary and Margaret is wrong. That sort of error
leads to repetition in other books. Greenwood County Sketches, by Margaret
Watson, is another very interesting book about that area and the pecple, but
it, also, has the very same errors. Then, 7500 Marriages from Ninetv-Six and
Abbeville District, $.C., p. 141, has Dr. John J. Nash being married to Mary
Hodges (who really married his brother, Valentine) in about 1840. We know
that Dr. John had been dead for eight years by that time. Their authority is
PCR, Probate Court Records. I have a friend named Carol Speer, who was
Probate Clerk, and now is Probate Judge in Abbeville. She searched and there
is no such record. Well, from bad, the situation becomes ridiculous. Norman
E. Gillis, an outstanding genealogist, now dead, published Mississippi
Genealogical Notes I. On page 71, under "NASH", it says, "Mary B-Sept.1,1830
in Abbeville Dist., S.C. Married Mike A. Metts and lived in Louisville,
Miss. (She was the granddaughter of Gen. Washington Hodges and niece of
Major John Hodges, of Revolutionary fame.)" Well!, George Washington Hodges
was eight years old when Mary was born in 1800. There was no General Hedges
in the Revolution. Several of these books call John Hodges "Major". Why? Who
knows? The truth is that John Hodges was the father of our Margaret, mother
of Mary R. Nash, who married Michael Albert Metts. George Washington Hodges
was Margaret's brother. Mary Hodges, daughter of John married Valentine
Nash. How do we know?

When Dr. John J. Nash died, Margaret bought her household items back at
the sale. This was discussed in the Nash chapter. The death certificate of
Mary R. Nash Metts shows that her mother was Margaret (or Margrette).
Michael Albert Metts and his wife, Mary, are buried in the Masonic Cemetery
in Louisville, MS, - and so is Margaret L. (Long) Leech. Her stone gives the
dates June 10, 1800 - Feb. 10, 1889. This is the birth date of John Hodges'
daughter Margaret. She is buried beside her daughter Kittie and Kittie's
husband, William Harrison Richardson. Poor Margaret is the corpus delicti
proving that she is not Mary Hodges! _

This explains how Michael Albert Metts met Mary R. Nash. She lived
about two miles from Louisville, MS, with her mother and step-father,
William Leech. The children of Margaret Hodges were 1listed in the Nash
chapter, bat will be given here, again, for emphasis and for use to persons
who get copies of only this chapter.

Mapgaret Hodges, b. 10 June 1800 Abbeville District, S. C.

m. (1) after the 1820 census, Dr. John J. Nash, a physician, who was b. 6
Nov 1793 in Abbeville District, SC, d. 17 Sep 1832, it was believed of
pneumonia,

Issue 6 children, surname Nash:

1. Reuben Milton Nash, b. Aug 1825 d. 1 June 1850. m. Erminia Benton
Rain, dau. of Daniel and Pheriba (Benton) Rain of McIntosh Bluff, Alabama.
Their son Reuben Bolivar Nash m. Ann Manley, dau. of Starling and Martha
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(Broughton) Manley of Monroeville, Ala., and were the grandparents of E.N.
McGraw.

2. John Nash.

3. Valentine Nash.

4. Bolivar Nash.

5. Mary R. Nash, b. 1 Sep 1827, d. 4 Nov 1922, m. Capt. Michael Albert
Metts on 14 Nov 1849.

6. Nancy Nash m. Mr. Knox.

The said Margaret Hodges, b. 10 June 1800, Abbeville District, SC, m.
(2) William Leech.

Issue twin daughters, surname Leech.

7. Missouri Leech m. George Dulin and they are the grandparents of Miss
Frances M. Knox whose aunt Rebecca Cable had a picture of Margaret Hodges
years ago. |

8. Kitura Leech m. B. H. Richardson. This is the couple that is buried
beside Margaret Hodges in the Louisville, MS, Masonic Cemetery, with Michael
Albert Metts and Mary R. Nash Metts.

This chapter ends the story for some cousins because the ancestors of
my grandfather, John Phillip Metts, have been counted. Now, we turn to my
grandmother, Nora Taylor Metts. The next chapter is about the Taylors.

NATIONAL SOCIETY
SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

ALBERT CASWELL e METTIS, JZo |
(First) (Middle) (Last)
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Caylar

The life of Nora Taylor, wife of John Phillip Metts, was discussed
earlier along with the life of her husband. This chapter will contain the
information that has been found about Nora's Taylor ancestors.

The name, Taylor, must have been given to people who make clothes. Many
immigrants named Taylor came to America from England, Wales, and Ireland.
Family legend has our Taylors coming from England, Probably, they did. Books
and family papers tell of high born ancestors, but no evidence supports the
stories. This chapter will begin with what we know to be true.

The first generation of record is Ward Taylor. Seemingly, out of nowhere,
he appears in the official records of South Carolina and becomes owner of =a
large plantation near the Savannah River on Stevens and Turkey Creeks. Efforts
to find his parents and origin have been futile. He is not included on any of
the ship lists. Of course, many immigrants are not on the lists. Was he born
in America? We do not know.

However, we do know that, in

SOUTH CAROLINA September 1767, Governor Greville

Hodges Montagu, of South Carolina, approved
Newberryr. the petition of Ward Taylor for 200
'bbGVille GreenHOQd acres of land on the waters of Stevens

eNinety Sj_x Creek. Stevens Creek and Turkey Creek
join and run into the Savannah River
south of Abbeville, SC. Many official
Salgda documents follow, too many to be
copied here. A select few will be
included with reference to the others.
There is no question about whether we
have the right Ward Taylor. All
documents refer to the same location.
On Tuesday, 5 November 1771, "His
Excellency the Rt. Ho. (Right
Honorable) Lord Charles G. Montagu, In
AUGUSTA the Council Chamber"——considered
petitions and ordered surveys, one
being for Ward Taylor for 150 acres.
Then, on &4 August 1772, Ward's name appears for 200 more acres. No written
petitions for these 550 acres have been found in the South Carolina Archives.
In due time surveys were made and then land grants were issued. Every document
mentions Stevens Creek or Turkey Creek.
Three land grant documents exist for 200, 200, and 150 acres. Only one is
copied since all are similar. On the next page is a copy of a land grant and
the plat that the surveyor prepared to show the location.
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The American Revolution started several years after the land grants.
Family legends say that Ward participated but records do not confirm any
mili service. The only item is the indent on the next page with some other
papers. They are interesting because.they show the "mark" Ward used to sign
his name, the appearance of the name, Nerie Tavlor, and the paper work that
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was needed to pay for his horse. The roster of S.C. Patriots in the American
Revolution, by Moss, 1983, states, 'Taylor, Ward. He lost a mare in service
during 1779. A.A. 7666; U35." With respect to the American Revolution, the
reader is reminded of earlier comments about the role of South Carolina in the
war. Many settlers in the backwoods were not fired with the same zeal as were
the patriots at Bunker Hill. Old King George had just given Ward 550 acres of
farm land. He may have been grateful - but not enough to lose a mare without
payment .,

A review of the many documents reveals little about Ward Taylor except
that he had a big farm on Turkey Creek. In early South Carolina, this area was
in Granville County. Later, the old 96th Courthouse and Abbeville were
organized. Then, Edgefield County was cut off of Abbeville County. Records
from all these administrators have been checked.

Ward kept a very low profile. In 1784, he helped inventory a dead man's
estate. Again, in 1786, he did it for another estate. In 1786, he gave his
son, Nerie (or Avery or Neri) 100 acres of his farm. Ward must have died just
before 1790, because his name does not appear as Head of Household in the
First Census of the United States,

After the death of Ward Taylor, one paper surfaced which tells more about
the family than all the other documents with their legal jargon. It is the
deed which sells the farm on Turkey Creek in order that the estate can be
settled.

Leroy Taylor & others ) Deed Book 19, page 322
TO ) The State of South Carolina, Know

Elijah Bird ) all men by these presents that we Leroy
Taylor Moses Taylor Josiah Taylor Avery Taylor John Taylor Sarah
Taylor his wife, Jesse Cox and Delany Cox wife to the said Jesse Cox
all of the District of Edgefield and State aforesaid inconsideration
of one dollar to as in hand paid by Elijah Bird Senr: of the District
and State aforesaid Have granted bargained and sold and released and
by these presents do grant bargain sell and release unto the said
Eli jah Bird all that tract or parcel to be laid out (containing one
hundred and twenty five acres it being a part of a tract of Land
granted to Ward Taylor Dec'd the first day of August in the year of
our Lord One thousand seven hundred and ninety one containing four
hundred and forty five acres Situate in the District and State
aforesaid on Crucked Run Creek waters of Turkey Creek & Stevens Creek
and Savannah river the line of Division to begin at the Southermost or
upper end and to Extend as far that parellel line to the upper most
will make or lay of the above mentioned hundred and twenty five acres
bound on Josiah Taylors S. Ward to W, Ward on Jesse Cox and Avery
Taylor. TOGETHER with all the Singular and rights members

F

84



hereditaments and appurtenances to the said Premises unto the said
Elijah Bird Senr. his heirs and assigns forever and we all do hereby
bind ourselves our heirs Executors & Administrators to warrant and
forever defend all and Singular the premises before mentioned unto the
said Elijah Bird Senr. his heirs and assigns against ourselves and our
heirs & Lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof
WITNESS our hands and Seals this Twenty Eighth day of October in the
year of our Lord Eighteen hundred and in the twenty fifth year of the
Independancy of the United States of America.

Signed Sealed & Delivered Leroy Taylor (LS)
In Presence of Moses Taylor (LS)
Jas. Blocker Josiah Taylor (LS)
Solomon Bird his
Thompson Moore Delany X Cox John X Taylor (LS)
Jesse Blocker Sarah X Taylor mark
Moses Taylor Sary X Taylor his
Avery X Taylor (LS)
mark

The two lines Interlined in consequence of the Boundaries and
Worranting was before Signed
James Blocker appeared before me and after being Sworn on his cath
saith he was present and saw the within named Leroy Taylor, Moses
Taylor, Josiah Taylor, John Taylor, Avery Taylor, Delany Cox, and
Jesse Cox, sign seal and acknowledge the within Deed for the purposes
therein contained and that he the Deponant Solomon Bird Thompson Moore
& Jesse Blocker were witnesses to the due Execution thereof
Sworn to the 10th of Nov. 1800 James Blocker
before me R4 Tutt C.C.P.
South Carolina
Edgefield District ) Personally appeared Moses Taylor and made
oath on the holy Evangelist of Almighty God that he was present and
saw lary Taylor sign and acknowledge the within Release for the
purposes therein mentioned and he this deponant signed his name as
witness hereto
Sworn to before me 24th day of
November 1800 Moses Taylor

John Blocker J.P.
Recorded 1st Decr. 1800
Recorded in Deed Book 19, Pages 322, 323, 324, and 325
Edgefield County, South Carolina.

So, the children were Moses, Nerie, Nancy, Leroy, Josiah, John, and
DelanE Ward s wife is believed to be Anne. Our ancestor was Moses Taylor
ven with Ward dead in 1789 another mystery is at hand. Two more State
of South Carolina land grant$ came through. On 1 August 1791, 425 acres were
granted to Ward and on 1 October 1792, another 375 acres were granted. All the
Bgoperty was on Turkey Creek to "ard Taylor, his heirs and 3551gns.'
obably, he had petltloned for the land while alive and it came through after
the fune#al
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MISES TAYLOR
b. 1761 - d. 1821

The reader will note that Taylor, the surname, may have been common, but
the first names were not. Moses was born in 176} (or 1762) in Camden, Kershaw
County, SC, and died in November 182! in Jones County, Georgia. His first wife
and mother of his children is thought to have been Elizabeth Morriss, who died
on 25 February 1802 in Edgefield County, SC, at the birth of her son, Job.

The children of Moses and Elizabeth were: Ward Taylor II, born in 1791 in
South Carolina, married Mary Nancy Mathews, 31 May 1814, Milledgeville, GA,
and settled eventually in Jefferson County, Texas; Elias Taylor, our ancestor,
will be discussed later; Ozias Taylor; Joseph Taylor; Mary Taylor; Cessandra
Taylor; Martha Taylor; Nancy M. Taylor; and, Job Taylor.

The Moses Taylor family moved from South Carolina to Jones County, GA, in
1806. Jones County is in the middle of Georgia — about the same thing as
saying, "in the middle of nowhere'. Georgia was being settled as the land was
taken gradually from the Indians. Moses Taylor was 45 years old, a widower.
His son, Elias, also our ancestor, was 15 years old.

Moses found himself with 101 1/2 acres to farm, a house full of teenagers
and no wife. He solved the problem by marrying a widow (for about a year)
named Rachel McGee Bonner on 23 March 1815. Rachel came complete with her own
family including a fifteen year old daughter named Elizabeth Bonner. Mother
Nature saved one room and one bed when Elias Taylor, 24, married Elizabeth
Bonner on 22 June 1815. Elizabeth's brothers and sisters were William Neville,
Henry Hubbard, Reuben McGee, and Martha. Moses Taylor and his wife, Rachel,
both died in 1821 in Jones County, GA. They are shown in his home in the 1820
census. ]

Elizabeth Bonner's ancestors will be described later in this book.

ELTAS TAYLOR
b. 17 Mar 1791 - d. 5 Feb 1861

Elias was born back in South Carolina on Turkey Creek, before the move to
Jones County, Georgia, when he was fifteen. He grew to manhood on the farm.
Somewhere along the way, he was educated.

Jones County was authorized in 1807, the year after the Taylors arrived.
The settlers lived in one room log cabins as they cleared their farms. Then,
rooms were added to the cabin. Entertainments were wrestling, shooting
matches, chicken fighting, horse racing, country dances, and drinking corn
whiskey or peach brandy. An interesting book, The History of Jones County,
Georgia, was written by Carolyn White Williams in 1957.

Earlier remarks explained the different nature of the Revolutionary
fighting in South Carolina. Similarly, the War of 1812 in rural Georgia was
not like the version taught to school children today.. They know that
Washington was burned by the British, that ships fought on the high seas, and
they hear songs about the Battle of New Orleans. In Jones County, GA, the War
of 1812 was called the Creek War. Runaway slaves and the Seminole Indians
joined the British against the settlers. Tecumseh, the Indian Chief from up
North, was sent by the British to Georgia with the Shawnee Indian tribe to
stir up/the Creek Nation of Indians. Nine-tenths of the Indians fought the
Americans. .

Elias Taylor was twenty-two in 1813, when, on August 23rd, he volunteered
and joined Captain William Lee's Company of Volunteer Infantry, 2nd Regiment,
Georgia Militia. The service of Elias Taylor has been proved and documented
with the Society of the War of 1812,
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In the discussion of Ward, father of Elias, we told of the marriage of
Elias Taylor to Elizabeth Bonner on 22 June 1815. He was 1listed as Head of
Household in the 1820 census of Georgia.

By 1820, Elias was 29 years old. This young man had grown old in a hurry.
A war behind him, married, settled, his situation is shown in the 1820 census
(Jones Co., GA, p. 121.). He has 2 boys under 10, one 10-15, one 16-26, one
girl 10-15, Elizabeth and Elias. He has six slaves and one person engaged in
"commerce". The explanation of the six children is that Elizabeth's sister,
Martha, and her brothers William N., Henry H., and Reuben M. became legal
wards of Elias. Moses, Elias' father, his step—father and his father-in-law (a
rare case!) died the next year, 1821, By 1820 they must have known that they
were going to die soon, so the children were placed.

What prompted the next move west can be guessed only. It could have been
ambition, the need for more land to support his family, a grant of bounty
land, or encouragement from his older brother, Ward Taylor - who knows? But,
in 1822, the family bid farewell to Jones County, GA, and headed west to
Butler County, Alabama.

At this point, it is appropriate to bring Ward Taylorll into the story
even though he is not an ancestor. He is the brother of Elias, an active
leader in the family. He had come west first, married in Georgia and moved on
to Butler County, A book, Butler County in the Nineteenth Century, by Marilyn
Davis, tells about the first settlers and one of them is Ward. He lived one
half mile from a place called Fort Dale, east of a stream that runs into
Persimmon Creek. Ward delivered the first mail in the county on horseback,
later by wagon. He developed and owned a stage coach line and he owned a hotel
and a blacksmith shop. The hotel was not very nice. The rooms were small and
he did not furnish bedding. The matresses had too few feathers, Ward made
patriotic speeches on holidays. He became the Militia Major and was sent to
the Legislature in 1822, The book by Marilyn Davis continues to say: "In early
1822, his brother, Elias Taylor, moved out from Georgia, lived there a number
of years, moved to Holmes County, Mississippi, where a few years ago he died.
He was a man of sterling integrity, always commanded the respect of his fellow
citizens; and on the Mississippi Central Railroad runs a magnificent engine
bearing his honored name.". Efforts to learn more about that engine from
museums and libraries have been fruitless.

Elias opened his own stage line in Greenville, Alabama, where he lived.
He employed one of his Bonner kin as a driver when he came west. In 1830, now
39, Flias had a still growing family: boys, 2(-5), 2(5-10), 2(10-15),
1(20-30); girls, 1(-5), and 1(10-15). He and Elizabeth headed the family. They
had ten slaves. Our ancestor, their son, Ward J. Taylor was born two years
later, in 1832, in Greenville, Alabams.

The move to Holmes County, MS, was made after Martha was born in 1837 in
Alabama and before the census of 1840, which shows Elias in Holmes County, MS.

Today, over a hundred years later, about the only two pieces of evidence
to show that Elias lived his life out in Mississippi are his tombstone in the
Richland cemetery and his will in the courthouse at Lexington, MS.

My search for the Taylors started at the grave of Elias Taylor. My first
cousin, Mary Elizabeth Parish, told me that she thought that our grandmother's
kin were buried there. The cemetery is across the road from an historical
marker for a "Little Red School” near Goodman, MS. The cemetery is owned by
the coupty school board and is not maintained. Tombstones can be seen
protruding from tree trunks. The Taylor plot is surrounded by an old iron
fence. The stone of Elias Taylor is mdssive - eight feet long, three feet wide
and several inches thick. Marble, turned black, the stone is broken into two
pieces and moved off the foot high brick pedestal onto the ground by vandals,
The letters are deep and clear, "Sacred to the Memory / Elias Taylor / born
Mar. 17, 1791 / died Feb. 5th, 1861." In the same plot, Elizabeth is buried,
but no stone stands today. Other names in the plot are Weatherby, Craig, and
Patterson. 88




When Elias and his family came to Goodman, MS, he must have continued in
the hotel, stage line business, if to e limited degree. The Census of 1850,
the first to show the names of all the members of the family, is interesting.
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Although dim, his son, Ward, age 18, a medical student born in Alabama,
is shown. The "hotel" is full of students, a dentist, a teacher, and others.
Elias calls himself a farmer. His youngest child is Caroline, aged 9.

The will of Elias is in the county courthouse and a copy is in the Mormon
Library in Salt Lake City. (E89619-904440 p.276-9). It is long. Of interest is
the beautiful handwriting. He mentions only one child, called Francis C. This
must be the daughter, Caroline, in the census. He provides for her and his
wife, then has the rest divided equally among the other heirs, after giving
land to the Methodist Church for a new church building, & copy of the
signature of Elias, from the original will is below:
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The 1860 census has Elias at 66 years and Elizabeth at 60. The only other
person in the house is "Cornelia". Probably, this is the Caroline of the 1850
census or the Francis C. of the will. The age checks out. She is 19,
unmarried, and may have cared for her old parents. Census takers were very
careless with the names of children. Elias died the next year, 1861,

89



DR. WARD J. TAYLOR married PARILEE COCK
Bk 1832 «= ds 2 15 Sep 1855 b. 1838 - d. ?

This marriage was discussed, partly, on pages 27 through 29 as the 1life
story of Nora L. Taylor Metts, wife of John Phillip Metts, was described. The
complicated research problems with continuing mysteries unsolved make some
repetition worth while. Perhaps, this repetition will provide emphasis and
interest that will lead to continued successful research.

Great fathers try to raise great sons in many cases. The sons are given
everything to insure greatness. The opportunities are there. Our ancestor.
Ward J. Taylor, seems to have tried to remain invisible. Only part of his life
is exposed by documents. He appears in the census of his father's home as an
18 year old medical student born in Greenville, Butler County, Alabama, 1in
1832. The best way to tell about Doctor Ward and Parilee is to give dates, 1in
order, and events.

1838 A little girl was born in Wilson County, TN, a few miles east of
Nashville. She was Parilee Cock, daughter of Linius Cock. The Cock family will
be the subject of another chapter. Parilee was six years younger than Ward,
Her family moved to Holly Springs, MS, when she was small. They lived with her
uncle, Caswell Cock, for a while, then moved on to Texas. Her father was a
prosperous farmer in Panola County, Te=xas.

1850 The U.S.Census showed Ward Taylor as a medical student. Soon after
1850, Ward left home and headed for Texas. His uncle, for whom he was named,
had settled in east Texas. That may be why Ward III went to Carthage, Texas,
in Panola County.

1855 On September 15, 1855, the Marshall, Texas newspaper printed these
words: "Married at the residence of Mr. Spierman Holland, in Panola County, by
Rev. Mr. Lentz, on the 12th inst., Dr. Ward J. Taylor of Carthage, to Miss
Parilee Cock of Pancla.". The marriage license was issued on August 5th.

Also, the courthouse records of marriages show, "9-12-1855 Ward Taylor
Parilee Cock." Emphasis is directed to the complete record of the marriage and
the fact that Ward is called Doctor Taylor.

1855-1857 During this period, Ward and Parilee, using her name as
"Parilee Tavlor", were involved in a number of real estate transactions — and
so was Parilee's father, Linius Cock. Deed Book A, in Panola County, acting
individually, rather than as a couple gives the impression that they were
speculating.

1857 Nora L. Taylor, my grandmother, was born.

1860 The U.S. Census of 1860, household number 795, shows: W.J.Taylor,
27, Farmer; Parilee Taylor, 20, House keeper; Nora, 3; and Willie, 9/12. Our
grandmother, Nora Tayleor Metts was born in Carthage, Texas, not in Tyler as
shown on her death certificate. Note that Ward calls himself a farmer, not a
doctor,

At this point, the cloud of mystery rolls into the family history.
Parilee Cock Taylor disappears' Some old papers in the Cock family say she,
"married Taylor and lived in Mississippi". Mrs. Jim Cocke, who is a
genealogist of the Cocke family and who lives in Longview, TX, went to
Carthage and searched Panocla County, Tx, but found no trace of evidence about
what happened to Parilee. After seeing how well the wedding was documented,
surely /her death would have been noted somewhere. It is not.

Next, her uncle <Caswell still lived in Holly Springs, MS. Nora Taylor
said that she had gone to school in Holly Springs. Nora also talked sadly
about her brother, named Caswell, who ran away from home and was never heard
from again. Ward may have taken his family back to Caswell Cock's home in
Holly Springs. Nora named my father Albert Caswell Metts. I have that name and
so has my son.

Q0



1862 The census of 1870 shows Caswell Taylor, age 8, so he was born 1in
1862. He must have been the son of Parilee because Caswell Cock was her uncle.
Did she die in childbirth with Caswell? Who knows? Efforts to learn the truth
have been futile. Available books and the help of the President of the
Marshall County (MS) Historical Society in Helly Springs have produced no
results. Caswell Cock buried his litvtle daughter, Pannie Wade Cock, in the
Holly Springs Cemetery in 1856. If Parilee had died in Holly Springs, there
should be some evidence. Mormon Church records of all cemeteries in Holmes
County, MS, were checked. Mayor A.S.Donald of Goodman, MS, tried to find
Parilee. Results are negative.

1861-1865 The War Between the States was called the Civil War by the
yankees. By whatever name. it brought pain and suffering to the people of the
South. Starvation and disease took a terrible toll. Parilee Taylor may have
been a victim. Ward Tavlor was 29 vears old in 1861 Did he serve? Yes, he did

serve. The U.S. Archives have Confederate and Unlon records. As stated
earlier on page 28, Ward joined Captain T.D. Sedberry’'s Company of
Waterhouse's Regiment of Texas Volunteers for three years. He is listed as 30
years old. Later, the unit was redesignated as Company "F", 19th Texas
Infantry. Ward was a Confederate private. After a few months, he was
discharged for disability for "hemoptysis and an organic disease of the
heart”. A copy of his records follows this discussion. Hemoptysis means
"expectoration of blood from some part of the respiratory tract". This may
explain the sad events before and later. With no proof, he may have had

tuberculosis. Highly contagious, it may explain the mysterious disappearance
of his wife, Parilee.

1866—-1877 The war 1is over. Ward Tavler and a new wife are in Holmes
County, MS, As a couple, they are busy buying and selling property. They
bought a lot in Richland from R. Craig and wife on 9 March 1866. They sold
land in May 1870 - land from the estate of his father, old FElias. Ward and
wife, Kittie F. Taylor deeded land in Goodman on 4 March 1872. They bought and
scld four lots in Goodman in 1877. These records were found in the Lexington
Courthouse by Mr. Joe Moore, Chancery Clerk.

1870 The U.S. Census of 1870 shows Ward as a doctor in Richland, near
Goodman, MS. His new wife, Kittie, is 13 years younger than Ward, only 10
years older than Nora'! The census, in error, shows Nora and Wm to be born 1in
Mississippi. They were born in Texas. All the children were shown with MS
birth. Ward G., age 2, is the son of Kittie and Ward J. That is shown on the
tombstone of the child in the Richland Cemetery. That stone proves that Ward
and Kittie were married in 1867 or earlier. The tombstone shows, also, that
Ward and Kittie lost an unnamed baby in 1870 and "Little Wardie", age 6, in
1874. The stone is near the grave of old Elias, the grandfather of the babies.

1876 Nora Taylor married her first husband, Charles Boyd. She moved to
Kosciusko, MS. —

From all the above dates, we have seen part of the life of Dr. Ward J.
Taylor. We do not know what happened to Parilee Cock Taylor. The dates bring
us to 1877. Then, Dr. Ward J. Taylor steps into the shadows again. If he put
the GIT sign on his door, I do not Lknow . (GONE TQ TEXAS) A check of Texas
counties, including Caswell Cock in Marshall County, turned up negative. The
MiSSiSSiéPi census of 1780 does not help. So at the age of 45, with a 32 year
old wife, nothing remains tc be said but this: The story of the Cock family
will be covered in another chapter. The tale of the Taylors has come to the
junction with the Metts family. Nora Taylor's story is with that of her
husband, John Phillip Metts.

Most genealeogy books make heros of every ancestor or say nothing, even if
the truth has to suffer. In the case of Ward, this writer goes on record with
this statement: He deserves our gratitude. He did his part in giving us cne of
the finest ladies ever born, my grandmother, Nora L. Taylor Metts.
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Definition of "Hemoptysis": Expectoration of blood from some part of the

Respiratory Tract.
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Bommer & FHlcGee

The McGees and the Bonners were the ancestors of Elizabeth G. Bonner who
married Elias Taylor in 1815. The information in this chapter was provided
entirely by Mrs. Eugenia Bounds of Macon, Mississippi. Her thorough research
and documentation seem to have determined what can be learned about these
families, She generously provided a copy of her files. Only the segments
dealing with the direct line are included here. A portion of the Metts chart,
below, shows where they fit into the family.

3 C 4
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The McGees came from Maryland. Most of the other Metts immigrants came
from Virginia or South Carolina. The early history of Maryland differed from
that of other colonies in several ways. Lord Baltimore established the first
colony in 1634, The Maryland colonists spent more time fighting with
Virginians than they did fighting with Indians. The laws of Maryland forbid
the persecution of any Christians. This differed from practice in the other
colonies, where religious intolerance was common. Persecuted settlers came to
Maryland from Pennsylvania, Virginia, and other colonies in greater numbers
than immigrants from Europe.

We do not know the name of our first McGee in America. There is record of
Edward, Henry and Patrick Magee being transported to Maryland in 1674 (Liber
18, Folio 152). No evidence yet found links one of them with the first
ancestor that we know, John Magee of Somerset County, Maryland. Cur McGees
spelled the name Magee, Megee, and McGee. This is just one more case of
"sounds like" spelling. Somerset County is at the very end of Maryland - east
and south. The county was established in 1666 and has records from that date.

A gentleman, Caleb R. Megee was 81 in 1969. He wrote about his family and
his words /cannot be improved. According to Caleb:

"John Magee purchased Coxe's Choice Plantation-—300 acres in Somerset
Co., Md. for which he paid, as stated in the deed, 6,000 lbs of tobacco. said
John made a will, dated 20 April 1728, which I have.—"

The will was made by John Magee, planter, of Somerset County. He named
his wife, Elizabeth, and left her 1/3 of the estate as long as she was
unmarried. He mentions seven children, but names only six sons, George, John,
Peter, Samuel, Moses and David. The first three got 100 acres each from the
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plantation. One of the witnesses was a John Shockley. At the time of the will,
the last four sons were minors. Now, we return to Caleb's tale: .

"John Magee's widow, Elizabeth, probated his Will in July, 1729, and 1in
Oct., 1729 an entry is shown in Princess Anne, Md. where John Davis and wife
Elizabeth, formerly Elizabeth Magee, rendered a report of the personal
property of the late John Magee. She made her X mark while he wrote in a clear
hand John Davis. The Will of Said John Davis shows he had lands, and as being
well off. Evidently, his wife had passed away not too long prior to John
Magee's reaching 'Journey's Fnd' and Elizabeth Magee (the widow) needed help,
and perhaps John Davis needed companionship. Young David Magee was only about
10 years old in 1729 and John Davis must have been a right good step-father
because David thought so much of him that he named his first child, born in
1746, Davis Magee.

"Don't know when Elizabeth (Magee) Davis died, but she rendered the final
report on the John Magee Estate in 1737, as shown in Princess Anne, Md., when
David Magee, b. 1719, reached age 18. Think she was quite a bit younger than
husband John lagee,

"I have always understood, from a very young boy, that our family
originated in Scotland, then moved over to County Antrim (Protestant North
Ireland) but I never could locate a port of entry here for John. Spent
something less than $100 trying to locate records in County Antrim and looking
in England. Think he probably had worked his way over (sailor) and married
after he got here."

John Magee's son, Peter, is the.ancestor of Caleb R. Magee. Son, David is
our ancestor.

DAVID MEGEE/MAGEE
b 1218

The early life of- David Magee is indicated in the discussion of his
father. At age 10, he got a new step—father of means. He married Mary
McGlamery on 31 Oct 1745 at Stepney Parish, Worcester County, Maryland. We do
not know the name of her father, but the Maryland Calendar of Wills, p. 225,
shows a will of Edward Maglamery, Worcester County, 19 April 1743, proved 25
September 1743, He had seven children, three of which were girls. lle may be
Mary's father. In turn, another Edward McGlamery (Maglamery), Somerset County,
had a will in 1721, proved 21 Oct 1723. He leaves half of a plantation called
"Partner's Choice" to a son named Edward. A wife, Hannah is mentioned. They
could be Mary's grandparents,

Back to David Magee and to the words of Caleb: "David Magee (b. 1719) was
a civic-minded man of Salisbury Town, Md. He signed the petitiocn for a charter
for Salisbury. Apparently, he dealt in real estate; there are numercus deeds.
All at once, in 1774 he sold 2 pieces of property, and there never appeared
any records of David Magee after that date. One of the researchers that I
employed did a lot of checking in various Eastern States and he reported a
record of a David Magee who said he came to Kentucky in 1775. I did not follow
it any further."

David may have moved on to Kentucky. The 1790 Census shows a David Magee
in Hopkins County, Kentucky. In 1775, he was in his fifties - a little too old
in those days. But the.immigration routes west were being opened. Daniel Boone
crossed Ahe Cumberland Gap in 1769 and blazed out the '"Wildernmess Road".
Between 1774 and 1790 there were 70,000 people who followed that trail. David
and Mary may have been among them.

If they moved, some of their children must have been with them because
Ann Mary was born 19 Jan 1761, Betty came along on & Mar 1763, and David was
born on 12 Mar 1765. Their ages were 13, 11 and 9 in 1774. The older children
were first born Davis, our ancestor, Moses, Leah, Nelly, Reuben, and Josiah.
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Reuben and Josiah both served in Maryland's 5th Regiment during the American
Revolution.

DAVIS McGEE / MEGEE
b. 1746 - d. about 1817

The birth and selection of a name for Davis was discussed earlier. He was
the oldest child in a large family. He married Penelope Shockley in Worcester
County, Marvland.

Continuing with the account of Caleh: "In the same year (1774) Davis
Magee, who married Nelly Shockley 176 , sold his household goods, or many of
them to Elijah Shockley and in my personal opinion started southward, tarrying
a while in North Carolina, thence to Georgia. My information indicates that
Davis's son Joseph reported (in census) that he was born in Maryland, 1786,
which may be correct. Maybe Nelly made a home visit of some duration. Said
Joseph died 22 May 1855 in Holmes County, ‘lississippi. His first wife was
Matilda Brantley whom he married 12 December 1808. For his second wife he
married Susan Bonner, who was a sister to Hubbard Bonner, who was in turn the
husband of Rachel Magee (McGee), a sister of Joseph Magee (McGee)." (Note:
Davis McGee, Rachel McGee, and Hubbard Bonner are our ancestors.)

The different spellings of McGee have been used as the applicable
documents show their names. Davis recorded McGee in Georgia in 1788 and that
has been the spelling since then. At that time, & October 1788, Davis McGee
paid 75 pounds for 20} acres on Shoulder-bone Creek in Hancock County,
Georgia. (BKB, p. 31) Later, Davis acted as Administrator of the estate of
Elijah MacGlamery of Hancock County. What kin was he? Who knows?

On 13 January 1804, Davis McGee sold 100 of the 200 acres. (BKG, p. 36)
He was preparing to leave Hancock County for Jones County, Ga. As a matter of
interest, several of our ancestors 1lived in Hancock County, GA. Today, in
1985, the county seat is Sparta. The old red brick courthouse stands in the
center of squalid unpainted shacks. The Confederate soldier has been taken
from the monument. (Buried?) Only the base remains. The doors of the
courthouse are gone. The first floor is a dance hall with vending machines.
County business is conducted upstairs. Records that remain are available for
the taking. If a single white person lives in the county, it would be
surprising. Fortunately, the Georgia Archives copied many of the records and
have them on file. Now, we turn back to Davis McGee.

In Jones County, Georgia, April 1808, Davis McGee and a man named Loid
paid 500 dollars for 202 1/2 acres. Another record of 19 December 1808, shows
Davis McGee selling 202 1/2 acres for 150 dollars. It would seem that he lost
money, but the plots may have been different. The 202 1/2 size was common in
the county because that was the size of land grants. At any rate, Davis paid
taxes on 202 1/2 acres in 1811 and the land joined Taylor. Remember from the
Taylor chapter. that Moses Taylor and Elias Taylor lived in Jones County.

Aside, of interest, another couple of ancestors lived in Jones County in
those days - Rev. Joshua Sanford Callaway and his wife Elizabeth Shivers. He
was one of the great and famous old Baptist preachers. More will be written
about him,Ain the Oliver and Callaway chapters.

Davis McGee seems to have let the American Revolution pass without
serving. Two of his brothers served. He was 30 in 1776. Maybe he was a lover
instead of a fighter. He and Nelly produced a total of nine children. Their
names were Milby, Josiah, James, Rachel (our ancestor), Joseph, Sarah, Richard
Henry, Charlotte, and Davis, Jr,

wWhen Davis McGee wrote his will on 15 January 1816 (Probated 3 Feb 1817,
Estate Bk A, p. 244), he made the usual statement and gave all to Nelly as
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long as she was alive and single. Then, it all went to Davis, Jr., the
youngest child. There were a half dozen slaves, tools, and furniture worth
about 55000. For the other eight children, two got one slave each and the
other six were named with an inheritance of one dollar.

Our ancestor, Rachel McGee, may not have needed any more than the dollar
left to her. She had been married to Hubbard Bonner and had raised a family.
After his death, she married Moses Taylor in 1815 and her daughter, Elizabeth
G., married the son of Moses Taylor, Elias Taylor. These marriages were
discussed in the Taylor chapter. Left for consideration, the Bonners need to
be brought into the family. Rachel ¥cGee married Hubbard Bonner before 1800.
His father was Joseph Bonner.

JOSEPH BONNER
b. about 1760 - d. 1825

Elizabeth Bonner married Elias Taylor. She was the daughter of Hubbard
Bonner and Rachel McGee. After Rachel's husband, Hubbard, died, she married
‘loses Taylor, the father of Elias Tayvlor. This complicated relationship was
discussed, ahove, but is repeated to keep the story straipght. The father of
Hubbard Bonner was Joseph Bonner. We have proved the Bonner line through
Joseph, no further.

There are a number of Bonner family histories. Most claim to descend from
one of three Bonners who came to Jamestown on the ship, "Friendship", in 1636.
Rev. Anthony Bonner of England had a son, Anthony, Jr., who had a son ,
Anthony III born in Quinton, Gloucestershire, England, married to Marina
Vaughn. Their children were Richard, b. 1615, Thomas, b. 1617, and Ellen, b.
1624, The three Bonners who came to Jamestown were James, Richard and Robert.
They could be the Richard, above, and two of his sons - or some other

combination. Also, they may be the ancestors of our Bonners, but we do not
know.
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Our Joseph Bonner was born before 1760 in Sussex County, Virginia. later,
he lived in Prince George County. These two adjacent counties are south of
Richmon@/’HiS wife was * named Susannah. Probably, her last name was Hubbard.
because her son was given that name and so were many other descendants.
Susannah died in 1823. )

Joseph Bonner served in the American Revolution in Captain Nathaniel
Fox's Company, 6th Virginia Regiment, commanded by Colonel James Hendricks.
flis service is documented in the U.S. Archives and is recognized by the NSDAR.
His service and lineage to this writer have been proved to and approved by the
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NS5AR. In later years, in Georgia, as an invalid soldier of the Revolution,
Joseph drew from the Harris Militia District of Jones County, Lot #127 in the
27th District of Early County (250 acres) and lot #493 in the 8th District of
Appling County (490 acres). He already owned 202 1/2 acres on Commissioner's
Creek in Jones County, GA.

After the Revolution, Joseph Bonner settled in Prince George County, VA,
and married Susannah. Their son, William, was born in 1781. The names of - four
of their children are known. William, above, was followed by our ancestor,
Hubbard Bonner. Then came Uriah and Susan. She was born 25 February 1791. All
were born in Prince George County. A daughter, Mildred, who married Benjamine
Weatherby, has been claimed, but proof is vet to be found.

Joseph was listed as a tax payer with 1 tithe and 12 slaves. His name is
on various land documents in 1789 and 1790. By 1793, he owned land in Wilkes
County, GA.

In 1799, he and Jeremiah Bonner were administrators in the estate of
Robert Bonner in Hancock County, GA. Later, in 1806, he witnessed a will in
Warren County, GA. Wilkes, Warren, Hancock, and Jones Counties are along a
line from YE Georgia to the center, below Atlanta. These counties were the
homes of many of our ancestors as they moved west.

Joseph Bonner finally ended his life in Jones County, Georgia. His 202
1/2 acres were next to the farm of his son, Hubbard. Joseph died 6 Jan 1825
leaving no will. Ilis property must have been divided among his heirs.

HUBBARD BONNER
d. about 1814

Born in Prince George County, Virginia, Hubbard came south with his
family about 1791. All these dates and moves become monotonous, but they tell
the moving story of the American settlers looking for better land and a better
life. Disappointments were more common than good fortune. Thé life of a farmer
is never easy. Hard work killed these men and child bearing killed the women.
They wasted no time in getting on with their lives. Time wasted was lost.
Hubbard .came from Virginia as he was approaching manhood.

A little earlier, as we have seen, the McGee family was moving from
Maryland to Georgia for much the same reason as the Bonners. The two families
must have met at Hancock County just before the turn of the century. Hubbard
Bonner married Rachel McGee. From there, the moves can be tracked by the
arrival of the stork, that great old bird that brings babies.

Elizabeth Bonner eame about 1800 in Jefferson County, GA, She is our
ancestor who would marry Elias Taylor.

Martha was next in 1803 in Jefferson County. She married John Tinsley.
Third was William Nevil Bonner on 1 Oct 1806, in Hancock County. This is
the young man who worked with Elias Taylor, driving stage coaches in Alabama.

Next, Henry Hubbard Bonner, 4 Nov 1808, was born, also, in Hancock
County.
Reuben was last, 8 Nov 1810, in Jones County, GA. Now, we find Joseph
Bonner, Hubbard Bonner, and Moses Taylor all having farms on Commissioner's
Creek in Jones County.

On 18 Apr 1814, Hubbard is dead. The court had Rachel administer the
estate. There was no will. Moses Taylor was one of the appraisers. The
inventory is what Hubbard had to show for a hard life. It also gives a picture
of the possessions of a well-to-do family in those times and the value of the
items- in dollars, which were not inflated in those days. Notice the high value
of the slaves, compared to the price put on household items and animals.
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INVENTORY OF HUBBARD BONNER'S ESTATE

The following is a true Inventory & Appraisement of all the goods, chattels,
rights & credits of Hubbard Bonner deceased pointed out to us by Rachel
Bonner, Administratrix this 18th dav of April 18l4.

35 head of hogs $55.00 S cows & calves $45.00— $100.00
13 head of cattle $47.00 1 Bay mare $40.00— 87.00
Bay filley $65.00 1 lot corn, 120 bu. at $.50, $60— 125.00
1 lot of fedder, 2000 lbs at $1.00 per Cwt - 20.00
1 bee hive $2.00 1 Musket $4.00 ' £.00
1 lot of Earthen Ware $10.00 1 set of knives and forks $1.50——11.50
1 lot of tin Ware $3.00 1 lot of Pewter $5.00 ——3.00
1 lot of jugs $1.50 1 lot of Bottles $.50 -2.00
1 Jar $.50 1 lot of Carpentry tools $2.00 ' 2.50
1 lot of Books 510.00 1 sett of Sad Irons $1.50- -1, 5@
8 Chairs $4.00 1 Chest & trunk $4.00 8.00
1 Table $1.00 3 feather Beds & furniture & & Steads $91.30 -92.50
1 Ox Cart at $20.00 1 Loom, 4 Slays & 2 pairs of harnes at $7.00——27.50
2 Wheels & 2 pairs of cards $6.00 1 lot of Cooking Ware $3.00——9.00
1 Coffee Mill $1.50 1 Tray $.50 2 Saddles $8.00- 10.00
7 Geese $3.50 1 lot Kitchen furniture $10.00— —_ 1350
1 lot of household Lumber 2.50
1 lot of Bacon supposed at 600 lbs 60.00
1 lot of Lard supposed 40 1bs. 4.00
1 lot of Socap supposed 40 lbs. — ———mety . Q0
1 lot of Plantation utinsels — = : = - 16.00
1 lot of Oats supposed at 15 bu. 6.00

3.00

3 Padlocks $1.00 3 pecks of Salt $2.00—
1 Sett of Shoe Brushes $.25 1 lot of Seed Cotton 360 lbs. $7.00———7.25
10 Due Bills, Accounts and Notes by name and date (most kinfolks)——67.76

To Cash on Hand . 20.00
1 Negro man named Frank: 275.00
1 Negro woman named Aggy —_— e —125.00
1 Negro man named Nathan— - 450.00
1 Negro woman named Celia 400.00
1 Square of land, lot 201, Dist., 6, Jones County, Ga.— 800.00

We do certify that the foregoing is a true Inventory & Appraisement of all the
goods, chattels, rights and credits of Hubbard Bonner deceased as pointed out

to us by Rachel Bonner, Administratrix.

Moses Taylor
William Northern, Jr.
William Bonner

By 1815, Elizabeth Bonner will have married Elias Taylor and Rachel will
have married his father, Moses. By 1818, Martha will have married John

Tinsley. The other children will have become wards of Elias.
In 1821, both Moses and Rachel died in the fever epidemic that devastated

Jones County. So ends the McGee - Bonner chapter of the family history.
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Cock

This surname has been researched by many people for many years. It can be
spelled many ways - COCK, COCKE, and CO0X are the most usual. All mean the same
- a rooster. The first man named Cock, back in the Middle Ages, when one name
was encugh, must have looked like a rooster, or sounded like a rooster. [!aybe
he looked, sounded, and acted like one. That's the way names were chosen.

Thousands of pages have been written about people named Cock. Their
history goes back to the tenth century. England had many families with the
name. Several of the leading families in Jamestown were named Cocke. It 1is
unfortunate that so many records in America were destroyed by war or fire. We
use what remains to study the past.

The leading researcher and writer of the Cocke family, today, is Virginia
Webb Cocke of Winston-Salem, NC. She has written two thorough and detailed
books and will publish two more. She has a listing of all descendants of Nora
Taylor Metts and will include them in her next book. Of course, she can
publish only as much as her research has revealed. All genealogists work
together to solve the mysteries of the past and to determine the truth. It
would be presumpticus of this writer to vary from the line set in the book,
Cockes and Cousins, Vol. II. This chapter will extract the direct line as it
applies to our family.

Earlier, in the Taylor chapter, the life of Parilee Cock was discussed.
She was the wife of Dr. Ward J. Taylor and the mother of Nora Taylor Metts.
Parilee was a member of the Cock family.

The first Cock that we can claim is Alexander Cock of Bedford County,
Virginia. Records in the St.Paul's Parish Vestry Book, Henrico County,
Virginia, indicate that he was born between 1686 and 1700. He may have been an
imnigrant because he received his land by grant or purchase rather than by
inheritance. On the other hand, couples had many children in those days. All
did not inherite land. Some genealogists think that Alexander had sons named
Bradley, John, William, and George. His wife, first name unknown, was the
daughter of Thomas Bradley, an early settler of Hanover County. The name,
Thomas Bradley, is included in a 1ist of "eminent English merchants of the
17th Century who either lived in Virginia or had near relatives living there'.
Along with other names is, "Thomas Bradley, son of Thomas Bradley, D.D.,
Chaplain to Charles I". Then, in 1702, Anthony Winston sold to Thomas Bradley,
of King William County, a tract of land on Mehixon Creek in St.Peter's Parish,
New Kent County. The Virginia Quit Rent Rolls showed him to own 235 acres.
Much later, in 1734, Thomas is listed in King William Parish. The Vestry Book
of St.Paul's Parish mentions Thomas Bradley 4 times, Alexander Cock, 24 times,
and George Cock twice. Also, the '"small record book™ in Hanover County
mentions Alexander Cock in 1733. Other than the above, nothing is known of
Alexander Cock. To say that a shadow hangs over the man is an understatement.
We can call him the father of George Cock until a better candidate can be
found.

Why is this indecision about the Cock line expressed? It is because
eventual proof of lineage in this autocratic family is worthwhile. There is
little or no doubt that our line goes back to one of the four original Cocke
immigrants. Alse, it is probable, but not proved, that our line is the most
prestigeous of the four, the family from Bremo. James C. Southall, an eminent
genealogist, says that there are four distinct lines:
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I. The main line of Richard Cocke from before 1632, of Henrico County, VA.
Bremo and Malvern Hills were the family homes.

2. The family of Surry and Princess Anne Counties in Virginia. They came in
1690, after our line has been documented.

3. The line of Secretary William Cocke of Williamsburg, coming about 1705,
also too late for our line.

4. The Cockes and Coxes of Lancaster, Middlesex, and Westmoreland Counties.
Nicholas came in 1658. Maurice and Pressley came before 1700. Early records
contain a Fleet Cox. OQur line has used Fleet as a first name.

Our line has used, also, the name Bowler as a first name. This unique
name was common in the Richard Cocke line. The third generation Richard Cocke
married Anne Bowler, and many future generations gave that name to their
children. Eventually, someone will find documents and determine the truth.
Meanwhile, we go on to George Cock, who is considered to be the son of
Alexander Cock.

GEORGE COCK
b. 1728 - d. 1802

George lived in Bedford County, Virginia, in the part which became
Campbell County in 1782. lle was mentioned, along with Alexander Cock, in the
St.Paul's Parish Vestry Book in the early 1700's. As was true with Alexander,
there were very few records of George. We can blame the Yankees for most of
the problems because they burned so many valuable Virginia records during the
War Between the States. Earlier, the British had burned the census records in
Washington in 1812. For lack of better documents, we use tax records. Those of
Campbell County for 1785 show George had 3 white and 11 black persons. John is
shown with one_ white and 11 blacks. They were the only Cocks in Campbell
County. George wrote his will on 24 December 1801 and it was probated 14 June
1802. (W.B. 2:838 Campbell Co.,VA) The will names the following ten children:
Elizabeth Talbot, Jack, Jamima Gilbert, Mary Kent, Sarah Xent, George, Nancy
Stith, Thomas, Rebecca Marshall, and William. The son, Jack, is considered to
be our ancestor, John W. Cock.

" JOHN W, OOCX
d. 1829

Beginning at this point, the evidence is more and better to establish the
Cock lineage. John was born in Hanover County, Virginia, in the part which
became Campbell County in 1782. Patrick Henry gave it the name Campbell after
his brother-in-law, a general in the Revolution. The date of John's birth is
not known, but we do know that he lived a long and fruitful life. The first
date in evidence is 1773, when Sally, his third child, was born. A guess would
put his birth before 1750.

John was married three times and fathered fifteen children. His first
wife, Elizabeth (Jones?) gave him six children, Thomas J., William, Sally,
Nancy, Polly, and John Calvin. They lived in Campbell County. In 1784, John
bought 30 acres on both sides of Big Falling River and, two years later,
another 360 acres on Molley's Creek (Briery). In 1788, he sold some of the
land. In 1790, he sold 140 acres on the south branch of Bull Creek.

The second marriage was recorded in Campbell County as follows: '"Cock,
John and Mary Tweedy (In her own name)., bond 20 August 1796. John Cock (b) and
Robert Tweedy (b}; Joseph Tweedy (w) and Robert Tweedy (w). M.R.__ 1796 by
Charles Cobbs listed the groom as John Cock.". iary was the daughter of Joseph
and Fanny Tweedy. The seven children of John and llary were: Joseph, born 1798;
Fleet, born 18(); Jarrett; Elizabeth, whose estate was administered by
Lynnaeus in Campbell Countvy in 1829; Lynnaeus, born 1810, our ancestor;
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Caswell; and, ‘artha. ¥We will discuss several of these children when we
describe the life of Lynnaeus.

About this time, John moved from Campbell County to Wilson County, TN.
The death of old Georze may have caused the move. George, Sr., on 11 July 1801
gave George, Jr., "with love", 450 acres and dwellinz on Falling River and
tiolley's Creek. Then, old George died. George, Jr. had thirteen children in
1812, So, whatever the reason, John W. went west about 1810.

There is an official document which lists "Citizens furnishing Supplies,
Arns, teams, etc., or rendering other service to the Continental Army
between 17th March 1782 and 4th April 1783." On this list for Campbell County,
VA, are: Cock, John; Cock, George; Cock, Agnes; and, Tweedy, Joseph. All four
are our ancestors with what is called "Patriotic Service". John W. Cock has
been called Captain in several books including the NSDAR listings. He was old
enough, the right age, in fact. He may have served but the writer cannot
document his service. There were several Captain John Cocks. Fach record that
was found was checked. later, service by our John may be confirmed, but,
probably, it will not.

Before leaving Campbell County for Tennessee, John became the father of
the bride four times in the marriage records of Campbell County. The first two
were his sisters - Nancy, in 1782, and Rebecca, in 1787. Then, his daughters
married, Elizabeth in 1805 and Martha on 10 October 1808.

Ve do not know when Mary Tweedy was born or when she died, nor do we know
whether she moved west with her family. Wilson County, Tennessee is east of
and very near Nashville, the seat of Davidson County. It is very unfortunate
that the officials of Davidson County and others in Nashville will not
cooperate in family research or we would know more about this period of John
W. Cock's life. In a book, Pioneers of Davidson Countv, Tennessee, by Whitely,
p. 15, the members of Captain Butler's Militia Company in the War of 1812 are
listed. John W. Cock is number 153. This reinforces the contention that he was
not an officer in the Revolution. He deserves credit for service in the War of
1812,

Later, back in Wilson County, John may have been old, but he had not
given up. He married for the third time, Elizabeth H. Williams of Wilson
County, on 25 Feb 1817. As time went by, two more children came. Number 14 was
Bowler, mentioned earlier, and number 15 was Susannah.

When John W. Cock died, he left a strong young wife with a lot of
children, too many. Qur ancestor, Lynnaeus, now spelled Lenius, was sent to
live with his older brother, Fleet Cock. The document telling of this act is
on the next page.

In his will, John left two slaves to Lineas named Sudo and American. The
will is shown on the following pages of documents. Also, there is another
interesting paper, number 474, that evaluates the slaves to allow division of
property among the heirs.

The property inventory is four pages long with a total of $1,355.12.
Tools, livestotk and household items are listed, The family Bible, $7.50,
would be valuable today if we could find it! After all bills were collected
an¢ paid, the estate was $1,264.76. After reading the documents, we can let
John W. Cock rest in peace and move on to his son, our ancestor, Linius Cock.
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State of Tennesses Wilson County 18th Septsaber 1823
We the undersigned Commissioners have met agresable
to the orders of the Wilson County Court

and have valned the negross bslonging to the estats
of John Cock Decd viz Caswel]l Cock'’s negroe

man Mitehell at six bundred dollars Martha Cock's
negroe woman Dirmah at four bundred and

fifty dollars Jarrett Cock's negroe boy Flim N
at three Mundred and twenty five dollars Fleet Cock’s
negroe boy George at cne mndred and seventy five
Dellars Lineas Cock's negroe Girl Sutah at

ons hundred and thirty seven & half dollars and
Amsrica at one hundred and thirty seven & half dollars

40
Amarica at one hindred and thirty seven
and a half Dollars Willdan Word

Francis Puckatt
Willdam Williams
Recorded this 3rd December 1823
Test
John Alleorn Clk
of Wilsen County Court

In maicing these copies, I have tried to spell and punctuste
exactly as the original, Also, ths words, by line are the same
30 a comparison can be made, Dashes are used whers the word
could not be read. Spelling of names varied on the will and
batwean the will and the "Divisiom of Negroes" paper. But,
the asaignment of slaves to persons is conaistent between
the papers.

ACH

102



P it \ i

@({u [(L;-‘Z'u\'\-hmf f‘tb‘r(owjé \Lb/ yyu7 ZM\J( aa\.'L 75‘(4/ {-4.4,6
po.p "{A’F e 7 5

By 2 2 e &mﬁw‘-\, /28 {(/ \/ @m/f Q o

WAJ L@ [// %l/:@ Coo

{75,‘/ P/[L Will of JORN_COCK -

M State of Temnessse) I Jolm Cock Sr of ths county and

Wilsen County ) State aforesaid being in asocund aind
Jif/ 7— o and zamcry do make and ordain this oy last will i
chr ard testament,
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( & son Joseph Cock fifty cents
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then said negroes is to be squally divided between =y son " aQ
Bowler Cocke and Susannah Cock t4"'--"53.z-:|';
§, ; 3rd Itew I give and bequesth to 7y son Flaet Cock two Fed
Lji u { negroed one by the name of Yorgan and the other by the ::gg'
nate of George 5?0

echildren she has aver “ad and also her inersase forsver

4th Item I ae-= .-e—u baqueath to =zy daughter Slizabeth
. Cock one nsgro woman by the nazme of Nancy and all the
il ¢ T""( Sth Itee I give and bequsath to =y son Lineas Cock two

-noslegé
v fw Jo 4

negroes cne by the name of Sudo and the other by the nams e
; '] of American et J o
Y d:‘.‘(’i }')"5 6th It-Igiﬂuﬂb-qu-athtome;mll Cock one negro o mer
man by the name of ¥itchell i
T&ﬁ é 7th Ttem I give and bequeath to my dsughter Martha Cook ?.‘?
e OCE’_ cne negro girl by the name of Dinah and her incrsase forever 8
8th Item There is one sorrell horse to be sold for the payment of E-
{ t : ! . =y debts all the stock of avery iind ix to:go the -——= of the family [z}
7 14447  9th Ttam There is two negroses not devissi to my children b
J to wit, Alse & Fountain which is to be sald and the money e
e 4«41:.-‘”L % f equally divided betwwsn all =y children except Joseph g.:'
- - _ Cock vhich I had by my second wifa which is to be s
! 9 divided So as to include all the legates sbove named 2’:

B} equai.
. page 342 e %ﬁ
10th Item When my youngest child comes of age =3
//) if @y wife should die or marry my land 13 te be squally §_g_
@

.= 1ith Ttem I give to my son Jarrel Cock one negro by
the name of Flam alsec one cow I appoint =y son
Joseph Cock sxecutar te this =y last will and testament
In testimony I hersunto set my hand and affix =y seal

s ‘ divided betwesn all zy children except those I have
/'(’q LXIZQ—(/T'LD Eé given fifty cents to

this 25th Nevember 1822 his
3 g Elisha Sims Jolm I Coak
- John Quarles mark
A, Hurris Stata of Tennessee) December Terz 1522
Fleets Cock Wilson County )
Jarrel Cock The within will and testament of John

Cockdocdmprodm:odincpcncaurtlmdul?ﬂ
by the saths of John Quarles ard A. Harris + - o
the subscribing witnesses thereto ard order:. . &
registeresd
Tante John Allaorm Clerk of
said eourt

Registared the 27th February 1823

Seal Jno Alleorm Clk
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LINTUS OOCX
b. 1810 - d. 1853

Born in Campbell County, VA, baby Linius made the move to Wilson County,
TN. The spelling of his name changed three times before he was ten, but it was
always pronounced the same. When his father died, he went to live with his
older brother, Fleet, who was 23. Linius was 13. Fleet lived in Madison
County. The Cock family was drifting west and south. That's the way families
moved - thev followed each other, Remember that the brothers of Linius were
Joseph, Jarrett, Fleet and Caswell. In 1830, Linius found his way, six days on
a horse, back to DeKalb County, TN, just east of Wilson County, where he
married Louise Overall. The voung couple must have lived with their kin for
the first years of their marriage. The brothers helped each other. Jarrett
went to Rutherford County, south of Nashville. Joseph was in Madison County
with Fleet by 1840. Then, Joseph, Linius, and Caswell moved to Mississippi.
They lived in Marshall County, near Holly Springs. Joseph was the oldest.

Linius was 28 when Parilee was born in 1838 in
Tennessee. By the time William was born, he had moved to # 459 Farmer

Holly Springs, where he stayed until 1849, when he moved %ﬁ‘:’ B :g:::m

on to Carthage, Texas, in Panola County. We know when he lafayett % Wn-

moved because of the census of 1850. It showed Joseph iﬁi:m" * if::

and Caswell in Holly Springs and Linius in Carthage,TX, Parsles v+ * 212 -

as shown. We see Linius as a farmer with land worth f,:,.pﬁ ol

$2500. His first son, John Walter, has left home. Then, g:ﬁ;&m 2%::

there is Lafavett (spelling?), Mary Ann, John, Parilee, ¢ LricErroer 252Ky

William, Joseph, and Charles. The last three names are Eisha BRETI 4 & Tom

farm workers, probably. * Children of Louisa Overall

Now, there was another mystery — Who is Eliza? Where is Lowuise Overall?
Those 0ld roosters had a bad habit of losing wives! This third edition has the
answer to the mystery. In 1987, contact was made with Wenzola Kiger of
Chattanooga, TN. She sent a copy of her book, "Overall"™ and the door opened
to many great ancestors - all forebears of the beloved grandmother, Nora
Tavlor Metts! The next chapter, "Overall™ is added in this addition.

linius died on 17 Jan 1852 of "consumption" at his home in Panola County,
TX. His obituarv in The Texas Republican, Marshall, TX, 24 Jan 1852, said that
he was 46 vears old and had been ill for several months., It went on to say
that he had been born in Virginia and came to Tennessee as a young man, His
request was that he be buried at Major Heolland's cemetery because he dié not
want "to be buried in the woods". The paper said he left a wife and 7
children.

The 1860 census, as presented in the Taylor chapter, showed Ward and
Parilee with little Nora (Tavlor Metts) and Willie. Brother Lafayette is a
wealthy farmer. Eiize has married someone else. This brings the Cock line to
the junction with the Tavlors. The life of Parilee was discussed with her
husband, Dr. Ward J. Tavlor.

Many questions were included in this chapter. Much is left to be found.
This writer believes that our Cock line descends from Richard Cock, of
Virginia. With good luck, this chapter may be rewritten.
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May 1988

Research continued on the Cock family. On page 100, rhe marriage of John
W. Cock to P’hly Tweedy is discussed. John was the son of George and Agnes
Cock. Two references were found that lead to more information about these
ancestors who lived during the Revolutionary period.

The Virpinia Mapazine of History and Biography, Volume V, for the year
ending June, 1898, page 257, states that Mr. W. MacFarlane Jones had copied
the Campbell County Order Book at Rustburg, Virginia. The report starts with
the appointment of a court on 7 Feb 1782. On page 260 to 262, Mr. Jones
copied a, "List of Citizens furnishing Supplies, Arms, Teams etc. or rendering
other service to the Continental Army, who received certificates calling for
payments account thereof, at various sessions of the County Court of Campbell
County between 7th Mch. 1782 and 4th April 1783." An alphabetical list follows
with about 156 names. Included are the names of John Cock, George Cock, Agnes
Cock and Joseph Tweedy. (This time there are two e's in Tweedy.)

Later, the William and Mary College Quarterly, Volume 8-Series 2, 1928,
makes the same report as above and records it as of the September Court of
1832. The information is exactly the same. These books are available in most
large genealogy libraries.

Follow-up on the information was accomplished by letters to the Virginia
Library and to the Campbell County authorities to acquire the actual
documents. The Virginia Library in Richmond is, actually, the Virginia
archives - a wonderful institution. They provided copies of the original
documents and the summary of each as follows:

1. Public Service Claims, Commissioner's Book 1., Reel 5, p. 282. At a
court held for Campbell County on 1 August 1783, the claims of John Cocke,
Ayres (They misread Agnes!) Cock and George Cocke of having furnished corn and
beef for public use were allowed.

— clippings from document —
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2. Ibid.
p. 293. At a court held for Campbell County on 7 August 1783, the claim of
Joseph Tweedy of having furnished beef for public use was allowed.
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3. Public Service Claims, Campbell County Court Booklet,, Reel 1, p.l.
At a court held on 7 March 1782, pp. 5, 6, 11. The claims of John Cock,
George Cock, and Joseph Tweedy of having furnished beef and corn for public
use were allowed,

Public Service Claims

Campbell County Court Booklet

vrﬂ_dwﬁzzfﬁif{ M{@:‘/Laﬁ‘_
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A letter to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Campbell County was
answered by Mrs. Elizabeth Tucker, the Deputy Clerk. She went to considerable
effort to find other documents. She went through the Campbell County Order
Books and sent copies transcribed below:

1. Order Book 1, page 30, May 1782, "George Cock proved that he
furnished the said Commissary with five diets for which he is allowed the sum
of five shillings and one and a half Bushells of corn for which he is allowed
the sum of three shillings which is ordered to be certified."

2. Order Book 1, page 56, June 1782, "Joseph Tweedy proved that in
October One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty One he furnished Christopher,
Irvine Commissary of the Provision Same with Three Hundred and Twenty-five
pound of Beef for which he is allowed the sum of three shillings two pecks of
corn for which he is allowed the sum of one shilling which is Ordered to be
Certified."

3. Order Book 1, page 29, date not evident on copy, "John Cock proved
that he furnished the said Commissary with Two Hundred and Seventy-five pound
of Beef for which he is allowed at the rate of sixteen shillings and eight
pence per hundred weight half a Bushell of corn for which he is allowed the
sum of one shilling; five Diets for which he is allowed the sum of five
shillings, and One Bushell of Qats for which he is allowed the sum of one
shilling and sixpence which is Ordered to be Certified.

4, Order Book 1, page 23, ''Ordered that Richard Stith John Fitzpatrick
and John Cock being sworn before a Justice of the Peace for this county do
vien the way from the Ford on Falling River where Randolphs Road crosses it to
John Hooks store and make report of the conveniences and inconveniences
attending the same to the next court."

5. Order Boock 1, page 38, "Ordered that Thomas Jones, Junior and John
Cock two of the Executors of the last Will and Testament of William Jones
Deceased be app01nted Guardians of the said Descendents Orphan Children to
wit, —

6. Order Book 1, page 492, November 1784, Joseph Tweedy bonded.

7. Order Book 15, page 226, "On the motion of Robert Tweedy and Adler
Arrington Securities fdr John and Frances Twedy Executor and Executress of
Joseph Twedy deceased ———" No date on the copy.

8. Order Book 15, page 240, Campbell September Court, 1823, "John Twedy
Exor and Frances Twedy Exex of Joseph Twedy decd who were summoned to appear

104 - 2



at the third term to give Robert Twedy and Adler Arrington their
securities-" —it goes on to relieve the executors and appoint
another to handle Joseph's will.

Mrs, Elizabeth Tucker found and sent a copy of Joseph Twedy's
i will, This will is recorded in Campbell County, Virginia, in Will
( Book 3, Page 69. The name is spelled several ways in various
documents, Tweedy and Twiddy being common. An inventory follows
the will and on four pages lists 16 slaves, cattle, horses and
many of the household items, Joseph Twedy was born about 1750,
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The Sons of the American Revolution and the Daughters of the American
Revolution recognize patriots who are given credit for "Patriotic Service" as
different from military service. By helping to feed or support the soldiers,
they assisted in their own way. Eventually, they were paid for whatever they
had contributed and the pay records give the evidence to document their
activities. George, his wife Agnes and John Cock were farmers. So was Joseph
Twedy, the father-in-law of John Cock. All four have been claimed and proved
to and approved by the Sons of the American Revolution.

Most documents spell the Twedy name with two e's. I have chosen to call
him Twedy because his hand written will, signed in handwriting spells it that
way. I believe that he knew how to spell his own name.

Before these papers were found, little was known about the Cock ancestors
of Campbell County. In the past, there has been a problem about the John Cock
name. There were several in Virginia, some with outstanding military service.
Now, however, we see these people as a family group in Campbell County,
Virginia,

This brings the research, again, to the question about the origin of
George. With patience and persistence, as the little pieces of information
are collected, they may come together - one of these days!
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The second edition of this book was finished in 1985. It tells that the
wife of Linius Cock was Louisa Overall of DeKalb County, Termessee, and no more
about her. A few efforts to find her ancestors had not produced any results, so
the search moved on to other lines. Then, in early 1987, a book was found that
has the complete ancestry of that branch of the family. Mrs.

Wenzola R. Kiger wrote and published "“OWERALL". In 442 pages, she documents a
lifetime of careful and complete genealogical work. A copy of the book is in the
NSDAR library in Washington, D.C.

A new chart in this edition is on page 2. It shows the ancestors added to
the Metts family as found in the book by Wenzola Kiger. This chapter will be
addressed to and will give a condensed description of the ancestors of Louise
(or Louisa) Overall as described in Wenzola's book. When mno reference to
Wenzola's book is made, the information came fram that book. About the only
other references needed concern the documentation of four men who participated
as soldiers or patriots in the American Revolution. Her book gives them credit,
but the original documents needed for proof will be included in this chapter.

OVERALL

The Overall family were Saxons who came to England from the Danish
peninsula and settled in Thaxted and Essexshire during the reign of Henry the
Eighth (1509-1540). One early and famous Overall was Bishop John Overall
{1560-1619), Regius Professor of Theology at Cambridge, later Dean of St.
Paul's, London, and Bishop of Coventry and Litchfield and Norwich successively.
He was one of the 47 translators of the King James Bible.

The Bishop had no children, but he had two brothers named William and
Nathaniel. These have become often-used names in the Overall family since 1560.
Probably, one or the other was followed by Overalls that came to America.
Another Nathaniel came from Kent to Virginia in 1637. Later, in 1651 and 1665,
a William bought land in Westmoreland County, Virginia. As with most surnames in
the olden times, the name , Overall, had other “"sounds like" spellings, Overhall
being one that was often used.

We will start with William Owverall who was born about 1650 or 1660. He
married Jane Baldridge (c.1652 - 5 Apr 1719). Her parents were James and Dorothy
Baldridge of Virginia. Jane had been married three times (Capt. Alex Baynham,
Thomas Butler, and John Berryman) before she married William. This was mnot
unusual in old Virginia because wen were killed or died young. Indians, hard
work and disease took a terrible toll. William died in King George County, Jane
in Westmoreland County.

In the next generation, William Overall, Jr. was born about 1682. BHe
married Mary Jones about 1700. She was the daughter of John Jones of
Westmoreland County, VA, and the grand-daughter of Nathaniel and Judith Jones.
When father John Jones wrote his will on 10 Jan 1707 (probated 5 June 1713), he
mentioned a son, Nathaniel Jones; daughters, Elizabeth and Sarah; and a son,
Charles. Also, he listed a grand-son, John Overall as the son of William
Overall. William was executor.

William Overall, Jr. and his wife, Mary, had seven children. Our ancestor,
John, was born about 1701 and died in 1743. The other children were: Mary
(c.1707-) m. 31 Aug 1727 Anthony Kitchen; Sarah (c.1709-) m. 14 Nov 1729 John
Dagg; Elizabeth (c.1714-) m, 15 Sep 1733 John Whitledge (1711-1761); Frances (22
Aug 1716-) m. 27 Oct 1733 Nathaniel Whitledge of Hamilton Parish; William III
(c.1718-); and, Nathaniel c.1721-), a Virginia Trooper in 1756. These dates and
some of the information came from the St. Paul's Parish Register.

John Qverall, Sr. was born in Prince William County before 1707 and died
there in 1742/43. He married Mary Elliot on 8 Oct 1722. Her mother, also a
Mary, was bom about 1680 and died 24 Jul 1738. John, Sr. and Mary had five
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children: Sarah (7 Feb 1725-) m. 21 Sep 1750 Joseph Powell; our ancestor,
William (c.1727-); Mary (19 Mar 1731-) m. 11 Feb 1750 James Bowling; Behethalam
(7 Feb 1725) m. James Cunningham; and John Overall, Jr. (1735-).

John Overall, Sr. wrote his will on 16 Sep 1742. After writing that he was
from Hamilton Parish in Prince William County, VA, he made his peace with God
and gave almost everything to his son, John Overall, Jr., who was only seven
years old, leaving next to nothing to John's older brother, William, our

ancestor. This is odd and not according to the old rules of "primogeniture"
where the oldest son inherits. Part of the will reads:

"ITEM, I give and bequeath unto my son, Johm Overall, all my land which is
six limdred acres and thirty, except some part that shall be hereafter
mentioned. The land is in five tracts and lying on Lucky Run and the Chestnut
Branch - the one I bought of Leonard Lehns (?), Sr. the other of Thomas
Whitledge - the begiming of both tracts is now in Whitledge's mill dam, and if
my son John Overall should die without heir lawfully begotten of his body then
the aforesaid land to be equally devided between my three daughters and also I
give to him five good feather beds and furniture, five negroes Caesar a boy
Judah a girl one ovill table, one small table, one great chest, one horse of ten
pound price, sadle, pistols, holsters, & sord; one cow and calf; one young stear
of three year old; one sow & pigs; one ten gallon iron pot and hooks; five pot
racks; one puter dish; and six plates; five pistols; one iron pot of five
gallons, now with his grandmother a brass morter and pestol large, a pair of
tongues, a dripping pan, & a iron spit."

The will goes on to give the usual feather bed, cow and a gold ring to each
of the girls with a little wvariation in minor items. The gold ring to
Behethalam was broken. Poor old William got a little land that he could 'mot
leas or sell it but to work on it as he pleases himself" and then it would
revert to little brother, Johm. His grandmother got a "barrill of wheat one
barrill of comn one hundred pound of hogmeat for five years'. Seven year old
John, Jr. would live with his Uncle Nathaniel, go to school to age 14, work
until he was 18, then be free at last!

There is a document, "Northern Neck Grants No.5 1713-1719", wherein Jotm
Overall gets confirmation of his ownership of 57 1/2 acres in Westmoreland
County, Washington Parish. It refers to John Overall as " of ye County of
Stafford.

William Overall was born, probably, in Prince William County. He married
Maria Christina Froman (1 Mar 1736-)in Frederick County, Virginia, in 1753. Her
father was Captain Jolm Paul Froman, Sr., a famous man. Also, she descended
from Jost Hite, the first citizen of the Shenandoah Valley. The Froman and Hite
families will be described in separate sections of this chapter, later. William
and Maria had seven children: Captain William Overall (1754 - 22 Jan 1793)
married Susarmah Thomas and moved to Termessee; our Ancestor, Jotm Overall
(c.1756-) remained in Virginia and married his first wife, Elizabeth Ann Waters,
from whom we descend, on 13 Sep 1772 in Shenandoah County, Virginia. His second
marriage, in 1783 was to Mrs. Mary Ann (Markham) Earle Byrne. Another son was
Nathaniel (1758-1835), who died in Rutherford County, TN. He married Anne Thomas
(-1844), a Quaker, on 26 Feb 1783 in the Shenandoah. Next, Nancy ( ¢.1760-),
also a Quaker, went to Tennessee and married Joshua Thomas, who was killed by
the Indians’ in 1783 in the Nick-a-jack expedition. Joshua was the son of
William and Elizabeth Thomas. In Pillow, Part II, of this book, the Nick-a-jack
battle is described as Colonel William Pillow participated. See pages 241-245.
The death of Joshua Thomas is mentioned in Colonel Pillow's papers. Also, our
ancestor, Abner Pillow, married a lady named Mary Thomas. Further, our W. Rees
Porter had a wife, Mary Thomas. All three of these Mary Thomas wives lived in
Termessee at about the same time. Study of the Thomas family continues.
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Continuing with the children of William Overall and Maria, we list: Mary
(c,1762-), a Quaker, who married James Espey; Robert (c.1764-), who went to
Tennessee and was killed by Indians on a journey from Fort Nashborough to
Kentucky for supplies; and Christina Froman Overall (c.1780-) ,who married a man
named Williams and moved to South Carolina where many descendants live.

The surveyors book from Shenandoah County, Virginia, 1794-1817, has a Land
Office Treasury Warrant which gives John Overall 59 acres on 23 Jul 1795. This
was an extension to the land that he owned.

Joln Overall was born about 1756 in Frederick County, Virginia. He lived
and died in Overall, Virginia. When he died about 1819, he was buried in the
Overall Cemetery. He married Elizabeth Ann Waters on 13 Sep 1772 in Shenandoah
County, Virginia. They had three children. The first was our ancestor, Colonel
Abraham Overall, (11 June 1774- ). He was born in Virginia. He married Hannah
Leath and moved to Tennessee in 1804. Colonel Isaac Hite Overall (11 Jun 1776-)
married Mary Carson, He served in the War of 1812. Jacob Overall, Sr., (4 Jul
1779-) married Nancy Lawrence and went to Temessee in 1804.

The second marriage of John Overall was in 1783 to Mrs. Mary Anm  Markham
(Earle) Byrns (1755-1810). She gave him seven children: Elias Earle; Elizabeth;
William Bowman; Marion; Nancy Am; John Froman, Jr.; and Christina Williams.

John Overall owned extensive land and property in Virginia. When he died,
Shenandoah County, Virginia, Records, Deed Book AA, page 401, begins: Court
directed to assign November 1820 to Mary Amn Overall her dower in the land
whereof John Overall died seized and possessed (and gives boundaries). We have
also divided the remainder of the land of the said dec'd among seven of his
heirs (there being nine but Elias and William having received their proportion
of the Land previous to the death of the dec'd) in mammer following, to wit:"
It goes on to break out the land into lots. Lots are subdivisions of sections
of land. Wenzola Kiger's book, "Overall'has seven pages of records of the
inventory and accounts. John was a wealthy man.

Jolm Overall will be claimed as an American Revolution soldier In Kiger,
Overall, page 26:

JOHN OVERALL SHENANDOAH MIL. SERVICE IIL PAPERS D.5

A Pay Roll of Captain Briscoe Company of Militia on the Expedition under General
Clark against the Shawneys 1780

. Discharged
Privates: John Overhall Entered: July 20, 1780 21 Aug 1780
days of service: 33 1/4 2-4-0
Isaac Froman 33 July 20, 1780 21 Aug 1780
2-4-0
(Copied from original rell)
on back of roll: Lincoln Pay Roll 66
Capt. Perm Briscoe
Pay Roll
C 85 Del to
No. 581
Militia

March 25, 1783 Capt. Permenas Briscoe came to me before one of the Magistrates
in Lincoln Co. and made oath that the within pay roll is just and true

Hugh McGay

Also Grathmey Virginia in the Rev.
John Overhall in Shen. Mil. app. Lt.

gept 30, 1784 1 P
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Following the reference is a copy of the front and back of the original
pay roll. This was provided by the Virginia State Library. It is very dim,
but can be read (exactly),

"A Pay Roll of Capt Brisco Company of
Militia on the Expedition under Genl Clark against the Shaney in 1780"

When ent. When dis Time of 297777777
charged service L S De

private John Overhall|July 10,1780]|Augt.21,1780 33 | 1/4' 2 4 0

Having entered this document, remarks aré required to show that we have
the right man.

1., The fact that his kinsman, Isaac Froman is on the same roster for the
same period is indicative.

2. In The Encvclopedia Americana, 1953, Vol. 7, page 41 & 42:

"CLARK, George Rogers,
"The capture of Detroit again postponed, Clark returned to Kentucky to build
Fort Jefferson at the mouth of the Ohio. In 1780, he crushed Great Britain's
last major cffensive in the West, beating off a heavy attack on Cahokia, and
punishing the atrocious raids made upon Kentucky's smaller forts by leading a
force of 1,000 men against the Shawnees, defeating them heavily and destroying
their villages Piqua and Chillicothe. Later that year he was commissioned
brigadier general by Thomas Jefferson,—-" Remember that Kentucky was not a
state, it was a part of Virginia. Many of Clark's men were Virginians,
particularly those Virginians that lived in the western mountains of Virginia.
3. Captain Permenous Brisco {or Permanas Brisca) was born near
Charlottesville, VA, He is well documented. Gwathmey, page 94, Captain,
Clark's I1l. Reg." and "Captain in Jefferson County in 1781".

4. The correct reference is Gwathmey, Historical Register of Virpinians in
the Revolution to "Overhall, John, Shenandoah Mil. appointed Lieut. Sept. 30,
1784, IP". Of course, the Revolution was over in 1784, but this is an
indication of prior service. The promotion is in the Shenandoah County Order
Book, 1784-1786, Reel 53, p.77 (for date) and Page 83, "John Overhall is
appointed Lieutenant in the second battalion of the militia of this county,
court held 30 September 1784. This reference 4is from the Virginia Library.
Note that his name is spelled Overhall back in his home in Virginia.

5. The Overall study by Kiger has found most if not every Overall {(or
Overhall) in America during Revolutionary times. This would preclude getting
the wrong John. The spelling of Overall as Overhall is not unusual. It
happened often. Remember that the company clerk makes out the pay roll and
the soldier pays attention to the pounds, shillings and pence, not the
spelling!

6. Attention is c¢alled to Vogt & Kethley, Virginia Historic Marriage
Register, - Shenandoah County Marriage  Bonds, 1772-1850, Page 405,
"Waters,—-#Elizabeth Ann & John Overall 13 Sep 1772."
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Colonel Abraham Overall was born in Shenandoah Valley County Virginia on
11 Jun 1774. He died in DeKalb County, near Liberty, Tennessee, on 26 Aug
1844. As was stated earlier, he married Hannah Leath (after 1775-1837) on 7
Sep 1790 in Shenandoah County, Viirginia, and they moved to Tennessee in 1802
(or 25 late as 1805). She was the daughter of James and Lydia Leath. Hannah's
ancestors will be discussed separately in another section of this chapter.

Abraham Overall was commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel during the War of
1812. He was a gallant officer of the 4lst Militia and was an intimate friend
of Andrew Jackson. While fighting in the Battle of Horse Shoe Bend, he was
said to have had his horse shot out from under him.

Abraham and Hannah had ten children:

1. Dr. John W. Overall (1792-1837) was born in Shenandoah County. He never
married. His practice was in Alexandria, Virginia, where he was murdered.

2. Elizabeth Ann Waters Overall (18 Nov 1799-) was born in the Shenandoah,
married Joseph Fite. They moved to Marshal County, Mississippi in 1846.

3. Elizabeth Overall (6 May 1806-1874) was born 1in DeKalb Co., TN, and
married James Wood on 17 Sep 1820. They lived in Cannon Co., TN.

4. Nancy Overall (¢.1808-) married Dr. Thomas Jefferson Sneed of Cannon
County.

5. Louisa Overall (c.1810-bef 1846). She married Linious (Lin) Cock. Her
heirs were living in Mississippi in 1846. This is our ancestor whose life has
been a myvstery until this chapter was written.

6. Harriet Overall (¢.1812-) married Pleasant C. Watson and moved to Texas.

7. Vadney Overall {(c. 1814-) never married.

8. Paralee Overall (c, 1816-) married Colonel William B. Stokes

9. Lauralee Melissa Overall (¢.1820-) married F.P. Windes and Charles W.
LaFayette Hale.

10. Horace Abraham Overall (15 Dec 1822-) married Elizabeth B. Clark.

Abraham Overall wasted no time becoming a very wealthy man in Tennessee.
Eventually, he owned 2,500 acres of land and many slaves. The old Overall home
is near Liberty, Tennessee. It was built by the slaves in 1811. The two
story part of the house is made of logs. Originally, the kitchen was fifty
yards behind the house. The way that Abraham bought his land is interesting.
Governor Samuel Houston (that's right - Texas Sam!) sold him 50 acres on 22
Sep 1828 for one cent an acre. At 12 1/2 cents an acre, he got 50 acres "on
Clear Fork-—near a Blowing Spring" in 1829. In 1827, he bought 450 acres in
Smith County for a penny an acre. Eventually, he had 2,500 acres.

There is a family story about Thomas G. Ward Overall. As a little baby,
in 1833, he was left at the door of Dr. John W. Overall, who was not married.
The doctor took the child to his father and little Thomas was given the
Overall name. Somehow, they knew that the baby's last name was Ward. Many
people thought he was another of the many Overall children. Four years later,
the Doctor is murdered. In his will, Abraham provided for the education and
care of the eleven year old child and gave the child Dr. John W. Overall's
house in Alexandria. This story would make a TV "soap opera™!

The will-of Abraham Overall is long. He makes the usual statements and
leaves the home place to number ten kid, Horace. Details are included about
the land. He gave some of the girls land and valuable property with the
provision that it "shall not in any event be subject to the debts or control
of her husband but to be hers absolutely" and go to the children after her
death. Ong’daughter got only ten dollars. As was usual, the slaves were given
by first name. In the case of our ancestor, Louisa Overall, she was dead. He
states:
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"I give and bequeath to Lafayette Cock, Mary Ann Cock, John Cock and
Paralee Cock (Paralee is the great grandmother of this writer), the lawful

heirs of my deceased Daughter Louisa Cock one-seventh part of my real and
personal property not otherwise bequeathed by this instrument which shall be
equally divided amongst them first reducing from their said Legacy the amount
of Twelve Hundred Dollars that being the amount which their Mother received of
me in her lifetime in advance.

When all was said and done, each of the <c¢hildren got $2,439.37. With
$1200 out, Louisa's children got $1,239.37.

In a way, there seems to be a pathetic story behind Abraham's life. His
first son, a doctor, is murdered. Another son dies. The last child, a son,
is the executor and will farm the land. The many girls seem to marry and move
on with the westward emigration. The o0ld house still stands in DeKalb County,
Tennessee.

In the second edition of this book, questions were raised about the fate
of Louisa Overall. We wondered why there was a new young wife in the Linious
Cock home. Now we know that Louisa died before the family left for
Mississippi. As for Linious Cock, more is learned about that old rooster.

Above, Elizabeth Ann Waters Overall, daughter of Abraham, married Joseph
Fite. They had a daughter, Elizabeth Fite. When Louisa Overall died, leaving
four minor children, young Elizabeth Fite married the old father, Linious
Cock, and she is the mysterious Eliza in Carthage, Texas, that told the census
taker in 1850 that she was 27 years old! She is the wife that moved to Holly
Springs, Mississippi, with the family and on ocut to Pancla County (Carthage),
Texas.

In DeKalb Co. Deed Bk B, p.3, "Lenny Cocke" was the first to sign over
his share of Dr. John W. Overall's house in Alexandria to Thomas Ward in 1837.
Later, Deed Bk D, p.99, October term, 1846 states:

"Circuit Court decree:

"Thomas J. Sneed & wife Nancy, formerly Nancy Overall; Horace A. Overall
& William B. Stokes and his wife Paralee, formerly Paralee Overall citizens of
DeKalb Ce., Tenn. against James Woed and his wife Eliza, formerly Eliza
Overall, citizens of Cannon Co., Tenn.; Joseph Fite and wife Elizabeth,
formerly Elizabeth Overall of the state of Mississippi; and the following
minor heirs of Louisa Cock formerly Louisa Overall, also citizens of the state
of Mississippi, to wit,

LaFavette Cock, Mariann Cock, Paralee Cock, and John Cock. Also Pleasant
C. Watson and his wife Harriet, formerly Harriet Overall, citizens of the
Government of Texas; also F.P.Wynds and his wife Melissa, formerly Melissa
Overall, citizens of the state of Missouri," several tracts of land sold to
the highest bidder.

The document, above, is very important because it establishes the
relationship between Paralee Cock and Louisa Overall Cock. Louisa was born
about 1810 and died about 1846. She was the mother of Paralee Cock, born in
1838. Louisa married Linious about 1830. This completes the Overall line to
the Cock family. Now, we turn back te discuss the ancestors of Overall wives.
The famous Hite family is first.

.

NOTE: The next two pages have a copy of the original document, Deed Book D,
Page 99, October Term 1846. The document is in the courthouse of DeKalb
County, TN.
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BONFELD, GERMANY

PRt

l Right
| Highway sign directs the
! visitor to Bad Rappenau
(Bonfeld), birthplace of
JOST HITE. Some small
towns are losing their
identity in present day
Germany's reorganization

Tawn of Bonfeld - named for
the ruling family during the
13th Unoggh 15%h cEenburg. L
1496 the Gemmingens became ruler:
and were in power when JOST HITE
was born. Bad Wimfen was birth-
place of ANNA MARIA MERCKLE,
wife of HITE. Both towns are
now in county Landkreis of
Hillbron, Baden-Wurtemburg.

ewyy-chv in ) The Gemmingens and those of their territory were af
Benge lel the Lutheran faith. Their castle and church were
ot | __/ prominent buildings. Losses in lives and goods

because of decades of warfare were primary motivation
for emigration of enterprising families from the
Neckar valley and the Kraichau region. JOST HITE

and his families were among the Palatine families
who found refuge in the Colony of New York in 1709/10.
ELIZABETH HITE, his daughter and our ancestor,
was baptized there in 1711. JOST HITE was a very
early "success story" making his life using native
gintelligence, industry and thrift.

Photographs shared by Mrs. G. 0. Kiger

Source of information: GERMAN ORIGINS OF JOST HITE,
virginia Pioneer by Jones, Connor, Wust. Pub.

8H shcnandoah History, P. 0. Box 98, Edinburg, VA 22824.
MY 1575 p. 32.
This page is from "Overalls All Over", by Eudine
M. Britton, July 1988, Voi. 11, Issue#4, p. 52.
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JOST HITE  Married  ANNA MARIA MERCKLE
(5 DEC 1685-Before 1760) (T6 Jan =

The German emigration to America in the early seventeen hundreds has been
discussed, telling of the arrival of the Metts, Suber, and Weyman families.
Here, again, we see German Lutherans of the Lower Palatinate driven from their
homes by the Roman Catholics of Bavaria, Austria and France. Faced with the
alternatives of death by hanging, being chained to an oar in a galley, or
going to an uncivilized country called America, the choice was easy. Between
1700 and 1740, thousands of so-called Palatines came to South Carolina, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania and New York. In New York, five settlements were
established along the Hudson River in the fertile valleys of the Catskill
mountains. The region was called New Paultz.

Johan (Hans) Justus (Jost) Heyd (Heydt) was born on 5 December 1685 in
Bonfeld (There is no town by that name, today.), Germany. He was baptized the
next day. His father, Johannes Heyd. was a butcher and c¢ivic councillor of
Bonfeld whose wife's name was Magdalena. Young Johan became a linen weaver and
on 11 December 1704, he married Anna Maria Merckle, the daughter of Abraham
and Anna Veronica Merckle, also of Bonfeld. Johan and Anna Maria had a little
girl, named Maria, in Germany.

The family sailed for America in 1710, landed and went to Kingston, New
York, to the New Paultz settlements. As was true for many Germans with
strange names, his became Jost Hite. Clerks would spell it several other ways
as well. The family joined the church and records show that daughter Maria
was joined by a little sister, Elizabeth, born 4 Nov 1711 in Kingston. This
Elizabeth Hite would marry our ancestor, Captain Paul Froman, Sr., a Quaker of
New Jersey. Their life will be discussed later. Another girl, Magdalena, was
born in Kingston on 13 Sep 1713. In 1732, she married Jacob Chrisman of
Swabia, Germany.

Jost must have heard the call of the frontier the moment he stepped
ashore in America. His destiny was evident. The family set out for
Pennsylvania in 1715 and settled in the Pastorius Colony near Germantown where
he owned 174 acres in 1717. That was not enough land. He bought 600 acres the
next year. He continued to farm and started weaving and milling enterprises.
In 1720, he built a mill at the mouth of Perkiomen Creek. As did many German
farmers, he lived in a log cabin wuntil he had quarried rock and built fine
barns for the farm animals. Then, he built a stone home for the family.

The family continued to grow. The next child born became Colonel John
Hite, Sr. (c.1715-1792), who married Zara (Sarah) Eltingem (6 Feb 1715-) of
Fredericktown, MD. The fourth ¢hild was Jacob Hite (1719-1778). He was a
rover! He went to Furope for immigrants. He married twice, Catherine O'Bannon
and Mrs. Francis Madison Beale. She and some of his children were killed by
Indians in South Carolina. Lt. Isaac Hite (12 May 1723-28 Sep 1795) was the
next child born in Pennsylvania. He married Helita (Eleanor) Eltinge (29 Apr
1724-10 Nov 1792). She was the daughter of Cornelius and Rebecca van Meter
Eltinge, a sister of John's wife. Also born at Perkiomen was Colonel Abraham
Hite, Sr. (10 May 1729-17 Jan 1770). He married Rebecca van Meter, daughter
of Isaac and Annetje Wyncoop van Meter. (The last sentence could have been
left out of this book, but these great names are fascinating!) The family
continued/to grow. Number six, Joseph Hite, Sr. (1731-1757) had a wife named
Elizabetﬁ} then, Maria Susannah, the last c¢hild married Abraham Weissman. Jost
and Anna Maria had nine children.

During the years in Pennsylvania, Jost must have become a leader among
his fellow .settlers. Wealth and power followed thrift, hard work and
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enterprise. In those days on the frontier, Indian raide were a real threat.
Settlers were murdered and property destroyed. Hite and others sent a petition
to Governor Gordon asking for help, but he ignored their plea. As the
atrocities became worse, Hite organized the settlers and planned to move
south. In 1630, Jost sold his 600 acres and his mill to John Pawling, who,
later sold half interest in the mill and 58 acres of land to Isaac du Bois, a
nephew of Jost Hite's wife. (This may be the source of many errors in books
about the Hite family., They give the name of Jost Hite's wife as Anna Maria
du Bois.) Later, the property was sold to Pater Pennybacker, ancestor of S.W.
Pennybacker, Governor of Pennsylvania. During the American Revolution, George
Washington camped on the old Hite 1land during and after the Battle of
Germantown in October 1777.

, In 1730, John Van Meter went to Williamsburg, Virginia, where Governor
Sir William Gooch granted him 40,000 acres in the Shenandoah Valley. Jost Hite
bought the grant from Van Meter in 1731 and Governor Gooch confirmed the
transfer, The land was called "Hite's Grant".

The edge of civilization in Virginia was at the eastern slope of the Blue
Ridge Mountains. The mountain country was a savage land. The frontiersmen
had crossed it, but settlers had not gone in and established their farms. On
27 Oct 1731, another ancestor of ours, Robert McKay helped Hite get an order
from the Council for an additional 100,000 acres. Jost Hite held grants that
totalled 140,000 acres of land! The grant for the 100,000 acres required that
he settle 100 families on the land. Hite set out with sixteen families - the
same families that had come to America with him in 1710. Historiang give Jost
Hite the credit for being the first settler in the Shenandoah Valley. They
moved across the Cohongoruton (Now the Potomac River) and established a
village called Pack Horse Ford (later, Mecklenburg, then Shepherdstown, W.VA.)

At this point a few remarks may be helpful concerning the purchase of
property in the early seventeen hundreds. Land on the frontier had very
little if any monetary value. Few men were brave enough to go there, much
less try to farm it. Trees and stones had to be removed by hand. Natural
obstacles were compounded by the savage Indians. Most grants were free. The
sale of land, such as the transfer from Van Meter, a family member, to Hite
may have been made for as little as a penny an acre. This was a common value
put on frontier property. Small taxes were placed upon land. In some cases,
so—called "quitrents" were assessed. Based upon the assumption, no doubt, that
huge sums were needed to buy so much land, false family legends, printed in
several books, state that Jost Hite had been a baron in Germany, was wealthy,
and had owned the two ships - the "Swift" and the "Friendship" - which brought
the German families to America. Incredible! How would a German own two
English ships and sail from Strassburg? Palatines were poor. Jost Hite
earned his wealth in America the hard way.

Back to the story, the 16 families moved into the valley west of the
Shenandoah River — a land beyond the most western county line. Hite assigned
the land to families and gave them certificates that the Colonial Council
would ratiﬁy. Some of the families were Hite's grown children. Son John Hite
was given one of the first plantations located on the Obequon Creek. John
built the’ first colonial home in the valley, called "Springdale". The
settlers’helped him build a stone fort. The ruins are on the east side of the
Valley Turnpike. Other sons and sgns-in-law built substantial stone homes
surrounded by the richest lands in the valley.

Ownership of the land was contested by a favorite of the English King
named Lord Fairfax. Hite went to court and the suit, very complicated, lasted
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for 55 years. Fairfax and Hite were dead by the time it was settled. Hite

won. Details of the suit are in several reference books.
By 1737, Hite had 57 families in the valley. He was given an extension of

time to complete the one hundred. Most of these people were real Germans,
writing in script, if they could write. They slept between feather beds, ate
sauerkraut, wore short coats with long waist—-coats above their breeches, and
trimmed their broad hats with silver buckles. They spoke the German language
and followed German customs. In 1987, we hear of marriage contracts as if
they were something that the lost generation of the sixties had invented!
Well, let me tell you that when Jost lost his wife, Anna Maria, in 1736, he
waited a long time before he married again. Five years later, he married
Maria Magdalena Neuschanger. First, she had to sign a marriage contract. Here
it is:

MARRTAGE CONTRACT between JOIST HITE & MARTA MAGDALENA NEUSCHANGER

WHEREAS WE, two persons , I, Just Heite and Maria Magdalena, a Relict and
widow of Christian Nuschanger, according to God's Holy Ordinance with the
Knowledge and Consent of our Friends and Children and Relations are going to
enter into the Holy State of Matrimony. We have made this Nuptial pact one
with the other. First, I promise to the aforesaid Maria Magdalena, all the
Christian Love and faithfulness. Secondly, as neither of us are at the moment
secure from death so I promise her that my House shall be her Home or Widow
Seat so long as she lives and the Heir to whom the said House shall fall shall
provide her necessary Diet and Cloathes, and if that do not please but that
she rather desires to have her commendations in any other place, so shall the
aforesaid Heir to the House yearly pay her Six pounds ready money and that is
my well considered desire.

Jost Hite

And likewise the wife, I, Maria Magdalena, promise the aforesaid Just Hite
First all Love and Obedience. Secondly, I am designed to bring with me to him
some Cattle, money, household stuff, which in other Agreement with Attested
witnesses shall be Described and, should I die before the said Hite so shall
the said Hite have the half thereof and the other half shall be delivered back
again to my heirs and this is my well considered desire. Thirdly and Lastly,
whoever of the aforesaid persons shall die first the half of the portion the
Woman brings with her shall go back again to her heirs.

Her
Maria X Magdalena
Mark
John Hite
Jacob Hite
Isaac Hite
Joseph Hite November 10, 1741
his
Jacob X Nisswanger
mark

Note how careless they were with the spelling - Joist, Just, Jost Hite,
Heite did not seem to worry about how they spelled his name and Maria didn't

even know because she could not write! Some of the variations in spelling
were due to difficulty in reading German script signatures. The document 1is
followed with a 1list of her possessions worth about fifty pounds. The
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agreement was written in German, signed in script, and recorded in Orange
County and in Frederick County.

Before Jost Hite died, he signed a simple will on 25 April 1758 at
Frederick County, Virginia.

In the name of God Amen. I Joost Hite of Frederick County in the Colony
of Virginia being in Good Health of Body and of sound and disposing mind and
memory do make and ordain my last will and Testament in form following, that
is to say

First and Principally I recommend my soul to the Hands of God Almighty and
remit my Body to the Earth assuredly trusting to the mercy of Jesus Christ my
Redeemer for Eternal Salvation, both Body and Soul at the Resurrection of the
Just, and as touching my worldly estate I dispose thereof in the following
manner viz..

My will and desire is that all my debts and funeral charges be first paid
and Satisfied.

ITEM - I give and devise to my sons John, Jacob, Isaac and Abraham and to
the heirs of my son Joseph, deceased, viz... John Hite, William Hite and Ann
Hite, sons and daughter of my deceased son, all my Estate both Real and
Personal, of Whatsoever Nature or Quality and to their Heirs and assigns
forever to be Equally Divided Betwixt them as soon as Conveniently may be
after my decease. But 1if it shall so happen that if any of my said son
Joseph's children shall die before they arrive at age or marriage that the
Survivor or Survivors of them shall be Equally Possessed of the Surety to the
Deceased Part and to their Heirs and assigns forever. My will is that my
Estate above mentioned be Divided into five Equal parts - to my son John Hite
one-fifth part, to my son Jacob one-fifth part, to my son Isaac one-fifth
part, to my son Abraham one-fifth part, and the above mentioned son Joseph
idite, Deceased, one-fifth part of my Estate to be Divided as above directed to
his three children heretofore above named, and

Lastly I appoint and Constitute my sons John, Jacob, Isaac and Abraham my
Executors of this my last Will and Testament ratifying and confirming this and
no other to be my Sole Will and Testament and voiding all other wills by me
heretofore made. In witness whereof I have set my hand and affixed my seal
this 25th day of April in the year of our Lord One thousand seven Hundred and
Fifty-eight (1758).

Joost Hite (Signed in German)
Probated 7 May 1751
Will Book 2, page 487, Frederick County, VA,

The Hite family were famous Virginians and made a major contribution to
the history of the United States. More than a dozen of Jost Hite's sons,
sons—in-law and grandsons 'served in the American Revolutiom. Five of them
were colonels. As stated earlier, a complete book could be written about Jost
ilite. For more details, readers are encouraged to read accounts in Shenandoah
Valley Pidneers, by Cartmell, History of the Shenandoah Valley, by Wayland,
Colonial’/Families of the United States, by McKenzie, and Some Prominent
Virginia Families, by du Bellet.

Elizabeth, daughter of Jost Hite married Captain John Paul Froman, Sr.
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Captain JOHN PAUL FROMAN, SR. married ELIZABETH HITE
(1703709-1783) (& ROV T71T-1783)

John Paul Froman is called Paul Froman in most references. He was born
in New Jersey and became acquainted with the Hite family before they started
their emigration south. He married Elizabeth, the second daughter of Jost
Hite. The old court records in Kingston, New York, show that she was baptized
there on 04 Nov 1711. Elizabeth was the first member of the Hite family to be
born in America. Paul was a member of the Quaker society.

When the family arrived in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, they
settled a large tract of land on the north side of Cedar Creek. The land
included Zane's Forge and Winter Hill, as it was called then. The home was
nearby with springs flowing from the base of the limestone hill. The first
task was to build a fort for protection from the Indians. It was made of logs
and surrounded by two acres surrounded by a picket fence. The Froman,
Colville and Bayliss families built the fort for their safety.

In 1743, a road was built from the fort to the county seat. In 1751, Paul
Froman built a substantial stone home for his family. Jost Hite gave Paul
Froman five hundred acres. Orange County Court records read, "To adjoin on
the side of Froman's survey"

Paul Froman and Elizabeth Hite had five children:

1. Sarah Jane Froman was born 15 Nov 1732 and died in 1750. She was the
first white child born in the Shenandoah Valley.

2. John Paul Froman, Jr. was born 16 Oct 1734.

3. Maria Christina Froman was born Ol Mar 1736. She is our ancestress who
married William Overall as discussed earlier.

4. Elizabeth Froman, born 08 May 1738, married Nathaniel Cartmell and died
at their home, called "Retirement", about four miles west of Winchester.

5. Jaceb Froman went with his father and mother when they moved to
Pittsburg. Jacob bought land there. Later, seeking adventure, he floated
down the Ohio River on a raft and landed in Kentucky where he became
prominent. His brother, John Paul, Jr., followed him. Lastly, to complete
the family, the old father, John Paul, Sr., sold his land in Pennsylvania for
a good price and headed for Kentucky. The family became wealthy and the
Froman name became well known.

John Paul Froman, Sr., called Paul Froman, was a brave man and a patriot.
On the next page is a reduced copy of a payroll that he prepared and certified
on 04 Oct 1775. At that time, he was in the militia. The service involved was
for a campaign called "Dunmore's War". Lord Dunmore, Governor of Virginia,
was determined to solve the Indian problems by military action. Pennsylavania
preferred trade without war. Records for this payroll are found 1in the
Virginia State Library, Pittsburg Payroll, Misc. Reel 78, pp. 29, 29a, Payroll
of Captain Paul Froman's company of militia, paid 4 October 1775. The
National Society Sons of the  American Revolution gives credit for
Revolutionary service for participation from 19 April 1775 to 26 Nov 1783.
Therefore, the document will qualify Paul ¥Froman for SAR c¢redit and for
Colonial War service in various societies. He was a very old man when the
Revolution started, but he did serve. There are manuscripts pertaining to
George Rogers Clark, which are in the Virginia State Library, photostated and
bound, but not indexed, referenced as: T - Serial D, Volume 2, Page 897, and

T - Serial D, Volume 1, Pape 442.
The / Eighth Annual Report of the LIBRARY BOARD of the Virginia State

Library -~ 1910-1911, No. 5826, p. 172, 1lists Paul Froman. The NSDAR Patriot

Index, p.253, gives him credit for military service as a Captain in Virginia.
The Historical Register of Virginians in the Revolution, by Gwathmey, p. 290,
gives him credit for service in 1781.
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Payroll of Captain Paul Froman's company of Militia, paid 4 Oct 1775.
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Pittsburg Payroll, Misc,

Reel 78, pp. 29, 29%a




When the Fromans 1left the Shenandoah Valley and moved to Pennsylvania,
they lived near Fort Pitt, which is now Pittsburg, in Washington County. From
there, they went in flat boats down the Ohio River to Kentucky before 1780.

Paul Froman lead a long and interesting life. He was about 80 years old when
he wrote his will:

WILL OF PAUL FROMAN, SR., LINCOLN COUNTY, VIRGINIA April 28, 1783

The 28th day of April in the year of our Lord God 1783, I, Paul Froman,
Gent. of Lincoln Co., Va. being very sick and weak in body but of perfect mind
and memory, thanks be given to God for it, therefore calling to mind the
mortality of my body and knowing that it 1is appointed for all men to die, do
make and ordain this my last Will and Testament,----

Principally and First of all I give and recommend my soul to the hands of
God who gave it and for my body I recommend it to the earth to be buried in a
Christian like manner at the direction of my executors, not doubting that at
the general resurrection I shall receive the same again by the mighty power of
God. And as touching such worldly estate whereof it hath pleased God to bless
me with in this life I give and devise and dispose of same in following form
and manner -—-—

FIRST ~ I give and bequeath to Elizabeth my beloved wife the third of my
whole estate, together with my household goods — likewise I give to my beloved
son Paul Froman, Jr., forty dollars, and to my daughters twenty dollars, and
each of my daughters that is deceased the same shall be given to their
husbands or children — and the residue after my debts be justly paid I give
and bequeath to my beloved son, Jacob Froman, whom I likewise constitute, make
and ordain my only executor of this my last will and testament, all and
singular of my messuages and tiniments by him to be freely possessed and
enjoyed, and I do disallow, revoke and disavow all other wills and Testaments
made, etc.

PAUL FROMAN (Seal)

The will was witnessed and was probated in court on 20 May 1783. It is
found in Will Book A, page 46, Lincoln County, Kentucky. Remember that
Kentucky was part of Virginia before it became a state. The settlement
inventory is in Will Book A, p. 140 - 27 Mar 1784. It lists nine slaves, four
of them children, and a few household items — value in all, 704 pounds and ten
shillings.

Paul 1lived to see George Washington become President. He died in
Kentucky near Harrodsburg and he is buried there in the 0ld Fort Cemetery or
in a churchyard nearby. He had helped carry civilization to  York,
Pennsylvania and to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Finally, he was one of
the first citizens of Kentucky. Probably, Elizabeth was buried beside her
husband.

This. one generation of Fromans belongs to our family tree. Their
daughter, Maria Christina became an Overall. So we 1leave the great old
soldier and turn to another branch on the chart. Lt. Col. Abraham Overall
married a lady named Hannah Leath. Her ancestors were Leaths, McKays, Chesters
and Cartmells. The Leath branch will be discussed first.
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EPHRAIM LEATH married BARBARA —-
( - 1786) Dec 1750 ( -Before 1786)

Few details are known about Ephraim Leath. His name was spelled many

ways — Leath, Leeth, Leith, but they all sound about the same. Fortunately,
there were so few people in western Virginia in the olden times that we can be
certain that we have the same man regardless of the spelling. He was in

Augusta County, Virginia in 1750, In 1775, he had 12 people in his family.
By 1783, the number was only six. He died in Shenandoah County without a
will. His inventory was made on 27 Jul 1786 by Jeremiah McKay, John Overall,
and Sinnet Young. Wife, Barbara, must have died before Ephraim. Only two of
their children are known. One is James Leath 'the Elder", who 1is our
ancestor. The other child was Ephraim Leath, Jr. He was born about 1755, and
on 3 August 1784, he married a lady named Nancy Jones.

Ephraim Leath, Sr., is given credit for Patriotic Service during the
American Revolution because he furnished beef to the soldiers of the
Continental Line, for which he was paid one pound, seventeen shillings and six
pence. (That's about what a steak costs in 1987!) The document on the next
page is proof. Note that his son, Ephraim, Jr., not our ancestor, had
military service. Also, James McKay, who is our ancestor collected four
shillings and six pence for driving the cows to the soldiers.

JAMES LEATH married. Lydia McKav
(c.1753-1806) 13 Sep 1774 (c.1754-after 1806)

Again, little is known about James, called "the Elder" because he had a
son with the same name. He, along with the McKays, lived in the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia. He and Lydia had four children, named in his will. They
were:

1. George (c.l1775-after 1835) married Susannah McKay on 12 Jun 1807.

2. Polly married Joel Ferrell on 14 Aug 1794.
3. Hannah Leath, our ancestress, (c¢.1780-1837) married Colonel Abraham

Overall on 7 Sep 1799 and moved from the Shenandoah to DeKalb County, TN.
4, Nancy was born about 1792.

The will of James Leath was written in Shenandoah County on 13 Jul 1806.
The entire document is in Wenzola Kiger's book, Overall. James named five
slaves given to various children. One slave, Lucy, went to his wife, then to
daughter Polly until she became 18. On that day, slave Lucy would be free.
Son, George, got the land, except that his mother would use 1/3 during her
life or widowhood. Our Hannah Leath Overall was given her share of the
"moveable property" and money to make up for there being no slave for her.
James refers to his "Mansion house and barn". The will was witnessed by
Jeremiah McKay, William McKay, and Abraham Overall.

The will is recorded in Woodstock, Shenandoah County, Virginia, Will Book
I, page 480, and the settlement is in the same book, page 522, 1807.

James Leath was a good candidate for service in the American Revolution,
about 23 inl'76, but a careful search has failed to turn up a single clue. On
the other hand, these may have been very private people. Note how few details
are known ‘about them. And,- he may have been sick.

Lydia McKay's ancestors will come next!
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ROBERT McKAY, SR. married MARGARET i
(c.1679-19 Kug [752) (c.1683-After 1752)

The story of Jost Hite told about his grant of 100,000 acres of land in
the Shenandoah Valley which had to be settled by 100 families in two years.
Also, there was a brief mention of the law suit involving Lord Fairfax. Hite
won the suit but it took 535 years to settle and all parties im the suit died
before court action had ended. Hite had a partner in the venture. That
partner was this Robert McKay, Sr.

The ancestors of our Louisa Overall were, in several cases, quite
different from other Metts ancestors. Almost all of the Metts emigrants with
many various surnames and national origins landed in the southern colonies and
their descendants moved westward. The McKay, Hite, and Froman families all
came into America way up north. Evidently, they did not enjoy cold weather
any more than the other Metts ancestors, because they all started moving south
before they could be labeled as yankees!

Robert McKay was a Quaker who lived in Freehold, Monmouth County, New
Jersey. He moved from there to Chester County, Pennsylvania; on to Cecil
County, Maryland; and finally, to the lower Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. As
a Quaker, he is recorded at the "Monthly Meetings' at Chester County, PA;
Nottingham, MD; and Hopewell, Virginia. Robert married his first wife, Ann
Brown, in about 1703 and they had one little girl named Mary in about 1705 in
Cecil County, Maryland. Mary married George Robinson, Sr., of New Castle,
Delaware on 14 Feb 1726.

Margaret, last name unknown, is our ancestor that married Robert McKay.
Readers may wonder why so many ladies have no maiden names given. The reason
is that wills usually name the "beloved" wife by her first name and no clue
is given to determine her father's name. Margaret McKay and Robert had eight
children:

1. Robert, Jr., (c.1710- ) married twice. First, was Patience Job, of
Chester County, PA, and next was a widow, Mercy (Borden) Fernley Burke. This
Robert, Jr., is the brother that helped our James '"collecting and driving
Beeves for C.P.L." (see page 104-s). He qualifies for "Patriotic Service" in
the American Revolution.

2. James McKay, Sr., (c.1712-after 1797) is our ancestor. About 1735, he
married Mary Chester (c.1719-after 1797), the daughter of Captain Thomas
Chester and Sarah Cartmell. More about this couple comes later.

3. Margaret (c.1714-before 1799) married at Cecil County, MD, 11 Jan 1730,
Joshua Job, son of Andrew Job and Elizabeth Vernon.

4. Hannah (c.1718-before 1799) married 19 Dec 1734 at Cecil County, MD,
George Hollingsworth, son of Abraham Hollingsworth and Ann Robinson.

5. Elizabeth (c.1720-before 1796) married 8 Jul 1739 Abraham Job, son of
Andrew Job and Elizabeth Vernon.

6. Leah (¢.1722-1797) married three times: William Tyler, Sr.; Jeremiah
Odell; and James Leath. Do not confuse this couple with our Lydia McKay that
married another James Leath.

7. Zachariah (c¢.1724-after 1746) married Lydia ?Whitson? He served in the
Frederick, {ounty, militia during the Revolution. He moved to Tennessee.

8. Mosgé (¢c.1726-before 1796) married c.1742 Mary Job, daughter of Abraham
and Elizabeth. This son served with his brother, Zachariah, in the Frederick
County militia. Robert ,Sr., in his will gave Moses responsibility for taking
care of his mother, Margaret McKay.

Notice that four of these children married members of the Job family.
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The will of Robert McKay, Sr., is very long for two good reasons. He had
nine children, so ITEM by ITEM, he provides for every one of them. Secondly,
he had plenty to give away. Remember that he was a partner of Jost Hite.
After making his peace with God and paying off his debts, he names all his
sons, daughters and sons-in-law. Most of the provisions concerned land.
Robert, Zachariah (called Zachary), and Moses were given 7,000 acres of land
each. Others were given plantations by names, such as: "Joshua Bottom",
"George's Bottom", "Nathaniel Chalheath Bottom" and "Hay Bottom'. The Joshua
and George were first names of the girls that got land. As for the "Bottom",
it must have meant fertile land in the valleys. Our ancestor, James McKay was
mentioned in the seventh ITEM:

"ITEM - I give and bequeath to my son James his Place or Plantation part
of the aforesaid grant being 110 acres or thereabouts called the "0ld Place"
and to the heirs of his Body and in case he dies without Heirs or such heirs
dies without any then I give the same to my said sons equally and their
heirs.” James seems to have inherited less than the other children. He did
get a share of anything left over, which could have been more than his 110
acres.

0ld Robert seems to have been so busy giving te the children that he
forgot to do anything for his wife, Margaret. Maybe she reminded him, because
he added a long codicil to the will to provide for her. Without the legal
phrases, it reads "I give to my son Moses my Plantation I live on commonly
known as 'Hay Bottom'-———my will and desire is that my wife 1live on that
plantation during her natural life and that each of my four sons pay unto my
wife three pounds currency a piece each year for and towards her keeping and
maintenance and that my son Moses find and provide fire wood for her during
her life——-" She may or may not have considered herself to be fortunate!

The will of Robert McKay, Sr., was probated in Augusta County, Virginia,
on 19 August 1753.

JAMES McKAY, SR. married MARY CHESTER
(c.1712-1797) c.1735 {(c.1719-after 1797)

James married Mary Chester in Cecil County, Maryland. She was the
daughter of Captain Thomas Chester and Sarah Cartmell. After the wedding,
they moved to the Shenandoah Valley where all of their children were born. The
two boys and five girls were:

1. James McKay, Jr., (c.1740-1787) married Mary Check (c.1745-1820/30).
After his death, she took her children to Indiana.
2. Susannah (c.1737- ) married John Cock { —¢.1812). (?7?Can this John Cock,
who died in Kentucky be related to our John Cock - page 100 ?7)
3. Hannah (c¢.1744- ) married Isaac McCurty.
4, Mary (c.1750-after 1823) married William Nelson and had 7 or 9 kids.
5. Edith (c.1752- ) married Jonathan McCarty of Indiana - 15 children.
6. Lydia McKay is our ancestress who married James Leath (Page 104-r).
7. Robert McKay II (12 Feb 1760-after 28 Sep 1835) married 9 Jul 1782 Lidia
Leath (c.1763-c.1830). He fought in the Revolution.
Qur James McKay, Sr., qualifies for "Patriotic Service" as defined by the
Sons of the American Revolution. On page 104-s, the document proves that he
and his brother Robert were paid four shillings, six pence for "their services
collecting and driving beeves for C.P.L.™ It means that they rounded up cows
for the soldiers. Another document follows this page. It proves that James
provided a wagon for three davs to the revolutionary soldiers. He was paid
one pound, ten shillings.
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James McKay, Sr., signed and sealed his will on July 18th, 1797. His
document is as long as his father's, but quite different. His father came
close to forgetting about his wife, but not James! The first ITEM set Mary
Chester McKay up for the rest of her life. It reads:

"ITEM - I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Mary that part of my
plantation whereon I now live beginning at the Ilower ford and including the
lower field with half the 1lower meadow and also the pasture adjoining the
lower field along the hillside and timber for the soport of the same and that
part of my dwelling house called 'my room' and also the lower end of the barn
and likewise two beads (beds) two cows and calves two yearling heffers and all
which shall be of her chusing and likewise the Darby mare which after her
decease shall fall to Susannah Cock, wife of John Cock and also what pewter
tea pots or other utensils she may think she stands in need of with as much
poard and grain as shall be necessary for her soport at that present and also
six sheep and one good breeding sow and six others all of her own chusing all
the above moveable to be disposed of at her death as she may think proper and
the land to fall to my son Robert who is to find her a full soply (supply) of
fire wood dure her life."

+ James may not have known much about spelling and the entire ITEM is one
long sentence, but his heart was in the right place! There are eight "ITEMS"
in the will. The one that applies to our Lydia reads:

"ITEM — my further will and desire is that after my decease there should
fall to my wife more 1land than what is here bequeathed her that the same be
equally divided between my daughters, vix..Nancy, Susannah, & Lydia until they
shall have as much land in proportion returning what they have possessed as 1T
have given my son Robert, and if any overplus to be equally divided amongst my
above mentioned children to have a child's part of said overplus they paying
each of above mentioned children purportionable part of the expence of what is
behind what may yet be to come - in respect of the great suite and if it
should not hold out as much as I have bequeathed to my children or my son's
children the possession to pay the afourd cost as purportion to what they
shall hold."

After reading the ITEM several times and shaking the old head vigorously
between each effort, what Lydia was given is still a mystery. The "great
suite" is the legal action whereby Lord Fairfax tried to cancel part of the
grant of 100,000 acres. The will passes out a lot more land than James was
willed by his father. Executors appointed were Robert McKay and John Cock, but
John refused to serve. Maybe he could not understand the will. It is
understandable that the title to all of the land may have been questionable as
long as the courts had not acted.

One statement was clear. It is, "I give and bequeath to my mulatto Sam
his freedom". . No other slaves are mentioned in the will,

The first line of the will identifies James McKay as being of the parish
of Beckfort and county of Shenandoah in the colony of Virginia. The will was
recorded in court on September 12, 1797. This will, the one of Robert McKay
and any other wills in this chapter that are discussed rather than being
copied can be found complete in the book, Overall, by Wenzola Kiger.

This completes the information about the McKays. The reader should
return to the chart on page two. The ancestors of Louisa Overall have been
discussed with the exception of those on the right of the chart with the
surnames Baldridge, Jones, Cartmell and Chester. Most of the information
available about these generations is in wills that are on record and are found
complete in Wenzola Kiger's book. To complete this chapter, each surname will
be discussed with references and a condensed description of each will.
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BALDRIDGE

William Overall, Sr., the first of his surname that we have on record,
married Jane Baldridge about 1680. Jane must have been quite a lady. William
was her fourth husband. However, such a score was not unusual in old
Virginia. As has been written over and over again in this book, life was hard
in the olden times. Disease, wars, Indians, and accidents took many mer and
women at early ages. Women did not inherit much - wills passed the land to
the oldest boy. Widows remarried. Jane was the daughter of James Baldridge
and his wife, Dorothy.

The prominent Baldridge family came from England to Maryland. Brothers
Thomas and James were among the first settlers. Both were members of the
First General Assembly of Maryland which met at St.Mary's on 25 Jan 1637.
James was High Sheriff of St.Mary's in 1637 and Sheriff in 1638. Both
brothers moved to Virginia where Captain Thomas Baldridge patented 840 acres
of land in Northumberland County on 3 April 1655, south of the Potomac and
east of Hallowes Creek. He claimed to have transported 17 people including
James, Thomas, Mary and William Baldridge. Mary was a sister of James and
Thomas, She married William Horton.

James Baldridge is called "The Elder" because his brother, Thomas, had a
son named James. James, the elder, was married to Dorothy ——. James and
Dorothy were the parents of William, and our ancestress, Jane Baldridge.
Jane's husband number one was Captain Alexander Bayanham, "a commissioner of
ye county of Westmoreland”, They had Elizabeth Ann, Mary and Anne. Next,
Jane married Thomas Butler and she gave him a namesake named Thomas. Third
came John Berryman, who died about 1679. Last, but not least, came our
ancestor. Jane married William Overall, Sr., and they had our William
Overall, Jr., about 1682. So, you see, Jane married four times and had only
five children. 2 B

The Daughter of the American Colonists have approved the lineage of James
and Dorothy down through Abraham and Hannah Leath Overall.

James and Dorothy wrote wills that are interesting. James died first in
Westmoreland County in 1658. His will is dated 26 Nov 1650 and it states:

"In the name of God Amen. I, James Baldridge, being very sick and weak of
body but in perfect sence and memory blessed be God, doe make constitute and
ordain this my last Will and Testament.

"IMPRIMIS - I bequeath my soul to God that gave it and my body to the
ground from whence came therein to be interred with solemn and decent burial
in sure and certain hope of Joyfall resurrection both of soul and body
together to Everlasting Glory.

"ITEM - I give Daniel Sisson the first foal of the Gray Mare. I 1leave
mine whole estate chattle, chattels, and moveables and immovables and servants
and Land whatsoever unto my loving wife Dorothy Baldridge to use and dispose
thereof as she shall please and think fit and requisite, ordaining her my full
and whole Executrix of this my last Will and Testament utterly revoking and
renouncing all former wills whatsoever.

"In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 26th of
November 1650.

James Baldridge (SEAL) "

Recorded 10-Jan 1651, Westmoreland Co., VA, Deed & Will Book #1, page 106.

James did not name children. His wife, Dorothy, a typical grandmother,
named her/ grandchildren in her will and gave them various gifts: colts, an old
gun, or tobacco, which was the same as money in old Virginia. One ITEM was
strange, it reads: -
"I give unto John Stands and Stephen each one year of their turn of time which
they were to serve a piece." 77777

Jane, daughter of James and Dorothy had not married William Overall when
the will was written on 2 Nov 1662 in Westmoreland County, where it is found
in Deeds and Will Book #1, page 188, et seq. Jane did not marry William

Overall until after 1779, when husband number three died.
104 - x



Dorothy Baldridge's will has twice the language used by Thomas to insure
her entry into heaven. Not certain that she had succeeded, she added this :

"ITEM - it is my will and mind that the Bowle and Challice be sent out of
England this shipping and that my Executor hereafter named shall pay 2,000 1lbs
of Tobacco in cash for them. And I give said Cup or Bowle and Challice to the
parish Church of Appomattox to celebrate the Communion forever. And it is my
will that my name be engravin in the said Bowle and Challice."

This church was c¢alled, later, Pope's Creek Church. It is not known
whether they ever got the Bowl and Challice.

JONES

John Jones and his wife, Anne, were the parents of Mary Jones, who
married William Overall, Jr., about 1700.

The father of the above John Jones must have been another John Jones who
made his will in Washington Parish of Westmoreland County, Virginia, on 4 Jan
1695. That will is in Deed and Will Book #2, page 60. In the will, he gives
his son, Ashton Jones a child's part of the plantation, the home place, when
he is eighteen, and charges him with the responsibility of care of his mother.
John names a daughter, Elizabeth. The will goes on to name two more minor
sons, Mainwaring Jones and John Jones, telling them to live with their "mother
in Law", his wife, Mary. What John meant was "real mother by law'. John
gave his wife, Mary, "all my passanall (persomal) Estate" including "all the
plate'. The will was proved in court on 25 March 1695.

The next will is that of son, John Jones who married Anne. This will was
signed and sealed on 10 Jan 1707 in Westmoreland County. It was not probated
until 5 Jun 1713 and is - found in Will Book 5, pages 155-6. The will has
twelve lines of religious instruction and then gets to the interesting items
that name his children:

ITEM - T give and bequeath unto my son Nathaniel Jones one black mare
branded H one cow and calf and a gun two pewter dishes one sow with pigg one
bason three plates one pott to be delivered at age.

ITEM - I give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth Jones a feather bed
one iron pott one cow and calfe a Dutch chest and the first mare ceolt that
Nathaniel Jones his mare brings.

ITEM - I give and bequeath unto my son Charles Jones a cow and calfe and
the first mare colt my mare Bony bringeth; one sow with pigg one gun one large
pewter bason one brass skillet.

ITEM - I give and bequeath unto John Overall, son of William Overall, and
to William Overall, Jr. each of them a young heifer. ) o ”

ITEM - I give and begqueath unto Mary Overall one young mare.

ITEM - I give and bequeath unto my wife one feather bed and furniture one
horse a side saddle one warming pan a brass kettle.

ITEM,~ I give one crown to my daughter Anmne Jones.

I do congtitute and appoint William Overall to be my executor of this my last
Will and Testament.

All the rest of my estate to be equally divided between my wife and
children and my land I give to be equally divided in quantity - that is to
Nathaniel Jones and Charles Jones to them and their heirs successively forever
and no other. Witness my hand and seale this 10th day of January Anno Qt.
Dom: 1707.

JOHN JONES  (SEAL)
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CARTMELL

Nathaniel Cartmell and his wife, Dorothy, were the parents of Sarah
Cartmell, who married Captain Thomas Chester of Frederick County, Virginia.
We have the last Will and Testament of Dorothy, which was made in Frederick
County, Virginia on 20 April 1749. Obviously, she outlived her husband and
may have lived a long life. HBer will has thirteen items, whereby, she gives
money or various objects to her children and grandchildren who are named. The
item that applies to our ancestors is number two:

ITEM - I give and bequeath to my son-in-law Thomas Chester a Bond which I
have against him therefore my will and mind is that my Executor deliver to him

the Bond. Also
I give and bequeath to my Daughter Sarah Chester the sum of Five Pounds

Pennsylvania money to be paid within Twelve months after my Decease.

The children named are: Thomas; our Sarah, and a daughter who married a
Smith. The Grandchildren were: Nathaniel Cartmell, Nathan Cartmell, Thomas
Smith, Lydia Smith, Mary Smith, Sarah Smith, Mary Chester, Susannah Chester,
Elizabeth Smith, Thomas Chester, David Chester, Joseph Cartmell, Thomas
Cartmell, William Cartmell, Sarah Cartmell, Hannah Cartmell, and Edward
Cartmell. There were seventeen grandchildren.

The last named, Edward, was given two slaves, one being a woman who would
be free in five years.

Qur Sarah Cartmell married Captain Thomas Chester.

CHESTER

Captain Thomas Chester and Sarah Cartmell were the parents of our Mary
Chester who married James McKay, Sr. Thomas and Sarah had five children: our
Mary, Susanna Chester Harrold, Thomas, David, and Elizabeth Chester Smith.

Thomas Chester wrote his will in Frederick County, Virginia, before 1759.
It was probated on 2 Oct 1759, presented in court by James McKay. Sarah
Cartmell Chester appeared in court, so she outlived Thomas.

The will gave the land to the two boys with the provision "that it be
divided at the Discression of Charles Buck and James McKay having a more
particular regard to the Equality in the Goodness than the Equality of
Quantity and that the upper orchard be 1laid off the upper part and the Ilower
orchard to the lower part and that they go half shares at both Nurserys.”

He provided for his wife, Sarah, by allocating 100 acres from which she
would get the profit for the rest of her 1life. He Ileft mothing to his
daughters other than the provision that, if both sons died without heirs, the
male heir of our Mary McKay would get the land. Then, Elizabeth and Susanna
would get a chance.

THIS COMPLETES THIS 1987 CHAPTER ABQUT THE OVERALLS. A FINAL STATEMENT IS

APPROPRTATE. THIS STORY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN INCLUDED EXCEPT FOR THE GREAT

WORK OF WENZOLA R. KIGER AND HER EXCELLENT BOOK, "OVERALL". THE METTS FAMILY

OWES HER A DEBT OF GRATITUDE. THANK YOU, WENZOLA!
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Some books give the origin of the Oliver name as "one who carries the
olive branch”. The clive branch is defined as "la: a branch of the olive tree
esp. when used as an emblem of peace——-b: an offer or gesture of conciliation
or good will-——". It seems to be appropriate.

For eighty years there had been no communication between the Qlivers and
our Pillow branch of the family. When John Madison Oliver and Elizabeth Porter
Pillow Oliver were separated, Bessie took the children, Gladys and William,
and the long silence began. In 1981, I "“carried the olive branch” to the
litctle town of Wesson, Mississippi, the old home of the Olivers. My wife,
Betty, and I went to the cemetery, where we found the Olivers buried. Jchn
Madison Oliver lies at the feet of his parents. A considerate local citizen
gave me the address of Miss Ella Rea and her cousin Decima. I wrote a letter
to these gentle elderly ladies. In response, they wrote that our cousin, Mrs.
C.C.Smith, Rilla, of Brockhaven, Mississippi, would write to me.

Rilla and I have become close friends as we developed the Oliver family
history. My wife, Betty, and I have visited in her lovely country home when we
have been 1in Mississippi. She has been interested in and has actively
researched the family for years. Her generousity has made this part of the
book possible. This kind and intelligent lady has responded to the 'olive
branch” with friendship and total cooperation. The long void has been our
loss. These cousins should have been close kin throughout the years.

This part of the book could be expanded, easily, to become a separate
book, or several books. As we present the direct lineage back through the
years, it 1s proper that the Oliver surname be covered first. Then, as the
distaff names become evident, the Callaways, Shivers, Hendersons, Godwins,
Pitts, Bridgers, Madisons, and many more will enter the story.

Although the ancestors are shown as those of John Madison Oliver, they
are equally related to his brothers and sisters, of course. With slight
adaptation, this family history can become useful to all the descendants of
William Oliver. Generally, we find a very aristocratic background. Many of the
ancestors were famous, well documented in the history of their times. Direct
quotes or copies from the printed descriptions will be used to allow variety
in the style of writing and to show the greatness of the writers of a century
past. Some documents are included. Many are not copied, but are available. Too
much reference can kill interest in the text. Where proof is less than
complete, there will be discussion.

Some of the individuals have been documented with the so called
"patriotic societies”. John Oliver and Captain George Cowan have been
certified by the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. Lt.
Col. Robert Pitt, Colonel Joseph Bridger, and Colonel Thomas Godwin were
certified 'by the General Society of Colonial Wars. The lineage through
Isabella Graves Henderson, wife of Joshua Callaway, Sr., to thirteen of the
Barons who were Sureties to enforce the Magna Charta has been approved by the
Somerset Chapter, Magna Charta Barons.

Oliver, Part II will begin with the background of the surname.
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Oliver

The Oliver name was well known throughout the British Isles. Some by that

name lived in Kent, Lincolnshire, and Devonshire. Others lived in County
Limerick, Ireland, where the family owned twenty-four town lands during the
reign of Queen Elizabeth. These Olivers may account for the "olive branch”
theory of name origin. Coming from France with the Normans, Olivier became
Oliver. On the other hand, in lower Scotland, Olivers lived and claimed
Scandanavian origin. They claim that Oliver came from Olaf or Olafr, an old
Norse word meaning "left by his ancestors". Others give the German word Alfihr
meaning "elf-host".
_ The French epic poem, "Song of Roland", tells about heroic knights of
Charlemagne and the duel between Roland and Oliver. The eldest version of the
poem was Teutonic with probable Norse background. Olivers by various spellings
are found throughout old British history. In Scotland, Olivers were members of
the Clan Fraser. Walter Olifer witnessed a gift by King William the Lion in
1180. John Oliver was Mayor of Berwick about 1250. Over the years, we find
Olivers named John, Thomas, Robert, and William.

It comes as no surprise that in the early 1600's many Olivers came to
America. In Virginia, some emigrants were Francis (1620), Edward (1623), John
(1647), William (1687), Thomas (1708), and many more. They were alike in one
way. They gave their sons plain usual English names. This leads to the problem
in tracking ancestors. The first of our Olivers that can be identified and
proved is John Oliver, of Jones County, North Carolina. lle died in 1787. A
long list of capable genealogists have been searching for years to identify
John's parents to no avail. There were at least a dozen John Olivers in North
Carolina during the American Revolution..

JOHN MADISON OLIVER married FLIZABETH PORTER PILIOW
4 Apr 1867-24 Feb 1934 24 May 1892 9 May 1870-17 Aug 1953
N B : 4 5 . R M \

ENAMEL FINISH - A_*‘T

IIl‘hetaelalve Uilieahhﬁ‘d & (e, _- o canmines BASE . ol s
. e e ST o i 4 107 |
LS TEY SO e S SR P [oole Al €.

MpAMILE, TEww.




This part of the family history tells of the ancestors of John Madison
Oliver. He was born in New Orleans the year after his father moved there from
Trenton, Louisiana. llis father had completed his service as a Captain in the
Confederate Army as the War Between the States came to a close. When John was
three years old, the family moved to the small town of Wesson, MS, where his
father became manager and co-owner of the cotton and woolen mills. The family
members were very religious Presbyterians. His father became a powerful and
very wealthy man.

The family home was a large mansion and it still stands today. The mills
employed 2000 people. During John Oliver's early years, the town prospered and
the Oliver family were the leading citizens. Naturally, John had every
advantage. te must have been exceptionally intelligent. Family stories tell of
his ability to add columns of three digit numbers from memory. lle was sent to
the University of Mississippi at a young age. While there, he excelled in his
studies. On one occasion, the Hazelhurst, MS, newspaper, the Sipnal Copiahan,
June 2, 1887, printed an item which stated: "The Champion Debater. On May
29th, the llerman Literary Society of the Oxford University had a competitive
debate, which was participated in by five young men. Each sustained his part
ably, the successful one being Jno. M. Oliver, of Wesson, which decision of
the judges gave satisfaction, as it was a just reward. We are pleased to note
the success of our Copiah boys." Copiah was the name of the county.

At the university, John was a member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity.
His graduation diploma is framed and hangs in the library at the University of
Mississippi (0le Miss). It states that he "is hereby declared PROFICIENT in
the School of Elocution of the University, Oxford, Mississippi, June 24,
1886." John was nineteen years old. The diploma was presented to the
university hy Albert Caswell Metts, III and Martha Gee Metts Graber, both
praduates of the university and great grandchildren of John Madison Oliver.

lie must have inherited his father's ambition. Looking to the future, he
went to Gainesville, Georgia, and built the first telephone company in
Georgia. It extended 1lines over part of north Georgia. Success and wealth
followed. Six years after graduation, he married Bessie Pillow, a daughter of
another wealthy Mississippi family of Greenwood. Her early life had been
similar to his. Her family traveled often, taking personal servants for each
of the children. Wagon loads of trunks would meet the train. The children were
educated by tutors or private schools.

John and Bessie lived the good life for the early years of their
marriage. Their home in Gainesville was large and comfortable. They owned the
first porcelain indcor bathtub in the town. Also, they owned a home in Florida
with citrus orchards. The family lived in Florida in the winter and
Gainesville in the summer. Gladys was born June 22, 1893 and William on May
23, 1897. CGladys was educated at Agnes Scott and Brenau. William went to
Riverside Military Academy.

The good times ended abruptly and John was given one blow after another
which would defeat the spirit of any man. First, the Bell Telephone Company
was becoming a national institution. It came to Georgia. Ma Bell offered John
Oliver one million dollars for his company. At the turn of the century, there
were few millionaires in America. The stamp on a letter was two cents, SO
dollars were valuable. John had the opportunity, but he chose to fight and he
lost. Bell put in free telephones until the private company failed.

Nex:: Bessie left and went bhack to her family in Greenwood, MS. She said
that they were divorced, but neither of them ever remarried. Both lead long
and lonely lives. There is a moral here——somewvherel

John went back to Wesson. lle became a merchant in the town that was
virtually owned by his family. The town depended upon the mills. When World
War I ended, there was labor unrest all over the country. John's father, the
great leader was long dead. The employees at the mills called a strike. Their
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demands were refused. The mill was torn apart, brick by brick. The machinery
was shipped north. Worker's homes, owned by the mills, were sold for pennies
on the dollar and moved away. The town died. John Oliver's health failed and
he moved to Berkeley Springs, West Virginia. The great depression may have
dealt him the final blow, because he died in 1934. His body was returned to
Wesson. DBessie lies in the Pillow cemetery, near Greenwood, almost exactly
where she was born.

Today, most of the citizens of Wesson are in the well kept Wesson
Cemetery. The Oliver lot is in the center and is prominent. A heavy iron fence
surrounds the graves, The large monument is that of William, John's famous
father. The other large one, next to William, is Mary's. She was William's
first wife. John lies at his feet.

WESSON CEMETERY

William Oliver Rea 1875-1955
John Wimberly Rea 1879-1942
John Madison Oliver 1867-1934
Rilla Oliver Rea 1852-1938 _
Robert Wiley Rea M.D. 306 Miss. Inf., CSA 1844-1923
Robert Wiley Rea 1885-1885

James Madison Rea 1880-1881

Georpge Robert Rea 1877-1878

Lula Miver 1863-1882

Mary Milner Callaway 1828-1883
William Oliver 1829-1891

Charles Warsham Phillips 1883-1915

The parents of John Madison Oliver were William Oliver and his wife, Mary
Milner Caltaway. The next section tells of their life.
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WILLIAM OLIVER married MARY MILNER CALLAWAY
24 Feb 1829-3July 1891 12 Oct 1847 1 Sep 1828-10 Jan 1883

The life story of William Oliver was published in 1891 by the Goeodspeed
Publishing Co. The books are in the public domain, but the Reprint Company, of
Spartanburg, SC, performed a great service to genealogists by reprinting the
two volumes in 1978. The eloquent prose, written in the style of the 1890's,
exceeds the ability of this writer, so pp. 532-534, Vol. II, follows:
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Capt. William Oliver, Wesson, Misa. The Sonth contaius no treasure so rich as the
fair fame of its cbildren. Time evolves wondrons changes. *“Empires crumble and fade
awy, governments perisk and men decay.’’ but the glory of our national existence mnsh atill
1emain so long an the names of those who sided in enlarging the boundaries of knowledge, i
who gave tone and high impress to its morals, who couserved its laws, or fought its battles, z
are remembered with gratitude. The men who stamp the impressions of their genius or their
virtues on their own times, influence aiso the lives of those who follow, and they become the
benefactors of after ages and of remote nations. Of such men the record should be care. -
fully compiled, printed and preserved; and the South, above all other sec_l.ions, owes it o
its country and to the world to perpstuste snch records, while it is yet possible to separats
trutb from fiction. in all that which pertains to the trne character or relates to those whe
inid the foundation for a pew and higher life—who huve sustained it by their wislom or
adorned it by their talents. It should be constantly borme in mind that the South to day
atands conspicuous among the countries of the world as & vounger son grown to full and
berutiful manbood from the ruins of a former bright and prosperous family; that it bas
passed suceessfnlly throngh an ers of deep obscurity and wasted years of feeble infancy, and
that it has stepped forth at maturity from the panoply of war like Minerva from the brain of
Jove. Bucl is the character of the intrepid man whose memoir inspires these words.

Captain Oliver was endowed by nature with 8 powerfu! frame and vigorous intellect,
undaunted courage, and & spirit of enterprise that pecnliarly fitted him fo enconnter the
perile and bardships of the time that tried men's souls. In a letter from Wesson to the
Southarestern Presbyterian st the time of Captain Oliver's death, the Rev. T. 5. West says:
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MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPL: 638

“Some years ago I wius on u rostrum befure a large andience, wilnessing some exercises of
nore or leas interest.  Turning my bead & little to the right I noticed u man of singularly
atriking appearunce, sitling near the platform; he waa very bandeome. bad an open counte-
urnee with very forcilble expression. I thought him one of the st imposing looking per-
sonnges T had ever seen. He was about the age that men are the lest looking, say fifty; his
dark beurd beginning to e threanded with gray. I said, mentally, 'I don’t know who yon
are. nor what you are: hut you stand above your fellows in whatever coinmunity you dwell,
and you are a leader in vour calling, whatever it may he.” He engaged my nttenlion for
sowe time: I tnrned and whispered to some one, * Who is that? ‘The answer was, ‘ Captain
Oliver. of Wesson." 1 did not meet him again, unti] eighteen montls ego, wlen I was
approinted pastor in eharga of the Metliodist church of this place. Wa gradually grew inti-
mate, aod in his death I feel that I bave lost a friend.”” William Oliver was born in Twigge
county. Ga., Febranry 24, 1820, His father, Wiley Oliver, moved to Barbour county, Als.,
in 1843 At the enrly nge of eighteen we find William already ccenpying a position of trust,
cvmmanding the highest salary commanded in that day. On the 12th of Cctober, 1847, he
was married to Mary Milner Callaway, heing at that time just eighteen years and eight
monihs old; although so young. be nade an admirable choice. When a little more than
nineteen he hegan Lnsiness for himself, in Eufaula, Ala. In 1853 he moved 1o Minden, La.,
and openad 8 husinoss there with Mr. Drake. In 1855 the firm established a joint house in
Trentun. Tia.  Here e remained until the dark din of war rolled over our Sonthland. He
hiad marked success in Lis ten or twelve years of mercantile life. He entered the Contederate
service in the Thirty-first Lonisiana regiment, with the rank of captain, and was assigned to
ity in the yuartermaster Jdepsrtment. In 1806 he went to New Orleans, engaged in the
votton bnsinesa with Johno T. Hardie, und was again successful. In 1870 tHe Mlississippi
Menufacturing company, at Wesson, Miss., passed into the bands of Jobn T. Hardie and
William Oliver. Captain Oliver, of the firm, came to Wesson and took charge of the
mifls, without any knowledge whatever of the mannfscturing buosiness. In the reorganiza-
tion the unme was changed to Miseissippi Mills, with John T. Hardie, president, and William
Oliver. secretary and treasurer. The plant- al this time was worth abont $100,000; after
three years of succeasfnl management the mills were consumed by fire. This misfortune dis-
conraged most of the stockholders: but Captain Oliver's three years’ experience led bim to
helieve that the thing could be made a grand success under proper management. About
this time John T. Herdie, the leading stockholder, proposed to buy or sell.  Captain Oliver
suw his opportunity. and bad the adroitness to iuterest in this enterprise Col. Ed. Richard-
sott, the commercial king of Mississippi. So John T. Hardie and others were bought out;
the company newly vrganized, the atock increased to $340,000, with Col. Ed. Richardson
president. and Cuptain Oliver. the general manager, in the office of secretary and treasurer.
Iy eighiecy vears. from 1873 101841, without any additional capital except profits reinvested,
the factory grew tn that magnificent plant at Weason to-day, with $2,000,000, dirpensing
its blessings to thousands of the pour, and with comfortably increasing dividends to the
stockholders, who are confined almost wholly to the Richardson and Oliver families. Since
the death of Cul. Ed. Richardson. his son, Jobn ¥., haa beeu president of the company; he
married Mary Ella. second danghter of Captain Oliver. Rilla E., the eldest danghter, mar-
ried Dr. R. W. Rea. His only son, John M. Oliver, is a successful young merchant st
Weaasdn.

Colonel Richardson was asked one day why he did nol put more monaey in factories, as
Lis Wesson interests bad proven so protitable. He said: “I would be glad to dosoif I
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could get more Willism Olivers to manage them.’’ Capt. Willinm Oliver's wife, 5[“,
Milpar Callaway, died Janunary 10, 1883: she that had been the comfort and joy of his
young life, that bad ineressed the strength of his matnre meanhood, proven herself to ba
the fitling companion of such 8 man, passed away, with the praiee and blessing of all whe
knew and loved her. Afier m euitable eeason in eilence and ead eolitnde, recognizing the
truth of God’e word that it is not good that man should be slone, he married aguin;
this time, a niece of his first wile, Melisse D. Callaway. Thie also proved a wige choice,
for shie was a stay to him in trials, and a comfort to the last hour of his life; he said that
parting from her and hie children wae the saddest thing connected with paesing away from
this life. The sting of death, itself, he did not fear. He eaid & short time befora he died:
*“ While I have been rerdy to defend what I regarded ae wy rights, I have acted with & good
conscience toward my fellow-men, and I go ount into eternity trusting ouly in my Lord.”
Men who had business deslings with him pronounced him honest and fsir. The world cailed
hiw charitable; he eymputhized with the suffering, and his hacd was open to the wants of
the needy. During his residence in New Orleans he became the warm friend and admirer
of Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer, and united with bis church in 1867. For a period of eighieen
years lie held the office of elder in the Preabyterian church at Wesson. One who knew bim
well amid: “ The Captrin differs from most men: as he grows richer he grows better.” 1t
js exceedingly commou for men to grow in wotldliness as they grow jn worldly goods, bot
it was nut the case with the subjeet of lhis skelch. Some men sre too busy to worship God;
this man, althongh very busy, sttended clnreh regularly; if his own pastor was awaybe -
went to some other church to worship; he luught 8 class in Szbbath-school. was equally at
hame in managing a factory or condneting 8 prayer-meeting. He took interest jn the affairs
of the comuwunity, the public school, the muuicipal government, or whatever was of interest
to the people. He was specially interested in the welfare of the operatives in the mill; be
ealled them his people. The old women were heard often Lo say: * The Captsin has been
mighty good to us; when we came bere and Lad nothing the children soon got work in the
i, and we got credit at the store antil we could pay up.’”” The Captain had an eys lo the
wornts of his people, aud refueed to employ any disreputable person. His devotion to bie
homae was very hesutiful; its lovely surroundings aitest to his exquisite taste and love for
flowers. A profusion of greenhouse plants and rare flowers grace hig extensive lawn, 1d
gladden the eyes of all; it was his delight and recrestion to wander among them, sadif
their beauty eeek oblivion from the sordid cares of business. Ae 4 homemalker, one sess the
loveliest. traits of his character bronght to light; his home was first with him always, nothing
bad precedence Dbefore it. It was his delight to make those about him, yonng and old,
‘happy, and be was ever thinking of the wants and pleasures of others.

Never was more solicitede expreseed in & community for a sick man than wase expressad
duriog bia lest illness. Never waa there such a crowd at a funeral; the church was plehd-
all the stauding room in the aisles was occupied, the yard was filled, the masses about the win-
dows, with stretched nmbrellas in the drizzling rain. Some one remarked thet during 8 parl
of the funeral service there was scarcely 8 dry eye in the house. This remarkable man R
to bie family uot only nearly $400,000, which he hed nccumulated, but also the rich heriteg? |
of a good neme, an unsnllied reputation. A men of wonderful magnetism, he drew aboot
him a Lost of friends, who deeply mourn his lose. He weet down to the grave wmuch Joved
and greatly honored. The glorious Fonrth of July, 8s we term it, wasa sad day for Wess00 -
when Captnin Obiver lay in state. He died on the 3d of July, 1891, at ¥ o'clock ». . 9“
the 3d of July, 1890, the people of the milla presented him with a gold-leaded cane I
token of their devotion, He died upon the anniversary of thia expression uf their love.
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The War Between the States was a trying
experience for all of the people of the
Confederacy. At the very beginning, the educated
and intelligent must have known that they had a
Lost Cause. When patriotism and courage become
the subjects in the study of American History,
the role of the southern leaders must stand out
as heroic. They gave all they had in allegiance,
possessions, perseverance, and endeavor. As the
days passed, the end became inevitable.

William Oliver's army financial return,
below, was rendered three days before the fall ¥
of Vicksburg and two days before the defeat at ;;
Gettysburg. b P

Going back in time, the Olivers had left [ufala, Alahama, followlng the
route that settlers used as they moved westward. Long before the war, they had
GTT (Gone to Texas). In east Texas, near Henderson, the Olivers found good
farming land where cotton was grown. DBut William was well educated and
ambitious, so he farmed and also began to bhuy and sell cotton., He had to learn
about cotton fiber and the way that mills went about buying cotton.

Then, the war came and learned men were necded for administration. le
bought supplies and accounted for the funds. The document, here, has his
signature. A year earlier, Mary had written a letter to William from Texas.
Dim and faded, the letter on the following pages can still be read with the
exception of a few words. Along with a translation, part of the letter is
reproduced to show her handwriting and signature. Her prpblems are evident.
She tells of her plans to leave Texas and go east to Louidana near Shreveport.

Most people in the South were defeated entirely by the war. Strong
character was needed to come back and achieve. William used his experience to
advantage and moved ahead. Leaving the farm, he moved into the cotton
business, then to the mllls. His record stands to show his 1ndom1tab1e will.
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Longville?
’ Sunday evening

My dear Husband

oy I heve the plessure this evening of achnowledging the
+: receipt of your kind favor of the 18th, which had been written 10 days

vith him , though he had to go to Shreveport and get an order from the
chief adjutent genersl before getting thewm. Birge was on the eve of

§ 4 sending thea to Samsta (7). 1If he had been one week later, they would
1 f-3y3 have been gone. Bro. Hc has money which he saye he wishes you to have,
2ELE that he collected in the old issue. He says i{f 1 don*t leave scon encugh
'g"”- " S to tahe 1t, he will send it some other way. I will try to leave in time
/,\"' to get to Homer by the 25th, 1f that will be in tiwe for you' to-dispose
g of 1t. 1 can bring it with me. 1 will write you definitely as to when

;i "": I will leave so that you can meet me in Shrevepore,

7

The mulea are looking tolersbly well except Rock. He was

lk‘ i servi'ce. Your mules that were here are very poor. Beck has been very

Y

o = ot PR IR for seversl weeks — cannot travel unless ———=——c—o—n .
o {l Aol fé‘ﬁ Randle and Jeff only have 4 mule temma that they brought from Jefferson
3

B b
LE RNy ey % except Rock, which 1a only a frame of bones, barely surviving. 1If ve
g‘!.i" \‘L: take our best mules for tI,\e wagone snd one for the buggy, I don’'t think
P M. g,: there vill be 4§ lefr, though I haven't asked Bro. Hc and the boys are not
{% here or I would inquire. I think 1 had better lesave the pooreat mules
- a8 the crop will aoon be laid by and wheat will be- giving them the benefit

: ‘3 of 8 pastutre as they sre too poor, 2 or 3 of them, to travel. The others
look very well.

1 have occupled a portion of today in reading the Yankee paper
you sent me, and 1 grestly fear ocur defest since reading it, should they
raise those 100 days men, which undoubredly they will, and they will have
overvhelming numbers against us, which is useless for us to deny. And they
7] are told that i{f they will push forward that they will soon conquer us,
¢ and what {s to be dresded mostly, those men sre goming on in time to destroy
our crops, overrun our country, &#nd in &1l prqgbabiliry leave us or those of
us vho may live through it in a etarving condition. It {s useless to say
the North can't rs{se an army. Lincoln hsa the asme power that President
Davis hap and can enforce {t. 1 am sure T would like to think differently,
although we must take s common sense view of the case. They have the power
5 and it {8 with the people as to whether {t is enforced or not. 1 greatly fear, 1
ik the result of the next & monthe. Nothing, save the hand of Providence, can %
E: R screen us from the foe. Oh, that the good Lord would be pleased to smile upon ’.1' X
-,, us and vould save ua from the hand of the enemy. I am very anxious to get
ﬁ gif through and be able to leave for La. Since hearing of the enemies reinforcing
kA0S wo largely, 1 am afrsid to bring wmany of my things. I will pack them so that
I could send for them provided 1 atay long enpugh to need them. Tuesday
toJH Bro. Mec will send this with his letter to Henderson to be sment by the courfer
and as Wiley is walting on me, 1 shall have to bring my letter

I vas quite aick night before last, though all right again.

: ! All well. The children are wore mnxigus to leave than they ever were to

*"-". come to Texas. They join we in sending love tu you. It is useless for

. %o i ®e to write you about the fine prospecta for a crop as Bro. Hc has written.
LT 3 ‘-_ Say to Hrs. Beanett, Bro, Mc was in Aenderscn yesterday, there wvas not 8

; yard of dress goods in Henderson, it being sent from Shreveport when the

l. ',;"....: - & _ > 2 = ‘a- - '1: ’r..i& Yanks were coming up the river, Has since been taken back, selling their
L CSis _'_.7-—* 3 Yt 4 #3\ hen Bro. Yc was there imst week st $45 per year calico. 1 regret not
. Pk e T &4 " "T3 being able to make the purchame for her. .
é _(ZLW—%&W—% B P . ,
R / g A ¢ -;‘- "'-'-!’ Your affectionate wife,
o & ;__.'- Xl 4 .-, G

Mary Oliver
u 243 “Er
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William Oliver was very active in the Presbyterian Church, His interest
in relipion may have been encouraged by his wife, Mary. She was a daughter of
the great preacher, Joshua Sanford Callaway, The note, below, was found in
William Oliver's papers. It seems to be in his handwritinp.
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The children of William Oliver and Mary Milner Callaway were:
1. Joshua Wiley 1 Oct 1848-4 Dec 1849

2. Rilla Elizabeth 18 Dec 1851-16 Feb 1938
3. William Henry 12 Jun 1855-3 Jul 1856

4. Mary Ella 10 May 1857-

5. William Pitt 3 Jul 1860-17 Mar 1863

6. Browder 6 Aug 1862-17 Oct 1863

7. Lula 25 Dec 1863-20 Jul 1882

8. John Madison 4 Apr 1863-1 Mar 1934

This information is from the Oliver
family Bible owned by Nona Oliver, wife of
William P. Oliver, son of John Madison
Oliver.

At the beginning of Part II, Oliver,
credit was given to Rilla Anderson Smith
for her help 1in the development of this
history. Without her help, it would not
have been started. She has provided this
listing of the descendants of William and
Mary Oliver in the Rea branch of the
family. It is included here as a token of
appreciation and to let her children and
grandchildren use.their family history.

Rilla Elizabeth Qliver, 18 Dec 1851-16 Feb 1938 and Robert Wiley Rea, 4 Feb
1844-13 Dec 1923 were married on 31 Dec 1874.
Their Children:
I. William Oliver Rea, 21 Dec 1875-1 Nov 1955 m.(1) Beulah Allen, (2) Annie
Hederman.
IT. George Robert Rea, 28 Jul 1877-1 Sep 1878.
III. John Wimberly Rea, 9 Apr 1879-20 Feb 1942 m.(1l) Nannie Fairly, (2)—
Children:
A. Doris Oliver Rea, 15 Aug 1904.
B, John Fairly Rea, 16 Jan 1908, m. Iola Mary Hicks, 12 Oct 1913-14 Feb

1977.
C. Robert William Rea, 12 Jan 1910-28 Jun 1971, m. 1934 Ruth Taylor,
Children:
1. Nancy Rea, 9 Dec 1936~ m. Bruce Leroy Nelson:
Children:

Eric Leroy Nelson, 23 Sep 1961-
Brian Arnold Nelson, 1965-
- Lucinda Nelson, Sep 1968~
2. Robert William Rea, Jr., 2 May 1941-m.1961 Vevie Lynne Weir,1944
Children:
Connie Lynne Rea, 10 Jun 1962- m. Randy Eastep, divorced 1983.
Karen Louise Rea, Sep 1965-
3. John Russell Rea, 7 Apr m. Mrs. Selene Putnam, 15 Nov 1949,
m. 20 Apr 1973,
Children:
Robert Wesley Rea, 15 Jul 1978-
Mary Taylor Rea, 28 Oct 1983-
4. Carolyn Rea, 18 Feb 1946- m. Aug 1968 Ron Gaetano,
Children:
Patricia Ann Gaetano, 24 Dec 1969-
Christina Gaetano, 18 Feb 1973 117



5. Margaret Rea, 7 Sep 1947- m. Apr 1965 Glen Perkins.
Children:
Rebecca Perkins, 12 Jun 1970~
Stephen Perkins, 2 Mar 1978-
Michael Glen Perkins, 31 Aug 1979-
Jason Perkins, 28 Jul 1982-
Jesse Marie Perkins, 4 Apr 1984-
6. Barbara Rea, 25 Dec 1949- m. James Thomas.
Children:
Tonja Thomas, 16 Aug 1973-
James Edgar Thomas, 27 Dec 1974-
7. Mary Rea, 7 Sep 1952~ m.(1) William Cooke, (2) Jack M. Schuler
on 21 Jun 1980,
Children:
Mary Ruth Schuler, 3 Jun 1984-
8. Lucinda Rea (Cindy), 13 Nov 1955~ m. 17 Jul 1976 Roy Dennis
Robertson,
Children:
Elizabeth Robertson, 24 Dec 1981-
Kate Robertson, 2 Aug 1983-
IV. James Madison Rea, 10 Sep 1880-13 Dec 188l1.
V. Mary Lula Rea, 28 Jan 1883-30 Mar 1970, m. Charles W. Phillips, 17 Nov
1883- 13 Oct 1915, m.1909,
Children:
A. Charles Worsham Phillips, Jr., Sep 1911-
B. Robert Rea Phillips, 29 Jun 1913- m. Judith Fox, 4 Mar 1917-

Children:

1. Charles Fox Phillips, 1949-1979, Twin.

2. Robert Rea Phillips, 1949- , m. Cathy Cook.
Children:

Robert Rea Phillips III, 4 Jul 1981-
VI. Robert Wiley Rea, Oct 1885-20 Aug 1885
VII. Rilla [lla Rea, 19 Nov 1886-
VIII. Sarah Milner Rea, 30 Oct 1889-7 Apr 1971, m. 9 Jun 1915 Eugene Ferris
Anderson, 8 Apr 1890-31 Dec 1970.
Children:
A. Eugene Ferris Anderson, Jr., 30 Aug 1917- m. Finetta Toohey, 11 Jul-
B. Rilla lucy Anderson, 15 Aug 1919- m. Clower C. Smith, 7 Jun 1918, m.
22 Nov 1947.
Children:
1. Sarah Camille Smith, 28 Aug 1949- m. 27 May 1972 William Charles
Johnston, 3 Mar 1949-
Children:
~James Cullen Johnston, 23 Jun 1978-
Charles Fdwin Johnston, 12 tay 1982-
2. Henry Ferris Smith, 27 Oct 1950- m.(l) Jean Elizabeth Leggett.
Children:
Jennifer Lynne Smith, &4 Dec 1973-
Emily Michelle Smith, 4 Dec 1975-
Henry Ferris Smith, m.(2) Mrs. Benita Romeny Ward, 8 Feb 1961-
m. May 1982, .
Children:
Christopher Clayton Smith, 28 Dec 1983-
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r' - By ANABEL' POWER
From s (amily scrapbook of Miss
Eva Peirie Hamillon of Jackson
we take the story of a social al-
fair that will go down in old Jack-
son's history for its beauty end
distinction &nd fer ihe importance
of the bride and groom. The daz-
Zlingly beautiful Ella Oliver was
the dauphter of one millionaire,
Col. William Oliver of Wessnn., The)
handseme and dashing John P.
Richardson was the son of another
milienaire. Cal. Edmund Richard-
son of Jackson, whose haome and|s
arounds nccupied & city block—the
nresent 1lle of Southern Umud Icc
Co. -

Many of Jackson's lcad:ng cili-
wens of the prescnt cra are the
children and grandchildren of the
lavely ladies whose pnames are 1n
cluded helow,

""he story is printed ,rom The
«rinn of January, 1878, and is as
l'ol'low.

© Pursuant to cards issued, the
spacious home of Col. and Mrs.
[Edmund Richardson was the
iacene of 2 very brilliant and hap-
'y orcasion on Thursday evening,
& r eplion given by them to their
fion, Mr. John P. Richardson, and
|his bride. nee Miss Ohver.

The toileties of the ladics pres:
ent were rich and elcgant. Mrs.
Fdmund Richardsen wore a h=avy

lack velvel and salin coslume,
tmade en printesse and {rimmed
with rare old point lace; she wore
xliamonds. It may be said with
truth thzl the costume of the bride.
ltlrs. John P. Richardson, was the

most exquisile and costly ever

combinalion of while silk, lace,
owers, diamonds and pearls. We
will attempl ne descriplion but
eavs imagination to picture {the
sffect when si'~h & dress was worn
by such a bride, so hrilliant - In
mannet rnd conversalion and
withal so charming-in person.

Mrs. 1. J. Green ware an ele-
ganl tnilet of ceil blus silk with
valencienncs lace nverdress, garni-
iture of tquisile silver flowers:
Mrs. ficorge S, Green wore a rich
and tastelul /costume  of browai
silk, lace =sid fowers; Mrs. R. L.
Savnders was atlired in light blue
(. masse made en princesses, clab-
orately trimmed'in point lace with
an Elizabethan ruff linishing the
neck; Lhe garnilure was dark red
“rosepuds  with  diamond  orna-
menis; Mrs. Wirl Johnston  ap-
peared In a costume of black
prenadine irimmed with Duchess

- — —

‘orn in Jotksor.. JU was a myslicls

A BnlhantWeddmg Reception
And Dancing in City in 1878

blue silk made en prlnr.'esse
square neck and  elbow sleeves
trimmed in lace; lovely (lowcrs
were worn with this toilet; Miss
Rohinson of Madison wore a com-
bina'ion costume of light blue snd
dove colored silk. garnilure of
peach blossoms; Miss Bailey of
Tnllahatchic wore a creamy while
cashmere princess, wilh lace trim-
mings and garniture of [owers;
Miss Ella Quinn looked stylish and
graceful in while tarlatan; Miss
Callie Richardsen wore a thand-
some blue silk with point lace
avetdress and ﬂoweri and dia-
monds.

M'rs Cynthiar’ !l.mi:. wora a
dross of rea foam silk made en
princesse and trimmed ) loops
and bends of pink . salin, pear}|’
ornaments; Misy .Ada Green, was
dressed in a printesse costume of
maize brocade combined with
marcon velvel, garnilure of roses:.
Miss Beitie Morris wore a hand-
some black silk with cardinal trim-
mings and [flowers; Miss - Alice
Hilzheim a costuine of light blue
silk ¢n-princesse and trlmmed in
maroon velvet.

Mirs Maltie Ruumaon f cositime
of brown silk, lace {rimmings and
flowers; Misses Buck wore sweel
and hecoming while loilets: Miss
Sallie Wharton in while, with pink
trimmings and flowers; Miss Rosa-
beite Hunter. wore a lovely “toilet
of white- swiss'und  Valenciennes
lace, with parnilure of cardinal
ﬂnwern. Miss liig -Slewart glso
wore white with "handsome trim-
mings. -Miss Suillvan appeared in
8 becoming ‘black , costume; the

Orleans. A hospital is
Marie Oliver Metts,

history research. She

were basic
Godwin,

of the dresses worn in

119

lace; her ornaments were pearl:]
fand violcis,

Misses Shellon. Miss Beaullicu, 3
PRfike  Wollz, Mizs Walkine, Mi
Jennie  Morancy, Miss Morris,

[y

|

Misses Lemly woere rich black silk "X
with garnilures nf scarlet flowers.
The following ladies wore hand-
some teilets but the lack of spata’ 4
prevents more elaborate descrip- 3
tion: Mrs. J. Z. George, Mrs. wil-
lium Oliver, moalher of the bridc; ‘1
Mrs. 0. H. Chalmers, Mrs. Wil--
liam Lemly, Mrs. John Hunter,
Mre. C. C. Campbell, Mrs. P. T.
Beley, Mrx. Charles L. Robinson:
of Bollon, Mrs. Jéhn W, Ttehinson,
Mrs. Ella Buck, Mrs. John A.]
Wcbb, Mrs. Iva Wharton Talbnl 3
Mrs, A0. A, Folkes, Mrs. E
Reber, Mrs. Thomas Sturges. lho

and Miss Langley. :

The following genllemen lmong
others from a distance were pres-
ent: Colonel William Oliver of ;
Wesson, Mr. Charles Robinson of
Rolton. Mr. Henry Busick of Bran- :
don, and Messri. Lee Richardson, .
D. w Lampkin, Scarls and Fulker-
son of Vickshurg,

Dancing was indulged In until &
late hour, when the guests ad--
journed to the supper room where
the lable pgroaned under all the®
deflcacies that this and the New .
Orlrans markets afford. Nnliccahle
were [ive magnificent  pyramids
~—the crowning glory however, was 3
one in Lhe cenler of orange ovcr
which fell a veil of spun candy
which had the appearance of being
& bridal veil, so dellcate Jas s
texture.

The dancing was resumed after
supper, and continued until thp

later. This is the story of Ella's wedding.
reason for including this in the book is tﬁat
ladies are usually interested in the description

“weo ‘small hours of the night.”.

Ella Richardson was Wi]liam Oliver's
daughter and John Madison Oliver s sister.

lived in a mansion on St. Charles Street in New

She

on the site today. Gladys
when a young girl,

frequently lived in her Aunt Ella's home. When

Ella became Mrs. Richardson,
behind the mills were united. After her husband

died, Flla became intensely interested in family

the two fortunes

went to Jamestown and

Richmond, Virginia, and to England. Her papers
in development of the
Pitt 1lines which will be presented

Bridger,
One

1878.




Page 54

A Woman

By Bryon Price, Director, Panhandie
Plains, Historical Museum

In 1890 a slender. strikingly beau-
tiful woman named Melissa Dora
Oliver accepted the invitation of her
merchant brothers, John and James
Callaway. to visit Amarillo for the first
time.

The wife of industrialist Capt. Wil-
liam Oliver, principal stockhelder of
Mississippi Mills, the South’s largest
textile manufacturer, Mrs. Oliver re-
turned to the Texas plains on several
occasions and, in 1891, purchased
land in Potter and Randall counties.
After her husband's death in 1895, she
relocated permanently in the Panhan-
dle.

Mrs. Oliver's arrival with her fine
horses, carriage and household help,
said to be the first blacks to come to
live in Amarillo. created quite a stir.

Dressed in a black English riding
habit with a small derby perched atop
her head. she and her spirited chest-
nut mount soon became a familiar
sight on the city streets. Her elegant
attire and somewhat aloof public
manner were such that townspeople
began to refer to her as “the Duch-
ess.” To her family and close friends,
however, Mrs. Oliver was known for
her gentleness, warmth and great
generosity.

Amarillo in 1895 was a town of about
500 people, and like the rest of the
nation, was in the throes of economic
depression. With a personal fortune
which exceeded the combined capital
of all the area banks, Mrs. Oliver be-
gan to inject funds into the town at a
time when money was sorely needed
for growth,

As the entrance of a woman into the
financial world was virtually un-
known, most of her early transac-
tions reflected the name M. D. Oliver.
Thus, those to whom the banks loaned
money in her behaif were rarely aware,
that the actual legder was a woman,

At age 38 and after being widowed
for 11 years. Dora Oliver remarried in
1902 to 0. M. Eakle, an organizer and
director of Amarilto National Bank and
first president of the Amarillo Board
of Trade (predecessor of the Chamber
of Commerce).

CALLAWAY FAMILY ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 1983

Who Moved Amarillo

Melissa Dors Caflaway Oliver-Eakle with her daughter, who became Oliver Rea Eakle Barfield.
Picture was taken about 1908.

When Mary Oliver was in ill health prior to
her death, her niece, Melissa D. Callaway, came
to Wesson to help care for her Aunt Mary.
William was about 53 years old. Melissa was
twenty. After Mary's death, Melissa stayed on in
Wesson and she and William were married. He was
a happy man until he died about eight years
later. This story is included because of the
human interest involved and because, even though
Melissa is not in our direct line, she is kin
through the Callaways and her descendants share
with us the great ancestors of the Callaway,
Henderson, and Herndon chapters.
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TWO GHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF WILLIAM AND MARY MIINER CALLAWAY OLIVER
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WILEY OLIVER married MILBRAY FAULK
15 OCT 1802-29 APR 1853 c. 1825 8 Jan 1808-30 Oct 1853

Wiley Oliver was born in Screven County, Georgia, a few years after the
land had been ceded by the Indians. This was the frontier of America, the edge
of cultivation. Born, the fifth son of the fifth child of thirteen children,
the chance of land inheritance did not exist. Why was he given the name
"Wiley" is unknown. He may have been a sly looking new born baby! However, in
life, he seems to have been a straight arrow. He worked hard, was ambitious,
became educated, served his country, and raised a fine family. Throughout this
book, military service in wartime is credited if the facts can be determined.
In some cases, emphasis is given to cases where the ancestor was able bodied
and did not serve when his country was at war.

In the olden times, families seemed to be closer than they are today.
They helped each other overcome the perils of the times. As farmers, the land
would be left to one of the boys, usually the oldest. The other children went
to find land on the frontier. There, it was free or very inexpensive. One
memher went first, and the others followed,

Some of the thirteen Oliver children stayed in Screven County. There is a
little town named Oliver in the county today. A nice letter was sent to the
mayor asking for the origin of the name. No answer came back. If he can write,
he may not know the origin!

After Wiley's mother died, his father left Screven County and ended up in
Twiggs County, GA, where he married a young lady named Luraney Holmes. By
1825, brothers James, William and Wiley were in Twiggs County, too. Their
father, MclDaniel Oliver, and brothers James, William and Wiley opened charge
accounts in 1826 at the store in Old Marion. This town has disappeared over
the years. The people left, houses are all gone, and now there is nothing but
an abandoned cemetery with one marked grave. Another customer at the store was
Mark Faulk who opened an account for Sarah Faulk.

About 1825, Wiley Oliver married Milbray Faulk. There has been some
problem with her first name. Was it Mildred, Milbrie, Milbra, or some other
spelling? The Bible page, on the next page, written by one of her children
shows MILBRAY. Also, it is the only document that gives Wiley a middle
initial, -"B"-. Those were the times when people first began to use middle
names. This Bible gives the birth of Wiley and Milbray, With other added
information from other sources, the children were:

1. McDaniel Oliver, 2 May 1826-27 Jun 1883, m. Nancy A. Taylor (Albany,
GA). They had thirteen children, the same number as his grandfather after whom
he was named.

2. Captain William Oliver, 24 Feb 1829-3 Jul 1891, m. Mary Milner
Callaway. These are our ancestors described earlier.

3. Sarah Oliver, b. 27 Dec 1831, m. John L., Roberts, brother of George A.
Roberts who married Wiley's half sister, Nancy Ann.

4, Jasper Newton Oliver, b. 4 Aug 1834. His son, Wiley E. went to Wesson,
where William Oliver gave him a job.

5. Henry Younp Oliver, b, 31 Jan 1838, i

6. Alexander Browder Oliver, b. 2 Feb 1841. Also, he went to Wesson. lived
lived insyka, M5.
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The ancestors of Milbray Faulk P S
are not known. This writer has not
researched the complicated clan
called Faulk, but a gentleman has -

spent years studying that surname. FA“ILY EECORD
He is Col. Charles B. Schweizer,

Lakewood Dr., Edwardsville, Il1., -"; /€§;£27L;¢;
62025, His Volume VI is titled 14
Descendants of Some Twiggs County,
Ceorgia Faulk Families. The first
four pages are about our kin. After
reading these pages over and over
again it is hard to come to any
conclusion about these Faulks.
Schweizer believes, but has not
proved, that Milbray's father was
William Faulk. Evidently, William
was very 1ill or disabled. William
died and Mark Faulk, mentioned
earlier, took over the children.
Milbray was one of them, Milbray
named her son, our famous ancestor,
William Oliver. Of course, he had an
uncle named William Oliver. Members
of the (Oliver and Faulk families
moved together, later, to Barbour
County, Alabama, and to Louisiana.
Charles Schweizer has  published
several hooks on the aulks and he
plans more. Now, back to Wiley
Oliver.

By 1830, Wiley's father
is dead and Luraney, his
stepmother, lives near Wiley,
James and William. She has
four of the younger children
and two slaves, The teenage
children have moved in with
their older brothers and
sisters. Wiley was a member of
the New lope Baptist Church,
serving as a messenger to the
association. The U,S., Census
of 1830 for Twiggs County
shows Wiley Oliver with 2 boys
under 5 years and 2 men 20 to

30. One girl is 10 to 15 and ,
his wife is between 20 and 30. Recelber's Ofce At ‘%J—M. jh«,& il o

L

There are 12 slaves, : —“——Ma«#& ”‘#‘353—4 o
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In 1833, Wiley was on the move again. New and better land was available
in Barbour County, Alabama. Wiley paid $1.25 per acre for 160.38 acres.

The next three years, the family settled the new land and Jasper was
born. Then, in 1836, four years after the Land Office had started selling the
land of the Creek Indians in east Alabama, the Creek War started. Few people
today know of that war. The Indians began with a number of depredations. The
village of Roanoke, Georgia, on the Chattahoochee River, just across from
Wiley's land, was burned and several white persons were killed. These troubles
caused widespread, but unnecessary alarm. A force of 1500 volunteers were
organized at Tuskegee and General Jessup, of the regular army, took command.
The force headed for Russell County, but were recalled by General Scott.
General William Welborn (who signed Wiley's discharge) attacked, on the Pea
River, a body of emigrating hostiles, who had been guilty of some depredations
near Iidway. Several Indians were killed. The other Indians gave up and were
moved west. Wiley signed the handwritten statement in application for bounty
land. Before that are his records from the U.S. Archives and his honorable
discharge. All these documents have been reduced in size.
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After the war, Wiley returned to his farm where he spent the rest of his
life of 51 years near FEufaula, Alabama. From time to time, the census shgws
his family in Barbour County. In 1838, he had his wife, four boyg, one .glFl
and a grown lady (and 7 slaves). In 1840, he is in his 30's and his wife is in
her 20's, There are four boys under 15 and a little girl under 5 (and 9
slaves).

Ten years later, 10 Oct 1850, in the same place, we see Wiley 41, Milbray
43 (She had lied to the census taker in 1840! Many women wused to lie about
their ages when they passed thirty.). Sarah is 18, Jasper is a 15 year old
student. Young is 12 and Alexander R. is 10. Living in their home is a couple
named Wainwright, an overseer named John Johnston, and a clerk named John L.
Roberts. You will recognize the 'Young" as HNenry Young Oliver and the
"Alexander R." as Alexander Browder. Census takers were careless., Our William
Oliver had left home and the 1850 census shows him with his own household. He
is living in Eufaula, age 22, a merchant, married to Mary, also 22, both born
in Georgia.

An interesting side note is that this writer served as an instructor in
offensive tactics at The Infantry School at Fort Benning, GA, in 1951-2. As
the principle instructor of the problem, "The Reinforced Rifle Company in the
Assault of a River Line", the crossing of the Chattahcochee River took place a
few miles north of Wiley's farm on the other side of the river.

When Wiley Oliver died in 1853, he owned considerable land and 60 slaves.
Son, McDaniel, called McDonald in most of the documents, was the administrator
of the estate. Slaves were distributed, perishable property was sold, the
cotton crop was sold, and Milbray petitioned for her dower rights. She died
hefore the court gave her consideration. Bureaucrats were almost as bad, then,
as they are today! There were many records. Our William Oliver was in
Louisiana, which caused a problem. Finally, the estate was settled. A few of

the documents are included.
0. C. B. BOOK ¥

Oiiver, Milbre i

P, B52. Bomd of MaDonsld Oliver as sdmr. of the estste
of Milbrs Ollver, deo'd. Bontemen: John L. Roberts,
F. E, Baker, Thowds S, Swart and John Crew,
28 Novw, 1873,
pp. 532=). Patitlon of M, D. Oliver to dlvids slaves.
The heirs srs:

¥William Oliver, residing in La.

M. D, Olivar

3arah, wife of John L. Roberts

Jesper Ollver, ainmor

Renry Y. Oliver, minmor 0. €. . BOOK VI
A. Browder Oliver, minor
9 Jen. 1854. Data: 12 pec. 1B55.
oitver, Viley Toemted: 1} Beo: 1863, Marbour Sounty, dias
k: , - -
P. 237, Bond of Wilbra Cliver and NoDonald Oliwer ag A T
admra. of ths estate of Wiley Oliver, dsc!d. Bondemen: Oliver, Wiltra
Franklin E. Baker, Benjamin P, Pearscm, John C. F. P+ 46, Report of counmiseionere om divislon of
g;n;lr:oi';éiuintm B. Persons and 4, H. Xing. alaves, McDonald Oliver, sdar. 9 Jgn. 1854,
. 29a- : n t 1 1 Dliver, wile
gprop-rtrjgy eom:::l:::e:?} ?'3”’5:::'1925,’“1 and, anesee : PP !1- » Report of divielom of slaves. 9 Jan. 1854,
P. 335, Heirs of wiley Ollver, who disd om 29 Apr. 1853: Pp. 397-9. Final return of McDonald Oliver, adar.
Milbery {miltrs), widow of dec’d. P 400, Helre:
McDonald Oliver, over age 21 Milbry Oliver, dec'd., late widow. The admr. 1
V1llism Oliver, over 2gs 21, reslding Ninden, to pay her share to the adar. of her sstate.
Clalborn Parish, la. ¥illise Cliver, & ecm

saruh, wite o = MeDomald Ollver
B Sl 0 Lo Roberts Saran, wife of John L. Roberts
fenry . Oliver; minor Jesper N. Oliver, minor
Alexander B. olIvur. minor Henry Y. Cliver, mlnor .

27 July 18%3. A, B. (Alaxapder) O0liver, "minor

p. /0. Petltion of admra. to eell perlehable propertys. 14 pev. 1855.

24 pet. 1853,

PP. 862-4. Petition of MoDomald and Milhra M. Oliver,

adsrd., for distributlen of property t¢ helre (same ss

sbove}. H, M, Toopkins appointsd guardian sd Litem of

einore, 11 cot. 1843,

P. 465, Autharized to sell land. 11 gut, 1853.

P. BE9. Bomd of MoDomald Oliver ad guardian of the

atove ainor heirs. Bondsmen: B, F. Pearsom, P. E. Baker

and Janes M. Feagin. 17 Jan. 18%,

P. %93, Petition of W. DI. Oliver, admr., to divide

property to the above helrs with the erxceptiom of

Kilbra Olivar, now deo'd. 19 Deo, 1853,

PP. 623-8. Hepurt of sale of perishable property and

real setate. 22 peb. 1854,

The parents of Wiley Oliver were McDaniel Oliver and his first wife.
Charlotte. We do not know the last name of Charlotte.
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McDANTEL OLIVER married Charlotte——
1772-1831 e. 1783 c. 1775-1820

McDaniel Oliver was born in Jones County, North Carolina, on the south
side of the Trent River near the town of New Bern. He was born with the
wanderlust, the nineth of ten children, and the fifth son. McDaniel was given
the unusual first name that was his mother's maiden name. Kinsmen named
McDaniel were neighbors of the Olivers. In times when few people could read or
write, he would be called McDonald, Mac, M.D., and McDanold. All meant the
same person. This first name was given to later sons in generations that
followed. Life for a farm boy meant following a plow for long days.

McDaniel's father died in 1787. His will left McDaniel and his younger
brother, Risdon, more than they could have expected. McDaniel got a feather
bed, some furniture, and fifty acres of farm land. Risdon got fifty acres,
too. After the funeral, the Oliver boys decided to move on - together. Indian
land was being opened in Georgia. They headed for Screven County.

The two younger boys had a problem, however. They could not sell their
land until they were twenty-one. That meant that they would work for one of
the older brothers until they were grown. The Trent River in North Carolina is
about 300 miles from Screven County, GA. Only two horses were mentioned in
their father's will and they went to the mother for farm work. Nevertheless,
all went to Georgia.

We learn the birth year of McDaniel from the dates of the indentures for
sale of those 50 acres. He and Risdon would celebrate their 2lst birthdays in
North Carolina. McDaniel sold his land in 1793, Risdon in 1795.

Back in Georgia, pockets full of pounds, McDaniel spent his life buying
and selling farms and raising children. Georgia was the frontier - as wild as
a west Texas wind. Now a man of means, McDaniel married Charlotte. We know her
name from the land documents that refer to "McDaniel Oliver and wife,
Charlotte". (Note: Some publications give his wife as Priscilla Harrison, in
error.) Documents used to track the Oliver family as it wandered from farm to
farm and from county to county in Georgia are land sale documents, land
lottery records and the U.S.Census of 1820. In 1805 and 1807, Georgia held
lotteries and citizens could draw for land opened for settlement.

The U.S.Census began in 1790, but Georgia did not have its first one
until 1820, a very rough list of families, It was written on tablet paper,
worn and torn, with "bleed through" of ink from the opposite side of the
paper. Some sort of tape had hidden part of the Mac in McDaniel. But, the
report shows that he had in his home 3 females under 10, 2 10-15, 1 26-44,
males, 1 under 10, 2 10-15, 1 16-18, 1 18-25, and old McDaniel over 45.
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The

In this indenture, McDaniel sells his 50 acres on the Trent River in NC.

This

sold the 1land.

full age"

being of

date is 22 Feb 1793, McDaniel "lately a resident of" Jones County, NC, "now a

resident of the State of Georgia

document proves that the McDaniel in GA is the same one that was in NC.
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Going back in time - 1796, McDaniel bought 150 acres in Screven County.
In 1801, he and his wife, Charlotte, sold 50 of the acres. Wiley was born in
1802. In 1808 and 1811 he was living in Washington County, just north of
Screven County. In 1812, he moved to Laurens County. Brothers William and
James were there , too. "™McDaniel Oliver and his wife, Charlotte" were selling
land in Laurens County in 1815 and 1816. We have seen that they were still
there in the census of 1820. After the census was taken, Charlotte died,
leaving ten children.

Before leaving Laurens County, McDaniel married for the second time, a
young lady, Luraney (or Luranty or Lurena) Holmes. By 1826, they were living
in Twiggs County, Georgia. McDaniel died before 1830.

The next document is William Oliver's will with comments by M. E.
Gardner, one of the first serious students of the Oliver lineage. This William
Oliver is not our ancestor. He is McDaniel's older brother, one of the group
of six Olivers that came from North Carolina. This old will ties them all
together. Incidentally, a natural child is what they called an illegitimate
child in the olden times.

WILLIAHM OLIVER'S WILL, LAURENS COUNTY, Gﬁ]ﬂﬂl’.&, 1512

"I, Willlam Qliver of the County of laurens and State of Georgia,
being low in heslth and weak of Body, but of socund mind and memory ...
to my wife, Ablgail Oliver, the tract of land vhereon I now live called
the Mill Tract to her and her heirs forever, also the use of tha upper
part of the Scarbrough land ..." on Buckeye Creck, a slave Sylvia, horse
and mare, and itene of household furnishings and farm equipment snd suppliesg
if wife pregnant, 350 to suck child or children. Te "my reputed son, Willlam
Spell, natural ¢hild of my wife, iblgail wbile she was Ablgail Spell® Lot Ko.
J17 on Sugar Creek in Korgan County, Lot Meo. 200 in Putpam County, the upper
balf of "the Bracewell tract®, the 200 acres "of the Scerbrough land, after
the term of uze given to his mother ceases®, and two slaves Fred and Asrenm.
".s. to my reputed son, Joun Cuddy Spell, sen of my wife Ablgail, Oliver
White Ablgail Spell [sic], one tract of land in Randolpk being Ho. 100, on
Shoal Creek; one other tract in the twenty firat district of 01d Villdnson
draun and sold by Mellapiel Oldyer to me, alse the balance of the Scarbrougk
land and ... Bracewell land™, and m slave Jack.

"Item, ... il elther of my sald two reputed children Willlam Spell or
John Cuddy Spell should die before he arrives at lawful ege, or without heirs
of his body, that the eurvivor of them shall be helr to the other, and 1f both
should so die,..." then as contingent helrs, to "William Cliver, the son of
McDaniel Oliver ... the land in Morgan Connty", to "George Oliver son of Ruden
[olu, & miscopy of Risdon) Nidver ... the land in Randolph®, to "the youngest
ecn of Ruden Oliver that he kad at the time I moved from his neighborkeod ...
the lapd in Putram County®, and to be "equslly dirvlded between John Olivar the
acn of John Oliver, and Willlem Oliver the zon of James Qliver™ the Scarbreugh
and Bracewsll tracts (location met specified, but presumably in Laurens County),
®... to them and severally thelr heirs forever,... the stove named sona of my
sbove named brothers. I hereby appoint my brothers, James and HeDaniel Oliver,
Executors, and ny wife Abigail Oliver, Executrix ... this 2nd day of December
4 D 1812." The witnesses, Willlam Livingston and Charles A. H111l, proved the
will in Laurens Court of Ordirary on 4 Jan. and 8 Sept. 1813, respectively.
(abstracted from certified typescript, laurens Co., Ga., WAll Book 1, pp. 5-8)

Coment: The sbeve-nawed brothers James, John, Mchanlel, Riedon, and
¥Wiliiam Oliver are assumed to ba the five Olivers of those given names who
are in Screven County in the 1HOS Land Lottery (presumably compiled as of
1802); alse in that lottery and county was a Thomas Oliver. 411 alx have
tuo dravs each, indicating them as family men. Still residents of Screven
County and recelving "fortunate draws® in tae 1807 Lottery uere John Oliver,
Sr., KcDaniel Oliver, and Rizdon Oliver, Jr., all of Oliver's militia dis-
trict. William Cliver was & resident of Laurens County when ke made hie

/ will in 1812 and named kis brothers James and HeDaniel as executors; so we
may assume the latter two as then also 1lving in laurens. In the 1820 Census
for Georzla McDaniel and Risdem Oliver.srs in Laurens; a Risden Oliver, Jr.,
1a in Screven. As might be expacted, Olivera named James, John, and William
are falrly common in Georgla at tils peried. FKeDaniel Oliver married (1)

. .. end (2) Lurena Holmes. By 1826 he was in Tulggs County
whers he dled vefors 1830,

MEG: 8/1970
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The thirteen children of McDaniel Oliver were: 1. James; 2. William
married Dorcus llarrison (This may be the basis for the error concerning
McDaniel's wife.); 3. Joseph; 4. John; 5. Wiley, cur ancestor; 6. Ann Hodges;
7. Charlotte; 8. Elizabeth Adams; 9. Susan Albritten; and, 10. Sarah Adams.
All of the above were Charlotte's children. Those of Luraney liclmes were: 11.
Augustus married Ann Williams; 12. Nancy Ann Roberts; and, 13. McDaniel who
married Parrie Ricks.

After McDaniel died, Luraney kept her own children. The older children of
Charlotte, James, William, and Wiley took Charlotte's younger children into
their homes. James and William were administrators of the McDaniel Oliver
estate.

The parents of McDaniel QOliver were John Oliver and Anne McDaniel.

JOIN OLIVER married ANNE McDANIEL
c.1735-1787

The origin, parents and exact date of birth of John Oliver are
unknown. As the search continued, several Oliver families in eastern
North Carolina were studied and eliminated from further consideration.
Generally, many of the settlers in that area came from Virginia,
following the emigration route from the James River, to the Blackwater
River and on down to New Bern, moving west of The Great Dismal Swamp.
Much of the land was and is covered with swamps and streams, making
travel difficult. Often families moved together. It is possible that
young John Oliver accompanied the Browne and McDaniel settlers as they
came to North Carolina from Virginia. Olivers lived in Isle of Wight
County in Virginia from the earliest colonial times.

John Qliver made his first land buy on May 10, 1756 from Abraham
Bussett for twelve pounds "proclamation money" for “one hundred acres
by estimation measure™ on the south side of the Trent River west of
New Bern. This is the first official record found, so far. He was
described as a "planter" and the land was a "messuage". That meant
that it was improved to include buildings and a home. The map below
was drawn in 1770 during John's lifetime.
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When he went to New Bern to buy the land, James McDaniel went
with him. James would become his neighbor. In court, James McDaniel
was his witness and his testimony was sworn. This help from an older
person for a young man is not usual in a case where they are
strangers. It is more 1likely for close friends or kin. James
McDaniel was the son of Daniel McDaniel, who had died in 1734 in
Bertie Precinct, leaving grown sons, Nicholas, Daniel and James, and
two young and unmarried daughters, Sarah and Anne. In those days,
when the father died, usually the widow and children went to live with
kin or family members. John Oliver may have known Anne at her brother
James McDaniel's home, married her, and later, decided to buy the
adjacent farm.
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James McDaniel had a son
with the strange name,
Risden. When Risdom came
of age, he bought a farm
beside the land of his
father and the farm of
John Oliver. Later, when
James McDaniel died in
1759, John OQliver was
named as the Executor of
his will.

John Oliver's farm
on the south side of the
Trent River would become
the Oliver homestead,
where John Oliver would
live for the rest of his
life where he and his
wife, Anne McDaniel

..r-.-&“-‘w- i N -
w«#** Oliver, raised ten

children. On that farm on
the south side of the
Trent, he prepared his
will and that is where he
died.
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The children of John Oliver and his wife, Anne, were:
1.Sarah Lavender. (Anne's mother and sister were named Sarah.)
2.5ivility Morris.
3.Mary Brockson
4. John.
5.Thomas.
6.James m.Priscilla Williams. (Anne's brother was James McDarniel.)
7.Ann, (Her mother's name)
8.William m Abigail Spell
9.McDaniel m.Charlotte— (McDaniel was Anne's surname.)
10.Risden m.Sarah Williams. (Risden McDaniel was Anne's nephew.} _
It is quite obvious that this is a McDaniel Oliver family and that is
the name of our ancestor!

(His father's name)

In looking for the old land records, some are found, but not gll
of them. On 15 Feb 1778, John Oliver sold 50 acres to Thomas Morris,
Then, on & Jun, he sold 100 acres to Rachel Taylor. Both farms were on
the south side of the Trent River.

Jones County was organized in 1779, cut out of Craven County. At

taxed, and

that time, the owners of all property were assessed,
listed. The 1listing included 1land in Jones, Craven, Carteret, and
Duplin Counties. John Oliver had 300 acres worth 1451 pounds. Only
one John Oliver was listed.

Late in 1779, 8 Dec, he sold 200 acres. This may have been done

to pay his taxes. He was left with only 100 acres. On 1 Jul 1784, he
was granted 20 acres. His will, in 1787, mentions only 100 acres. This
explains why all six of his sons left for new land in Georgia.

During the American Revolution, John Oliver was a private in the

militia of North Carclina in the 10th Regiment, Stevenson's Co. from
22 April 1777 to 6 June 1778. He was paid 600 pounds for his service.

The vouchers below were copied from the originals in the NC Archives.
"mark".
or a special

On the back side, John signed for
pecple could not write, they signed
John's mark was very special.
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The mark on the pay document is exactly like the one on
w111$/so we know that the same man signed both papers.,

Included are copies of documents that prove the service of John
Oliver, transcribed. This completes the Oliver line as we know it

today. However, this chapter will be continued with information about
the ancestors of Anne McDaniel.

John's
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This verifies that the following information is recorded in 2 orn l‘!ﬂ("u"l'fNT-__

manuscript volume in the custody of the State Archives titled i T 0 i
“Revolutionary Army Accounts” {(Volume III |, Page 76 . fhbs of | T
Folio 2 ) ! emuimiona’ & B
Nuwion 2ol Hank. | o pmoies. . | s Uccurmiites,
an
Esilistmenin i
Heading: Statement of the Accounta of the non Commimaioned o | o il 7 I
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i

Qfficers and privates of the Horrh Carolina line
AV Heyaa, Deanin, pt,

in the late Army of the United States, as pasned ; Aug. "Ti.
upon by the Commissioner of Ammy Accounts. o B = ey
oabars 1291 L tirn REGIMENT.
Mame: John Olivéc plrivate] J baus ol l %
Eanmivissi &
Amount Charged: B0 dollars Nunses g Kank, { Conpanica. - o i Uccurrences
i o I
Amount Credited: 36 dollars, 24/90ths I Eulbenta g I
Balance pald and Charged by the State: 43 dollars, 66/90ths 0 Neal, Jas ., pt. Willinrw's |° \h., T aynl
n, Wi, pt 8 ﬁt Dischigd 21 Sag. "7
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Odum, Anron. pt. Hogg's.

Raleigh, North Carolina

July 21 Bl : W

T ([ Sadme Chief, Archives and Records Section
STATEMENT CONCERNING THE IDENTIFICATION OF JOEN OLIVER

1. The name of John Dliver i3 ocemon snough to ralss concern aboul
whether we have the right man., The statement used to prove his servicas
was provided by the NC Archives based upon my informatiocn about my
John Oliver from Jones County with a farm on the Trsnt River.

Ehe N}ﬂ.l,ﬂ"ﬂ[.iﬁgl_rfg) 2. North Caroclina Regiments were organized by gecgraphical area in
:ﬁt}\u""ﬁnnm goneral. Th